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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
Children of the Heavenly Father 

January 8 & 9, 2011 

 

 

AS WE GATHER:  As spectacular as the rejoicing of 

Christmas and as central to the faith as the Easter joy of the 

resurrection, the very heavens break open and pour out 

their glory in the Epiphany of Our Lord.  At Jesus’ Baptism 

the One Triune God announces a new exodus.  Israel must 

follow the Lord into the desert and, through a baptism of 

water for repentance, enter the true promised land of 

salvation.  In Jesus’ Baptism He takes His place shoulder to 

shoulder with us in order to fulfill perfectly the Law of God 

by His perfect love of God and neighbor.  In our Baptism 

we take our place with our Lord and the saints of all ages 

and nations as children of God. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP:  Almighty God, you 

anointed Jesus at His baptism with the Holy Spirit and 

revealed Him as your beloved Son.  Keep all who are born 
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of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may 

rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

Divine Service II, page 158 
Hymn of Praise:  “Glory to God in the Highest” page 160 

 

HYMNS:  79, 88, 888 

 

 
OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray our Lord will bring hope, 

healing and comfort to our members, friends of Ebenezer, 

and our many shut-ins, especially, Lawrence Pelster, who 

remains in the Hermann Hospital with more infection; 

Helen Bode, who has been having some leg problems; 

Leonard Brune, Mary Wesche, as she awaits test results; 

Ed Gardner, Marie Adams, Eric Hohlt, who is now at a 

home in West County; Eric McDaris, Darlene McDaris, 

Christine Anderson, who had surgery at St. Clare Hospital 

this past Friday; Delores Roehrs, Mathilde Ohse, Elda 

Vohs, Ardell Wagner, Ray and Irene Bargen, Edna 

Deppermann, Ken Obermann, Ruth Marks, Cornelia 

Bunge, Adeline Keune, and all those we hold dear in 

our hearts. 

 



Wilma Spaunhorst – We pray the Lord to grant comfort to 

the family of Wilma Spaunhorst, especially Wilma’s 

brother, Ken Obermann.  Wilma passed away last Sunday.  

Funeral service was held at St. Ann’s Catholic Church in 

Clover Bottom this past Thursday.   

 

We ask the Lord’s Blessings to be upon all our Missouri 

Synod, District, and Circuit Officials and the many 

agencies of the Lutheran Church that minister to the 

deaf, the blind and those with special needs. 

 
We continue to ask the Lord to guide and bless the 

endeavors of our Missionaries serving around the world, 

especially Robin McCoy, who will be returning to 

Thailand now, the Rodewald family and John Strasen in 

Africa. 

 
Grant to all people and the leaders of all nations a spirit 

of cooperation, peace, and freedom that all may live 
their days in safety and unity of purpose.  We also ask 

the Lord to bless and protect our law enforcement people, 

EMT’s, firemen, and our men and women serving in the 

Armed Forces around the world. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS, WE ARE SO GLAD 

YOU ARE HERE WITH US TODAY!  May the Word of our 

Lord refresh you with peace and love during our worship 

service.  We ask that you please sign the guest register 

near the Church entrance with your name, address, and 



Church affiliation.  Thank you!  We sincerely hope you 

will join us in worship here at Ebenezer again soon! 

 
Thank you – We have received the following “Thank you” 

note from a gentleman in Walworth, Wisconsin – “Thank 

you very much for your streamed 11 PM Christmas Eve 

candlelight service.  I was unable to attend one this evening 

and I was very happy to have found your service online.  

Thank you again!” 

 

Thank you – Thank you very much to everyone who 

stayed and helped take down the Christmas decorations 

here at Church last Sunday!  Many hands made for quick 

work!      Pastor, Margaret and Karen 

 

Recycle Update – During November and December of 

2010 we collected $125.00 for saving aluminum cans and 

surplus aluminum.  This brings our recycle can total to 

$2,275.90 and our grand total of all recycling to $3,416.19.  

Thanks to all that help in any way to make our Project 

Recycle for Missions a success.  All of the money raised by 

recycling goes toward the support of our three missionaries 

– John Strasen, Robin McCoy, and Mike and Cindy 

Rodewald.  REMINDER – PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE 

ALUMINUM PIE TINS OR SCRAP ALUMINUM FOIL 

IN WITH THE ALUMINUM CANS.  This aluminum is 

another grade and cannot be recycled for money.  If it is 

mixed in with the cans, it has to be separated from the cans 

before being taken to the recycling center.  Thanks so much 

for your understanding and help. 

 



Contribution envelopes – Members, please pick up your 

2011 offering envelopes at the Church entrance.  The 

accuracy of your contribution record depends on your 

envelope number being correct, so please check it, both on 

the box’s address label and the envelopes themselves.  It 

should be the same as for 2010.  Also please report any 

address corrections to Mary Sprick. 

 

Poinsettias – If you gave a poinsettia to our Church this 

Christmas season and would like to pick up a poinsettia 

today after Church to enjoy at your home, please feel 

free to do so.  There are a few left on the table in the 

dining hall.   

 

Best Choice Labels – Please continue to save the Best 

Choice labels – there is a box on the shelf in the kitchen for 

these labels.  Thank you! 

 

The Lutheran Witness – February 2011 is the renewal 

month for The Lutheran Witness subscriptions.  We must 

send in the renewal notices by February 1, 2011.  The cost 

of The Lutheran Witness is $15.00 per year.  If you no 

longer wish to receive the magazine, please let Mary Sprick 

know by January 20th.  Mary will also need to know by the 

20th if you wish to receive The Lutheran Witness as a new 

subscription.  Thank you! 

 

The January Newsletter is on the table near the entrance.  

Some of you have said you’d like a larger print calendar so 

there are copies of the calendar on the table near the 

entrance also. 



 

Quarterly Voter’s Meeting – The Quarterly Voter’s 

Meeting will be held on Monday, January 17, 2011 at 7:30 

PM.  Church officers will meet Thursday, January 13, 

2011at 7:00 PM.  Please make every effort to attend this 

important meeting for our Church. 

 

The Challenge of Islam II – Defending the Christian 

Faith – Pastor Zastrow will continue the study “The 

Challenge of Islam.”  This is the second part of the study 

that was begun before last Advent season.  The first class 

will be Thursday, January 20, 2011 at 7:00 PM in the 

Church fellowship hall.  The class will be six weeks and 

each class will be for 90 minutes.  In part one study, “What 

is Islam?” we learned what Muslims believe and how they 

practice their faith.  In part two, “Defending the Christian 

Faith,” we will assess Islamic challenges to the Bible and 

the Christian world view in six lessons.  Please see the 

January newsletter for more information about this 

interesting study. 

 

Website Information – Roland Walkenhorst has written 

an interesting article about our website in the January 

newsletter. 

 

January – It is appropriate to begin a new year in the 

Name that is above all names, Jesus Christ and it is in that 

Name that we resolve to be more determined than ever to 

spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout our 

communities, our country, and to the ends of the earth.  



Your investment in Lutheran Church Extension Fund will 

help support congregations that are sharing this good news. 

For more information call 1-800-THE-LCEF (843-5233) or 

visit www.lcef.org.   

 
Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Marvin Kassebaum 

Altar Guild – Judy Hubenthal and Wanda Gilbert 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Cody Adams, Brent Thurmond and 

Brian Nelson   

Bell Ringer – Codie Brunkhorst 

Our measure of love in giving last week – Memorials for Oscar Bargen 

$640.00; New Year’s Day Worship $1,136.00  Attendance 20.  Sunday, 

January 2
nd

 Worship - $11,298.00 Attendance 75.  Sunday School 

attendance Children 10, Adults 22. 

 
This Week at Ebenezer 

Tuesday – Elder’s Meeting 7:00 PM 

Wednesday – Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Thursday – Church Officers Meeting 7:00 PM 

Saturday – Worship with Holy Communion 3:00 PM 

 
The Washington Circuit Pastor’s Meeting will be held here at 

Ebenezer on Tuesday, January 18
th

 at 9:00 AM. 

http://www.lcef.org/

