


READING THE PARABLES 



Goal  

To have a basic understanding of a Biblical 
Parable as told by our Savior, Jesus Christ.



OUTCOMES  

By the power of the Holy Spirit working through 
God’s Word, participants will:

1. describe the basic characteristics of parables; 
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OUTCOMES  

By the power of the Holy Spirit working through 
God’s Word, participants will:

1.describe the basic characteristics of parables;

2.understand that we can only properly 
understand the parables when we have faith 
in Christ; 

3.apply these principles as they begin to study 
the parables. 



PRAYER  

Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant 
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn 
and take them to heart that by patience and 
comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



Focus

When we read the Gospels, we see the 
wonderful things that our Savior has done for 
us. We see His perfect life, His innocent death, 
and His glorious resurrection. We know that 
He did all this for us and saved us by His work.



Focus

We see another facet of Jesus’ ministry as well: 
we see Him as our teacher. One of the 
common teaching methods He used was the 
parable. Some of our favorite Bible stories 
may be parables.



Focus

What are parables?



Focus

How do we understand them?

These are the questions we examine in this 
session. 



Focus

Jesus taught people using many parables. 

What are some of your favorite parables? 

Why? 



Inform 

Matthew 13:34–35
34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in 

parables; he did not say anything to them 
without using a parable. 35 So was fulfilled 
what was spoken through the prophet: 

“I will open my mouth in parables, 
I will utter things hidden since the creation 

of the world.” (Psalm 78:2)



Inform 

How did Jesus teach the crowd in Matthew 13?



Inform 

What does Matthew point out about Jesus’ use 
of this teaching method? 
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Inform 

Matthew 13:33   He told them still another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into a large 
amount of flour until it worked all through the 
dough.”

A parable is, in essence, a comparison. It uses a 
common earthly event to reveal a spiritual 
truth.



Inform 

Matthew 13:33   He told them still another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into a large 
amount of flour until it worked all through the 
dough.”

What is the earthly event used in this short 
parable?



Inform 

Matthew 13:33   He told them still another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into a large 
amount of flour until it worked all through the 
dough.”

Can you think of other common events or 
activities that Jesus uses in parables?



Inform 

Matthew 13:24

The Parable of the Weeds

Jesus told them another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 
good seed in his field.



Inform 

Matthew 13:31

The Parable of the Mustard Seed  

He told them another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and planted in his field.



Inform 

Matthew 13:33

The Parable of the Yeast

He told them still another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed into a large amount of flour 
until it worked all through the dough.”



Inform 

But a parable doesn’t stop with the earthly 
story. It points us to some spiritual truth.



Inform 

What do these verses say the parables revealed?

“The Kingdom of heaven is like”

a.Sower

b.Mustard Seed

c. Yeast



Inform 

Matthew 13:33  He told them still another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into a large 
amount of flour until it worked all through the 
dough.”

While some parables are more detailed than 
others, they all have a main point. What do 
you think is the point of this brief parable? 



Inform 

Mark 4:10–12  10 When he was alone, the Twelve 
and the others around him asked him about the 
parables. 11 He told them, “The secret of the 
kingdom of God has been given to you. But to 
those on the outside everything is said in 
parables 12 so that, 

“‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, 
and ever hearing but never understanding; 

otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”

Isaiah 6:9-10



Inform 

This challenging passage shows another truth 
about parables. 

What do unbelievers see in the parables? 

What might they not see? 



Inform 

Since this is true, what do we need to 
understand the parables? 



Connect

Parables utilize a concrete, earthly story and 
compare it to a truth about the kingdom of 
God. They have one main point, but are often 
puzzling. Most importantly, we need to read 
them with faith. Let’s consider these qualities 
as we study two brief parables.  



Connect

Matthew 13:44–46

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid 
it again, and then in his joy went and sold all 
he had and bought that field.



Connect

Matthew 13:44–46

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he 
found one of great value, he went away and 
sold everything he had and bought it.



Connect

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the 
Pearl

These two parables have the same point. What 
is the earthly situation in these parables? 



Connect

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the 
Pearl

Who do you think the people in these parables 
represent? 



Vision 

God has richly blessed us in so many ways. He 
created us. He redeems us through Jesus and 
calls us to faith by the Holy Spirit. He even 
takes the time to teach us more about Himself 
through the parables.



Vision 

Since God has chosen to teach us through the 
parables, how will we react to them? 



Closing Prayer

“Christ Be My Leader”  page 81 of children’s 
hymnal.  


