


God’s Trustees



Part VI

Part V



Goal

That our Stewardship is motivated in the Gospel 
is giving Glory to God!



Outcomes

In these sessions we will endeavor to:

1. discover what it means to give glory to God 
through our daily stewardship; 

2. encourage each other to live a life that 
glorifies God in word and deed; and 



Outcomes

In these sessions we will endeavor to:

1. discover what it means to give glory to God 
through our daily stewardship; 

2. encourage each other to live a life that 
glorifies God in word and deed; and 

3. realize that our present stewardship is a 
foretaste of our glorifying God forever in 
heaven. 



Prayer

O Lord God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—Giver 
of every good and of all that we are and 
have—bless us with Your wisdom, presence, 
and peace. Help us to glorify You in our 
stewardship of life. Shape our attitudes and 
actions so that those around us will know that 
we belong to You and that You have made us 
Your trustees, now and forever. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 



Seeking Wisdom

Ever since the ascension of Jesus (Luke 24; Acts 
1), His followers have lived in anticipation of 
the end of the world and His return, or the 
end of their life in this world and His summons 
to be with Him forever. This reality gives our 
stewardship a present and eternal dimension. 
That truth is reflected in many places in the 
Bible. 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Peter 4:7–11  11 If anyone speaks, he should do 
it as one speaking the very words of God. If 
anyone serves, he should do it with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things 
God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To 
him be the glory and the power for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



Seeking Wisdom

“Giving glory to God” may include singing 
uplifting songs of praise, offering prayers of 
thanksgiving, and the like. However, it is more 
than that. What is involved in God’s trustees 
glorifying God? 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Peter 4:7–11  7 The end of all things is near. 
Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled 
so that you can pray. 8 Above all, love each 
other deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins. 

What do they bring to mind for the situation in 
your life and your congregation?
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so that you can pray. 8 Above all, love each 
other deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins.  

How could this practice be a blessing to others 
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Seeking Wisdom

1 Peter 4:7–11  7 The end of all things is near. 
Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled 
so that you can pray. 8 Above all, love each 
other deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins.  

How could this practice be a blessing to others 
and glorify God? 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Peter 4:7–11  10 Each one should use whatever 
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s grace in its various forms. 
11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one 
speaking the very words of God. If anyone 
serves, he should do it with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. 

What is the corporate nature of the gifts we 
have individually received from God?



Seeking Wisdom

Notice that only two gifts are mentioned in 1 
Peter 4:7–11 . . . speaking and serving. These 
are “umbrella-like” categories of gifts, talents, 
or skills that God provides.  

How do these categories illustrate the truth that 
God does not give us an assignment (a 
stewardship) without also giving us the 
resources to fulfill it? 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through our speaking!

John 12:49–50  49 For I did not speak of my own 
accord, but the Father who sent me 
commanded me what to say and how to say it. 
50 I know that his command leads to eternal 
life. So whatever I say is just what the Father 
has told me to say.” 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through our speaking!

2 Corinthians 2:17 Unlike so many, we do not 
peddle the word of God for profit. On the 
contrary, in Christ we speak before God with 
sincerity, like men sent from God. 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through our speaking!

Ephesians 4:25, 29-32  25 Therefore each of you 
must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to 
his neighbor, for we are all members of one 
body. 29 Do not let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up according to 
their needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen. 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through our speaking!

Ephesians 4:25, 29-32  30 And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of 
all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and 
slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be 
kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through the stewardship of 
our serving!

Romans 12:1–2 

1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your spiritual act of worship. 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through the stewardship of 
our serving!

Romans 12:1–2 

2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able 
to test and approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through the stewardship of 
our serving!

Romans 12:6-8
6 We have different gifts, according to the grace 

given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him 
use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is 
serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him 
teach; 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through the stewardship of 
our serving!

Galatians 5:13–15 13 You, my brothers, were 
called to be free. But do not use your freedom 
to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one 
another in love. 14 The entire law is summed 
up in a single command: “Love your neighbor 
as yourself.”



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through the stewardship of 
our serving!

Galatians 5:13–15 15 If you keep on biting and 
devouring each other, watch out or you will be 
destroyed by each other. 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through the stewardship of 
our serving!

Galatians 6:7–10 7 Do not be deceived: God 
cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he 
sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful 
nature, from that nature will reap destruction; 
the one who sows to please the Spirit, from 
the Spirit will reap eternal life. 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through the stewardship of 
our serving!

1 Thessalonians 4:1–2, 9–12 1 Finally, brothers, 
we instructed you how to live in order to 
please God, as in fact you are living. Now we 
ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do 
this more and more. 2 For you know what 
instructions we gave you by the authority of 
the Lord Jesus.



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through the stewardship of 
our serving!

1 Thessalonians 4:1–2, 9–12 9 Now about 
brotherly love we do not need to write to you, 
for you yourselves have been taught by God to 
love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all 
the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we 
urge you, brothers, to do so more and more. 



Seeking Wisdom

Give glory to God through the stewardship of 
our serving!

1 Thessalonians 4:1–2, 9–12 11 Make it your 
ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own 
business and to work with your hands, just as 
we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win 
the respect of outsiders and so that you will 
not be dependent on anybody. 



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  Romans 12:3–8
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of 

you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 
you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the 
measure of faith God has given you. 4 Just as 
each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same 
function, 



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  Romans 12:3–8
5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, 

and each member belongs to all the others. 6

We have different gifts, according to the grace 
given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him 
use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is 
serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him 
teach; 



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  Romans 12:3–8
8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is 

contributing to the needs of others, let him 
give generously; if it is leadership, let him 
govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let 
him do it cheerfully. 



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  1 Corinthians 12:4–12
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 

Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, 
but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds 
of working, but the same God works all of 
them in all men. 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given for the common good. 



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  1 Corinthians 12:4–12
8 To one there is given through the Spirit the 

message of wisdom, to another the message 
of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another 
miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 
another distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different kinds of tongues,



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  1 Corinthians 12:4–12

and to still another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and 
the same Spirit, and he gives them to each 
one, just as he determines. 



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  1 Corinthians 12:4–12

One Body, Many Parts
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of 

many parts; and though all its parts are many, 
they form one body. So it is with Christ. 



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  Ephesians 4:11–16  11 It was he 
who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to 
be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s 
people for works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  Ephesians 4:11–16  14 Then we will 
no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by 
the waves, and blown here and there by every 
wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 
15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 
in all things grow up into him who is the Head, 
that is, Christ. 



Seeking Wisdom

Other Gifts:  Ephesians 4:11–16  16 From him the 
whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself 
up in love, as each part does its work. 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Corinthians 10:31–11:1
31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you 

do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not 
cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, 
Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try 
to please everybody in every way. For I am not 
seeking my own good but the good of many, 
so that they may be saved. 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Corinthians 10:31–11:1
1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of 

Christ. 

Please note that the wider context is 1 
Corinthians 8:1–11:1 and the specific example 
from Paul’s life. 



Seeking Wisdom

Romans 4:19–22 19 Without weakening in his 
faith, he faced the fact that his body was as 
good as dead—since he was about a hundred 
years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also 
dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief 
regarding the promise of God, but was 
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to 
God, 



Seeking Wisdom

Romans 4:19–22 21 being fully persuaded that 
God had power to do what he had promised. 
22 This is why “it was credited to him as 
righteousness.”



Seeking Wisdom

Romans 4:19–22 21 being fully persuaded that 
God had power to do what he had promised. 
22 This is why “it was credited to him as 
righteousness.”

In what sense is Abraham giving glory to God? 



Seeking Wisdom

The abuse of one’s position

Acts 12:1–3  1 It was about this time that King 
Herod arrested some who belonged to the 
church, intending to persecute them. 2 He had 
James, the brother of John, put to death with 
the sword. 3 When he saw that this pleased 
the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. 
This happened during the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. 



Seeking Wisdom

The abuse of one’s position

Acts 12:18– 23 18 In the morning, there was no 
small commotion among the soldiers as to 
what had become of Peter. 19 After Herod had 
a thorough search made for him and did not 
find him, he cross-examined the guards and 
ordered that they be executed.



Seeking Wisdom

The abuse of one’s position

Acts 12:18– 23 Then Herod went from Judea to 
Caesarea and stayed there a while. 20 He had 
been quarreling with the people of Tyre and 
Sidon; they now joined together and sought 
an audience with him. Having secured the 
support of Blastus, a trusted personal servant 
of the king, they asked for peace, 



Seeking Wisdom

The abuse of one’s position

Acts 12:18– 23 because they depended on the 
king’s country for their food supply. 21 On the 
appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, 
sat on his throne and delivered a public 
address to the people. 22 They shouted, “This 
is the voice of a god, not of a man.”



Seeking Wisdom

The abuse of one’s position

Acts 12:18– 23 23 Immediately, because Herod 
did not give praise to God, an angel of the 
Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by 
worms and died. 

What was the outcome for Herod?



Seeking Wisdom

2 Corinthians 9:6–15  6 Remember this: 
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. 7 Each man should give 
what he has decided in his heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. 



Seeking Wisdom

2 Corinthians 9:6–15 8 And God is able to make 
all grace abound to you, so that in all things at 
all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work. 9 As it is 
written: “He has scattered abroad his gifts to 
the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 



Seeking Wisdom

2 Corinthians 9:6–15 10 Now he who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will also 
supply and increase your store of seed and 
will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11 You will be made rich in every way so that 
you can be generous on every occasion, and 
through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. 



Seeking Wisdom

2 Corinthians 9:6–15 12 This service that you 
perform is not only supplying the needs of 
God’s people but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of 
the service by which you have proved 
yourselves, men will praise God for the 
obedience that accompanies your confession 
of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity 
in sharing with them and with everyone else. 



Seeking Wisdom

2 Corinthians 9:6–15 14 And in their prayers for 
you their hearts will go out to you, because of 
the surpassing grace God has given you. 15

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 



Reflecting

God’s trustees are like dispensers. God fills and 
refills our lives with His blessings, talents, 
skills, and gifts. We are asked, privileged by 
the Owner, to dispense those gifts to others in 
the name of our Lord. 



Reflecting

In our society the “bottom line” is often 
profitability, success, power, control, and/or 
“what’s in it for me?”! For the steward, it is 
honoring God, going God’s way, following 
God’s direction, because life itself is seen as 
belonging to the One who created and 
redeemed us: Jesus, God’s Son, our Savior and 
Lord! Because of the depth of His mercy, love, 
and kindness 



Reflecting

2 Corinthians 5:14–15
14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 

convinced that one died for all, and therefore 
all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who 
live should no longer live for themselves but 
for him who died for them and was raised 
again.



Reflecting

God’s trustees look differently at life. Stewards 
seek to serve the Lord by serving other 
people!



Reflecting

What helps us go “against the grain” of the 
world and its self-seeking, self-satisfying 
focus? 

What empowers us to resist the temptation to 
usurp God’s role and instead continue to be 
trustees on behalf of our Lord?  



Reflecting

1 Peter 4:12–19 
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the 

painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13

But rejoice that you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be 
overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 



Reflecting

1 Peter 4:12–19 
14 If you are insulted because of the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it 
should not be as a murderer or thief or any 
other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16

However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 
name. 



Reflecting

1 Peter 4:12–19 
17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the 

family of God; and if it begins with us, what 
will the outcome be for those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? 



Reflecting

1 Peter 4:12–19 
18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be 

saved, what will become of the ungodly and 
the sinner?”

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s 
will should commit themselves to their faithful 
Creator and continue to do good. 



Reflecting

What thoughts can strengthen God’s stewards 
to “glorify God in all things” even while 
enduring hardship or suffering? 



Reflecting

1 Peter 2:9–12  But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not 
a people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 



Reflecting

1 Peter 2:9–12  11 Dear friends, I urge you, as 
aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain 
from sinful desires, which war against your 
soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans 
that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day he visits us. 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Luke 10:1-20 (Please look up in your Bibles)

The disciples return from the stewardship 
mission of sharing the truth as it is in Jesus. 
They most likely saw great changes in some 
people’s lives (vv. 1–16). Notice what Jesus 
says is the ultimate reason for rejoicing as 
God’s stewards! 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Philippians 4:10–20  (Please look up in your 
Bibles)

St. Paul shares his trust in our Lord and also his 
thanks for the partnership he had with the 
stewards from that congregation. Share some 
of the “stewardship partnerships” in which 
individuals or the whole congregation



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Philippians 4:10–20  (Please look up in your 
Bibles)

have been involved. What were the results? 
Who received the benefits? How did this 
partnership glorify God?  



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

1 Thessalonians 1:2–10 (Please look up in your 
Bibles)

Stewardship is a privilege!



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

What will be the same, different, or changed in 
our lives, in our witness to others in the 
congregation, community, and the church-at-
large, as a result of our study of Christian 
stewardship and our being God’s trustees?



Summarizing . . . 

• Giving glory to God is more than songs of 
praise or occasional prayers. 
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• Giving glory to God is corporate, using each 
believer’s gift to assist fellow stewards. 



Summarizing . . . 

• Giving glory to God is more than songs of 
praise or occasional prayers. 

• Giving glory to God is corporate, using each 
believer’s gift to assist fellow stewards. 

• Giving glory to God takes place in the here and 
now . . . and will continue forever! 



Summarizing . . . 

Being God’s trustee and steward is an honor and 
privilege. It comes from God. It is not self-
generated. God trusts His believing people to 
manage life and all life’s resources for Him 
(session 1).



Summarizing . . . 

Our Creator provides the resources that enable 
us to fulfill His call to trusteeship (session 2).



Summarizing . . . 

We are guided in the exercise of this trust by the 
purposes He set forth for people in creation 
and revealed in Scripture for the specific 
mission of the church (session 3).



Summarizing . . . 

God’s desire for all of His stewards is faithfulness 
in using His resources freely and generously 
for His purposes (session 4).



Summarizing . . . 

His stewards seek to reflect His qualities and 
characteristics, radiating His love through our 
stewardship (session 5).



Summarizing . . . 

Living in light of the cross of Christ, as stewards 
of all of life and life’s resources, we give glory 
to God in all we are, say, and do. Jesus is our 
Lord, and we are privileged to join in the 
theme song of a fellow steward, the apostle 
Paul (Romans 11:36): “. . . from Him and 
through Him and to Him are all things! To Him 
be glory forever! Amen.” 



Summarizing . . . 

Living in light of the cross of Christ, as stewards 
of all of life and life’s resources, we give glory 
to God in all we are, say, and do. Jesus is our 
Lord, and we are privileged to join in the 
theme song of a fellow steward, the apostle 
Paul (Romans 11:36): “. . . from Him and 
through Him and to Him are all things! To Him 
be glory forever! Amen.” 



Closing Prayer

Direct us, O Lord, with Your most gracious favor. 
In all of life, support us with Your continual 
help so that all our stewardship, begun, 
continued, and ended in You, may glorify Your 
holy name, fulfill Your good and gracious will, 
and fill earth and heaven with Your praise! In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


