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“Rest for the Blest”  

John writes, "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
now on ..."; and in saying this, he is specifying who these 
blessed ones are. They are those who die "in the Lord". 

 Dear Ed, Darrel and Ruth, Doug and Martha, John and 
Justin.  Your dear wife, mother and grandmother was 
blessed on Saturday morning to die in the Lord.  She was in 
the Lord all her life, since her being in the Lord began here 
at this church, Ebenezer Lutheran Church where Ruth was 
baptized and became a child of God.  That day was her day 
to be blessed in the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.  There with the water and the living Word Ruth’s 

 

Text: Revelation 14:13 
Then I heard a voice from heaven 
say, “Write this: Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from 
now on.” 
 
   “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will 
rest from their labor, for their 
deeds will follow them.” 



 

sins were removed through the merits of Jesus Christ.  She 
became a blessed child of God.   

Today we give thanks to our merciful God for the gift of Ruth 
and His mercy and grace in the promise: “Never will I leave 
You never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5.  There was 
no day that Ruth was not blessed to be in the Lord. 

She was blessed with the physical blessings of loving 
parents and country values of her parents Emma and Louis, 
marrying Ed and being blessed with over 65 years of 
marriage, have two wonderful boys, and two wonderful 
grandsons.   

Those blessings were our blessings as well, for through her 
love of family, church and community we received from Ruth 
her love to us.   

John’s Revelation proclaims, “Blessed are dead who die in 
the Lord.” Ruth is blessed in the Lord this day, but we 
received blessings of blessed Ruth for 85 years. 

Today we give thanks to our Lord for the gift of Ruth, we 
recount the blessings and memories, and we use her 
example of good works to imitate.   

To some this might not sound like a regular Lutheran sermon 
of grace through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord.  After all in 
Ephesians 2 we read:  “8 For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can 
boast.” 

Let there be no mistake the only way to heaven is through 
Jesus Christ and him alone, not by our own works. There is 
nothing that we do to merit heaven on our own works.  This 



 

was most definitely the confession that Ruth made many 
times in her life and as recently as week when Ed, Doug and 
Ruth took the Lord Supper for the last time.   

We read together with Ed at the house the beautiful words of 
Christ, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) 

But yet, we are here to celebrate the life of dear Ruth.  When 
we celebrated as we did many times with anniversaries, 
birthdays, and reunions, we thank God for the marriage of 
Ruth and Ed, the gift of wonderful boys and wives, 
grandchildren, and past accomplishments.  These 
accomplishments all involved good deeds by Ruth.  Let us 
continue to celebrate them.  Celebrate your memories of 
Ruth.   

The text that Ruth selected for this day Revelation 14:13 
Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” 
says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their 
deeds will follow them.”  Be assured the good deeds of 
Ruth will follow her in our memories. And you have many 
good memories as a family and as friends. 

Concentrate on the good.  Psalm 103 states: 

8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to 
anger, abounding in love.   9 He will not always accuse, 
nor will he harbor his anger forever;   10 he does not 
treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to 
our iniquities.   11 For as high as the heavens are above 
the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him;   12 
as far as the east is from the west,   so far has he 
removed our transgressions from us. 



 

Ruth’s sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ’s suffering and 
death on the cross.  “The Blood of Jesus Christ cleanses 
us from all sins.”  (1 John 1:17) 

The Psalmist tells us that the Lord removes our sins, as far 
as the east to the west.  They are gone through the washing 
of our sins away.  Today we do not remember Ruth’s short -
comings, and we dare not, because our Lord has removed 
them for the sake of Christ. 

Therefore we remember and give thanks for a wonderful 
wife, good mother, and a good person who did many good 
things.  You and the people here today have many good 
memories and your own stories.  Cherish them.  Scripture 
tells us that that is all there is.  Good memories and good 
deeds that follow Ruth is all that is left.   We take comfort 
peace that Christ removed all the bad, all sin, all heart 
disease, all stubbornness, all pain, all death and all that is 
left is good. 

This day we rejoice!  We sing the Christmas carol, “Joy to 
the World, the Lord has Come.”  Through baptism Ruth 
received her King; she prepared room for Jesus in her heart; 
and she sang and will sing with all heaven and all nature that 
Jesus is her Lord and Savior. 

We celebrate Christmas this year with a different attitude 
and with emptiness in heart.  The Lord will fill the empty 
vacuum of hearts that miss Ruth so much with his rich love. 

The voice of John the Baptizer comes to us with strengthen 
words: 

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 
Speak  tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, that her 



 

sin has been paid for, that she has received from 
the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice of 
one calling:   “In the wilderness prepare the way for 
the LORD;   make straight in the desert   a highway 
for our God. 

 4 Every valley shall be raised up, every 
mountain and hill made low;   the rough ground 
shall become level, the rugged places a plain.   5 
And the glory of the LORD will be revealed,    and 
all people will see it together.   For the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry out.”  And I 
said, “What shall I cry?” “All people are like grass, 
and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the 
field.   7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
because the breath of the LORD blows on them. 
  Surely the people are grass.   8 The grass withers 
and the flowers fall, but the word of our God 
endures forever.” 
 

Ruth like a flower withered in the end.  She was not able to 
do or be like she wanted, but the Word of our God endures 
forever.  John writes in his Gospel: “The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (I John 14:1)  
This was assured John in his Revelation “Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from now on.”  Ruth is blessed.  I 
like to translate the word “Blessed” with the word, “happy.” 
She is happy that she is at rest with her Lord and Savior. 

Through your streaming tears and sadness be assured that 
you to are blessed.  Christ grace is sufficient for you. (2 
Corinthians 12:9)  As Christ’s power was made perfect in 
Ruth’s weakness, so now when you are weak from tears and 
stress, Christ’s grace is sufficient for you.  Ed and family you 
have no other place to go for your strength.  Remember the 



 

good works that follow Ruth and cling to Christ’s sufficient 
grace of his mercy. 

“Joy to the World,” Joy to the Gardner family and to all of us, 
for Christ has come down to us with His all sufficient grace. 
Let your hearts prepare for Him room in the midst of your 
sadness and grief. 

Ruth was a great Lady with a greater Lord and Savior. 
Today we can paraphrase our text from Revelation: 13 Then 
I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed is Ruth 
who died in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, 
“Ruth will rest from their labor, for Ruth’s deeds will follow 
her.” 

That’s where the next generation comes in.  Make sure that 
Ruth’s deeds will follower her.  Tell of Ruth, and tell of them 
fondly with love.  Her works are all that is left for us.  Then, 
tell the best yet, which is her Savior that made this day 
possible. This is a day full of sadness, but also a day with 
greater joy.  This is a day of good byes, but also a day of 
welcome in the name of our Lord.  This is a day of 
unsettledness, but also a day peace good will toward all 
mankind. 

Yes, Ruth is blessed, but we are blessed also in Christ our 
Lord.  The Christmas anthem is right:  “Joy to the World the 
Lord has Come.”   

Amen. 

 


