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Part V

Trustees, 

Let Love 

Shine 

Through!



Goal

That we may see that Love and Stewardship go 
hand in hand!



Outcomes

In this session we will endeavor to:

1. discover that our stewardship is a way for us 
to reflect the character and essential quality 
of our Lord and Owner: LOVE; 
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Outcomes

In this session we will endeavor to:

1. discover that our stewardship is a way for us 
to reflect the character and essential quality 
of our Lord and Owner: LOVE; 

2. express our love for the One who has created 
and redeemed us, giving us the privilege of 
being His managers, trustees; 

3. be encouraged to keep our love alive and 
growing. 



Prayer

O Lord God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—ignite 
in our hearts the renewing fire of Your love. 
Shape and fashion our hearts and minds, O 
God, so that in accord with Your will we may 
be the instruments of Your goodness to serve 
all those to whom You send us, far and near. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



Seeking Wisdom

As God’s trustees we are called to use faithfully 
the resources God has entrusted to us. In 
previous sessions we discussed how we grow 
in using those resources according to the will 
of the Owner (the One who provides the 
“warehouse” and the variety within it). There 
is another important dimension to what our 
stewardship is all about. 



Seeking Wisdom

It has to do with our call to reflect the character, 
personality, and qualities of the Owner! It is a 
great calling . . . and a great trust! 



Seeking Wisdom

As highlighted in the opening reading and 
prayer, the trait that leaps from the pages of 
Holy Scripture is LOVE! In Jesus Christ we see 
God revealed as the God who loves His 
people. Because “God is love” (1 John 4:16), 
we who are His stewards, trustees, are 
empowered to love. 



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the 
table in the home of Simon the Leper, a 
woman came with an alabaster jar of very 
expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She 
broke the jar and poured the perfume on his 
head.



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

4 Some of those present were saying 
indignantly to one another, “Why this waste 
of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for 
more than a year’s wages and the money 
given to the poor.” And they rebuked her 
harshly.



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you 
bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing 
to me. 7 The poor you will always have with 
you, and you can help them any time you 
want. But you will not always have me. 8 She 
did what she could. She poured perfume on 
my body beforehand to prepare for my 
burial. 



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is 
preached throughout the world, what she 
has done will also be told, in memory of her.”



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

This certainly is an extravagant act! Nard was 
very costly, a precious perfume imported from 
India. One denarius was one day’s wage. 300 
denarii would be the equivalent of a full year’s 
wages! 



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

Some people believe the action was excessive. 

1.What do you think? 

2.What would lead a person to expend so many 
of her resources in such a way? 

3.What practical results were achieved by what 
this woman did? 



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

Jesus defends the woman’s generous action. 
“She has done a beautiful thing to Me” (v. 6), 
He says in the face of the criticism leveled 
against her. Can you describe the scene and 
the feelings it may have generated? What 
does Jesus say about the appropriateness of 
her actions? 



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you 
bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing 
to me. 7 The poor you will always have with 
you, and you can help them any time you 
want. But you will not always have me. 8 She 
did what she could. She poured perfume on 
my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is 
preached throughout the world, what she has 
done will also be told, in memory of her.”



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

Stewards can miss opportunities to serve, even 
extravagantly. Jesus was not going to be 
present much longer. Perhaps the woman 
sensed this. Read verse 3 again. 



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 14:3–9  

“While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table 
in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman 
came with an alabaster jar of very expensive 
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar 
and poured the perfume on his head.’



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 1:40–41

What did the woman receive?

40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged 
him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can 
make me clean.”

41 Jesus was indignant. He reached out his 
hand and touched the man. 



Seeking Wisdom

Mark 1:40–41

“I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 42 
Immediately the leprosy left him and he was 
cleansed.

What did she do in response?



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to 
have dinner with him, he went to the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 
A woman in that town who lived a sinful life 
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s 
house, so she came there with an alabaster jar 
of perfume. 



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, 
she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 
and poured perfume on them.



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw 
this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him 
and what kind of woman she is—that she is a 
sinner.”



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have 
something to tell you.”

“Tell me, teacher,” he said.



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

41 “Two people owed money to a certain 
moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them 
had the money to pay him back, so he forgave 
the debts of both. Now which of them will 
love him more?”



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

3 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had 
the bigger debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said 
to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came 
into your house. You did not give me any 
water for my feet, but she wet my feet with 
her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 
You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, 
from the time I entered, has not stopped 
kissing my feet. 



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has 
poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I 
tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as 
her great love has shown. But whoever has 
been forgiven little loves little.”



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.”

49 The other guests began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 
sins?”

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace.”



Seeking Wisdom

Luke 7:36–50

This is a similar story, but perhaps not the same 
one. Notice how Jesus helped the people 
there understand the woman’s motive by the 
illustration in verses 41–42. (the greater debt) 
What’s the point? Why did the woman do it?   



Seeking Wisdom

1 John 4:19

We love because he first loved us.



Seeking Wisdom

Experiencing the love of God revealed in Jesus 
Christ makes a growing difference in the use 
of the variety of resources that God has 
entrusted to us. The following are just a few of 
the broad categories that trustees have to “let 
the Son shine through.” 



Seeking Wisdom

Psalm 139:13–14

13 For you created my inmost being; 

you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

14 I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; 

your works are wonderful, 

I know that full well.



Seeking Wisdom

Our body. Good stewards will take care of their 
body



Seeking Wisdom

The “stuff” of the world we can enjoy. Consider 
some of the processes and people involved in 
enabling a person to enjoy a loaf of freshly 
baked bread. What does the psalmist confess 
about his blessings, even his daily bread?



Seeking Wisdom

Psalm 103:1–5

1 Praise the LORD, my soul;   all my inmost 



Seeking Wisdom

Psalm 103:1–5

4 who redeems your life from the pit   and 



Seeking Wisdom

Psalm 145:15–16

15 The eyes of all look to you,   and you give 



Seeking Wisdom



Seeking Wisdom

Psalm 24:1  

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 
  the world, and all who live in it; 

Psalm 89:11

The heavens are yours, and yours also the earth; 
  you founded the world and all that is in it.



Seeking Wisdom

Romans 13:1 “Let everyone be subject to the 
governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The 
authorities that exist have been established by 
God.” - tells us where government—which is 
involved in many of these jointly held trusts—
fits in.



Seeking Wisdom

The psalmist reminds us of the source of these 
gifts. Why has He provided them? 



Seeking Wisdom

The gift of other people. The comment is 
sometimes made that even our children are 
“on loan” to us. Consider the story of Hannah 
in 1 Samuel 1:5, 11, and 20–28. See also Psalm 
127:3. How are others a gift from God? 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Samuel 1:5, 11

5 But to Hannah he gave a double portion 
because he loved her, and the LORD had 
closed her womb.

11 And she made a vow, saying, “LORD 
Almighty, if you will only look on your 
servant’s misery and remember me, and not 
forget your servant but give her a son, 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Samuel 1:5, 11

then I will give him to the LORD for all the days 
of his life, and no razor will ever be used on 
his head.”



Seeking Wisdom

1 Samuel 1:20-28

20 So in the course of time Hannah became 
pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named 
him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the 
LORD for him.”

21 When her husband Elkanah went up with all 
his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the 
LORD and to fulfill his vow, 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Samuel 1:20-28

22 Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, 
“After the boy is weaned, I will take him and 
present him before the LORD, and he will live 
there always.”



Seeking Wisdom

1 Samuel 1:20-28

23 “Do what seems best to you,” her husband 
Elkanah told her. “Stay here until you have 
weaned him; only may the LORD make good 
his word.” So the woman stayed at home and 
nursed her son until she had weaned him.



Seeking Wisdom

1 Samuel 1:20-28

24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with 
her, young as he was, along with a three-
year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of 
wine, and brought him to the house of the 
LORD at Shiloh. 25 When the bull had been 
sacrificed, they brought the boy to Eli, 



Seeking Wisdom

1 Samuel 1:20-28

26 and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. 
As surely as you live, I am the woman who 
stood here beside you praying to the LORD. 
27 I prayed for this child, and the LORD has 
granted me what I asked of him. 28 So now I 
give him to the LORD. For his whole life he 
will be given over to the LORD.” And he 
worshiped the LORD there.



Seeking Wisdom

Psalm 127:3

3 Children are a heritage from the LORD, 
  offspring a reward from him.

How are others a gift from God? 



Seeking Wisdom

The gift of the Gospel—the spoken Word, the 
written Word, or the visible Word in the 
Sacraments.

John 1:14–18  

14 The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.



Seeking Wisdom

John 1:14–18  

15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, 
saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I 
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed 
me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of 
his fullness we have all received grace in 
place of grace already given. 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 



Seeking Wisdom

John 1:14–18  

18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and 
only Son, who is himself God and is in closest 
relationship with the Father, has made him 
known.



Seeking Wisdom

Romans 3:21–26

21 But now apart from the law the 
righteousness of God has been made known, 
to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 
This righteousness is given through faith in 
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 



Seeking Wisdom

Romans 3:21–26

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a 
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding 
of his blood



Seeking Wisdom

Romans 3:21–26

—to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in 
his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he 
did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the 
present time, so as to be just and the one 
who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.



Seeking Wisdom

What do you consider the most meaningful 
aspect of the Gospel for your life? 



Seeking Wisdom

The gift of time—the psalmist says, “My times 
are in Your hands!” (Psalm 31:15). Isaac Watt 
teaches us to sing, “On Thee each moment we 
depend; if Thou withdraw, we die.” How does 
an awareness of the gift of time influence our 
reflection of the love of God the Giver? 



Seeking Wisdom

Genesis 32:9–12

9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father 
Abraham, God of my father Isaac, LORD, you 
who said to me, ‘Go back to your country and 
your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’ 
10 I am unworthy of all the kindness and 
faithfulness you have shown your servant. I 
had only my staff when I crossed this Jordan, 
but now I have become two camps. 



Seeking Wisdom

Genesis 32:9–12

11 Save me, I pray, from the hand of my 
brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and 
attack me, and also the mothers with their 
children. 12 But you have said, ‘I will surely 
make you prosper and will make your 
descendants like the sand of the sea, which 
cannot be counted.’”



Seeking Wisdom

Remember that he had tricked his brother and 
now was preparing to meet him. What helped 
him make this confession? What was his main 
emotion? Can we reflect a Jacob-like gratitude 
without having to be confronted with the 
possibility of our death (or someone else’s)? 
What or who can help us see that the 
resources we have are a result of God’s 
undeserved love? 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

God’s love is not a theory. “God demonstrates 
His own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8). This 
love is extravagant. Consider the story of the 
waiting father in Luke 15:11–31. This surely is 
extravagant love . . . given again, even in the 
face of disappointment and waste! 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

1 John 3:16–18 ties God’s love together with our 
response in very practical and applicable ways. 
It reminds us of Jesus’ words to His trustees in 
Matthew 5:43–48 and in John 13:34–35.



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

1 John 3:16–18 

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives for our brothers and 
sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions 
and sees a brother or sister in need but has 
no pity on them, how can the love of God be 
in that person? 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

1 John 3:16–18 

18 Dear children, let us not love with words or 
speech but with actions and in truth.



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Matthew 5:43–48

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell 
you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 45 that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven. He causes 
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Matthew 5:43–48

46 If you love those who love you, what reward 
will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own 
people, what are you doing more than others? 
Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

What does this love look like? Where does it 
begin? Does it start at home? How is it 
extended into the community? In the 
congregation? Among those who are 
“different” from us? 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Share some examples of how you have seen the 
love of God grow and be reflected among the 
members of the congregation or in the group 
with whom you are now meeting. Do not be 
shy in sharing the stories of Christ’s life-
transforming love. It’s part of being a steward 
of a great gift from God! 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

2 Timothy 3:1–5

But mark this: There will be terrible times in 
the last days. 2 People will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, 
brutal, not lovers of the good, 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

2 Timothy 3:1–5

4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having 
a form of godliness but denying its power. 
Have nothing to do with such people.



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Matthew 24:12

12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the 
love of most will grow cold,



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Philippians 2:14–16

14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 
15 so that you may become blameless and 
pure, “children of God without fault in a 
warped and crooked generation.” Then you 
will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 
as you hold firmly to the word of life. 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Philippians 2:14–16

And then I will be able to boast on the day of 
Christ that I did not run or labor in vain.



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Notice the commentary on the culture in which 
Paul lived. Note the contrast of being God’s 
loving stewards, “shining like stars” in the 
middle of dark and stormy surroundings! 
What can help us “keep our love at full 
strength” (1 Peter 4:8 NEB)? Who do you 
know that “lets the sun (Son) shine through” 
in an encouraging fashion, no matter what the 
circumstance?  



Until Next Time

What are some of the “little things” that people 
do that soon add up to a big bundle of love for 
the other person? Have you ever been on the 
receiving end of those “little things”?



Until Next Time

In what ways are you on the giving end of those 
“little things” that, put together, make up the 
bigger picture and mirror the love of Christ to 
others? Don’t be shy. Remember that “God . . . 
works in you to will and to act according to His 
good purpose” (Philippians 2:13).



Summarizing 

1. God’s love is extravagant. He is reflected in 
the growing Christ like lives of His stewards.



Summarizing 

1. God’s love is extravagant. He is reflected in 
the growing Christ like lives of His stewards.

2. It is a continuing challenge and privilege to 
express in word and deed our Redeemer’s 
love.



Summarizing 

1. God’s love is extravagant. He is reflected in 
the growing Christ like lives of His stewards.

2. It is a continuing challenge and privilege to 
express in word and deed our Redeemer’s 
love.

3. We help each other in our family and the 
family of God to grow in “letting the sun 
(Son) shine through.”



Closing Prayer

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 



Closing Prayer

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 



Closing Prayer

See, from His head, His hands, His feet 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 



Closing Prayer

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all!


