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Wait Patiently 

Christmas time is always an exciting time. One of the 
reasons for that is the preparation we make as we wait for 
our relatives to come. I’m sure you can picture it. At our 
house we get ready for Mary to come home and Grandma 
Bode to come.  And so the wait begins. Margaret is busy 
getting the house ready and baking and we are getting 
things ready for Christmas.  It does help when I say to 
Margaret, “have patience.”  When Mary comes home, we 
ask ourselves, I wonder where she is now, is she left yet?, is 
she near Champaign yet?  Should we call and see where 
she is so we know when she will be coming?   

Christmas time is always an exciting time. Another more 
important reason is the preparation we make as we wait for 
the coming of our Lord. God’s Word tells us, “The Lord’s 
coming is near.” For us this wait is going to be longer than 

 

Text: James 5:7–11 
7 Be patient, then, brothers, until 
the Lord’s coming. See how the 
farmer waits for the land to yield 
its valuable crop and how patient 
he is for the autumn and spring 
rains. 8 You too, be patient and 
stand firm, because the Lord’s 
coming is near. 



expected. This long wait may lead us to think he is not 
coming. This may also lead us to grumble against each other 
as if we were no different than little children. No one said this 
wait would be easy. In fact this wait is full of suffering that 
may cause us to give up and quit waiting patiently. 

James encouraged his readers to learn from the examples of 
those who have gone before them. Great men of faith like 
Job and the prophets persevered through much suffering 
according to God’s plan. Today we too can learn from God’s 
Word to wait patiently. First, you can disperse all doubt 
because your Lord is coming. Second, you must keep a 
proper attitude while you wait because your grumbling will be 
judged. Finally, you can be encouraged to persevere in your 
suffering by remembering the examples of those who have 
gone before you and have persevered. 

Listen again to verses 7-8, “Be patient, then, brothers, 
until the Lord‟s coming. See how the farmer waits for 
the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is 
for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and 
stand firm, because the Lord‟s coming is near.” He’s 
coming. He’s almost here. You have heard it before and you 
will hear it again. You need to hear it over and over because 
we all need constant encouragement to wait patiently. He’s 
coming. He’s almost here. We live in the last times and see 
all the signs that point to the end. But when? How long, O 
Lord, will you let your people stare at the door until you 
come? 

Let me ask you this. Who of you signed up for the short-term 
deal? Who thought the Lord was going to come back 
yesterday and is disappointed today? Who planted their crop 
today and expects to see a harvest tomorrow? No farmer 
could stay sane if he expected immediate results. He knows 



that the rains will come. He knows that the seed will grow. 
Until all that happens he waits. For the sake of the crop the 
farmer waits patiently for the rain to come and the land to 
yield its valuable crop. So are you ready for what could be 
the long haul? I say it could be long because no one knows 
the day or the hour. For some already the wait has been 
long; 70, 80, 90 years! Is the Lord ever going to come? 

He’s coming. He’s almost here. How do I know this? How 
can I be sure? Look to the Lord in his Word. Remember the 
wonderful promises that quiet your concerns. Jesus once 
promised, “In my Father‟s house are many rooms; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am.” (John 14:2-3) Keep your 
hope in the Lord’s coming not as a possibility but as a 
certainty. He’s coming. He’s almost here. We are all in this 
for the long-term deal. We all keep waiting with constant 
expectation. Let your anticipation build, but do not lose your 
confidence that your Lord is coming. Like the farmer, wait 
patiently. 

For some it is not difficult to wait patiently. What a blessing 
to have such a wonderful fruit of faith. For others, waiting 
patiently is easier said than done. The devil is constantly 
bringing temptation on you to make you unprepared for the 
Lord’s coming. Once such temptation to which our lesson 
points today is grumbling against one another. Yes, the wait 
is going to be long, but that gives Christians no excuse to fall 
into this temptation. So listen to God’s Word as it says in 
verse 9, “Don‟t grumble against each other, brothers, or 
you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!” 

What is James talking about here when he says, “Don’t 



grumble”? Some of you may be more familiar with this than 
others. Verbal abuse, gossip, judgmental criticism, 
complaining, lashing out against each other. These are all 
ways that Christians find to grumble against each other. 
These actions do not show a spirit of unity. What message 
are you sending to the world? If a visitor were to come 
through the church door and listen to your conversations 
what words would he hear? “Oh, this church is going down 
the tubes… If I had my way, things would be different… 
Have you seen how she conducts herself in public? What a 
shame the vote didn’t go my way.” 

A pastor once wrote, “Bickering Christians make evangelism 
almost impossible – who wants to join a church that is full of 
backbiting and quarreling? Even total unbelievers can smell 
that a mile away.” How true that is! As Christians in 
fellowship with each other we should stop our grumbling. 
The judge will condemn those who are not waiting patiently. 
He will come unexpectedly and may catch you unrepentant 
in your sin. As your judge he will sentence you, as you 
deserve. The punishment for sin is eternal death in hell. 
Unbelievers can grumble all they want down there. In hell 
there will be no more second chances. 

But while you are still here and while there is still time, 
repent of your sins, including your sins of grumbling against 
each other. The judge does not want to see you punished for 
your sin. That is why he gives us this warning in our lesson. 
God cares very much about how Christians should treat one 
another. God also cares very much about forgiving your sins. 
He cared so much that he sent Jesus to be your perfect 
substitute. Jesus came to live a humble life. He came to die 
a selfless death. Because of Jesus’ death on the cross the 
Judge declares you not guilty of your sin. Jesus paid for all 
your sins even your sins of grumbling against each other. 



Since God so loved you and me, what then should our 
attitude be? As we remember the selflessness of our Savior 
we cannot help but respond with fruits of faith. Therefore we 
will treat each other with “love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control” (Gal. 5:22-23). We need each other. We need 
encouragement and guidance from our fellow Christians. We 
can be there for each other when this wait gets long. We can 
build each other up so that we all are strong in the faith. We 
can patiently bear the burden of abuse that people bring 
against us as we wait for the Lord’s coming. 

This wait may be long and it may be burdensome, but we 
are not alone in our suffering. God is with us through 
everything with his guiding and protecting hand. He is with 
us today just as he was with those who have gone before us. 
James directs our attention to examples of those who have 
persevered in this life of suffering. Look at verses 10-11, 
“Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of 
suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 
the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those who 
have persevered. You have heard of Job‟s perseverance 
and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The 
Lord is full of compassion and mercy.” 

Take the prophets. Think about the life they endured. Called 
by God to speak words of total destruction for the sins of 
their own people. How many of them were threatened with 
death again and again. How intense was their suffering and 
abuse for speaking in the name of the Lord. The prophet 
Elijah ran for his life when evil queen Jezebel wanted 
revenge for killing the prophets of Baal. The prophet Hosea 
was considered a fool and a maniac. The prophet Jeremiah 
was put in a cistern by his enemies and left to die until 
someone rescued him. The prophet Isaiah was possibly 



executed by being sawn in two. The list goes on. The 
suffering continued. Yet they persevered and never totally 
gave up because they were not alone. 

Go back and read about God’s prophets in the Bible. See for 
yourself how God responded to those who persecuted his 
people. See how God was with his prophets. Trust the words 
spoken to Jeremiah, “„Today I have made you a fortified 
city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the 
whole land… They will fight against you but will not 
overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you,‟ 
declares the LORD” (Jer. 1:18-19). God came to the 
prophets again and again to remind and encourage them of 
his presence with them. 

The prophets serve as great examples for us of patience in 
suffering. The world hated the prophets and the world will 
hate you too. Believers don’t get special treatment. Instead 
they are persecuted and tormented. We are pushed to the 
point of giving up. What a comfort it is to know that the Lord 
is in control of this world. We willingly submit all things to his 
power and remember that he knows what is best for us. If we 
are to live with the prophets as our examples then we can 
expect to suffer in this life. But even suffering comes from 
the Lord. 

We can say with Job, “Shall we accept good from God, 
and not trouble?” (Job 2:10) This spoken after Job had lost 
everything including his flocks and herds, his children, even 
his health. But even with all this God made sure that he had 
not given Job so much suffering that he could not bear it. 
What an encouraging example Job is for us all. Even more 
encouraging is how God brought an end to Job’s suffering by 
blessing him with twice what he had started with. Twice the 
animals, ten more children, and a long life to the age of 140 



to enjoy his earthly blessings. And how great is the Lord who 
will never give you so much that you cannot bear it. Your can 
have encouragement to persevere because you know God 
will give blessings now and in eternity to those who 
persevere and keep their love for him. 

The end of our lesson states the heart of our confidence, 
“The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.” Your God is 
a God of love and faithfulness. He is slow to anger. He is 
compassionate and gracious. Therefore, when you suffer, 
don’t give up. If it seems as if no one else in the world is 
there for you, never say die. When God sees fit to take away 
from you instead of increase what you have, keep holding 
on. Remember the examples of those who have gone before 
you. Your Lord has an end to your suffering. God does not 
allow us to suffer for no reason, and even though the reason 
may be hidden in the mystery of his divine purpose we must 
trust in him, as the God who does only what is right. Only 
after this life is over will we realize God’s will for our lives. 
Then we will have all eternity in heaven to praise him for 
preserving us. 

Christmas time is always an exciting time. This advent 
season we get to prepare for the Lord who is coming soon to 
take us to heaven. The attitude of our heart motivates all that 
we do in life. Let your heart be filled with patience as you 
wait for the Lord’s coming. This wait will be longer than you 
may expect. But don’t let the length of your wait discourage 
you in your eager anticipation. 


