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Be Faithful 

Today we meditate upon Oscar’s confirmation verse, Rev 
2:10. In this verse Jesus promises the Christians at Smyrna, 
and indeed you and me, ―Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life‖ (KJV). As we consider this 
wonderful verse from the final book of the Bible, I would 
apply this verse to Oscar’s life and to your lives by especially 
considering other marvelous verses from this book. 

Dear friends and relatives of our departed brother Oscar, 
especially you, dear Al and Chris, grandchildren, brothers 
and sisters, relatives and friends. 

What does it mean to be faithful? When someone is faithful, 
he or she is someone who can be trusted. Specifically, 
Faithful Individuals Keep Their Word. 

 

Text: Revelation 2:10b  
Be thou faithful until death and I 
will give you the crown of life. 



 

When we thus consider faithfulness, we must first realize 
that this truth applies absolutely to God. By God’s grace and 
power we can then be faithful to our confession. When we 
are faithful unto death, we, in Christ, receive a crown of life. 

Faithful individuals are those whose word can be absolutely 
counted upon. And so, when you and I think of being faithful, 
we should first think of our God. God is faithful. The apostle 
Paul said that God is faithful, ―for he cannot disown 
himself‖ (2 Tim 2:13). God can be completely counted 
upon. God’s Word is completely reliable. When God says 
something, you know it is as he says. 

Consider each person of the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—and realize that God is faithful; he cannot deny 
himself. When God the Father promised that he would send 
his Son to save mankind, then the faithful Father had to do 
just that. In the fullness of time, God the Father had to send 
his Son, born of a woman, born to purchase us from sin and 
death with his holy, precious blood. When the Son of God 
says, ―I will give you a crown of life,‖ such a promise is a 
certainty, for it comes from the mouth of God. To make this 
promise a reality, the faithful Son of God had to die our 
death and rise from the grave. Because of such work, he 
indeed can and does give a crown of life. Because the third 
person of the Holy Trinity, God the Holy Spirit, inspired the 
Bible, we realize that the Bible can be completely trusted for 
the Holy Spirit is faithful, and he faithfully enables us to 
believe in the central message of the Bible, Jesus Christ.  

The question is are we faithful? Are we to be counted upon? 
Are we keeping our word in relation to our God? ―Be faithful 
unto death,‖ Jesus declares, ―and I will give you a crown 
of life.‖ 



 

Since God is the faithful one, all faithfulness must begin and 
end with him. So it was with Oscar. On Sept. 16, 1916, our 
faithful God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—put his name on 
Oscar Bargan in Baptism. And when his name was put on 
Oscar, Oscar became a child of the heavenly Father. Oscar 
also became a redeemed one, united with the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. Oscar became a temple of the Holy 
Spirit. God, our faithful triune God, gave these blessings to 
Oscar Bargan, because God had promised to do this in 
Baptism, and God is faithful.  

Baptism is a covenant. In Oscar’s Baptism, God’s side of the 
covenant was to freely bless Oscar with the gifts of salvation 
in Christ Jesus. God would not break the covenant 
agreement, for God is completely faithful. God would not 
withdraw the blessings given Oscar. Oscar’s side of the 
covenant was to remain faithful to the triune God, in whose 
name he was baptized. Could Oscar be faithful on his side of 
the covenant? Would Oscar continue in the worship of the 
triune God? 

In preparation for his confirmation, Oscar was taught the 
Chief Parts of the Christian faith, beginning with the Ten 
Commandments. He knew that God’s Ten Commandments 
were to be obeyed and that they continually expose our 
sinfulness and need for Christ’s forgiveness, that without 
Jesus we all rightly deserve God’s condemnation. Consider 
this verse from Revelation: ―And the unbelieving and 
abominable, and murderers and the sexually immoral 
persons and the sorcerers and the idolaters and all 
liars—their part will be in the lake that burns with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death‖ (21:8). The 
second death is hell. Oscar has now experienced the first 
death. His body has died. But Oscar has been delivered 
from this second death!  



 

He’s been delivered because of what he learned and 
believed as the second chief part of his confirmation 
instruction: the Apostles’ Creed. The creed teaches that the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the God in whose name 
Oscar had been baptized, created, redeemed, and sanctified 
him. At the heart of the creed, Oscar learned of the loving 
Savior. Visiting Oscar in his last months, I observed that he 
knew by heart many Bible verses about his Savior, such as 
from the first chapter of Revelation: ―Jesus Christ [is] the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and 
freed us from our sins by his blood . . . to him be glory‖ 
(1:5, 6b). Oscar believed this—that Jesus arose from the 
dead, that he is the firstborn from the dead. Oscar believed 
that Jesus released us from our sins by his blood. Oscar 
believed that Jesus loves us so much that he was 
condemned in our place, so that we would be completely 
delivered from that second death, from hell. God, our faithful 
God, has done these things. And Oscar, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, believed in these life-saving facts of salvation. 

To continue to believe, Oscar needed God’s strength. 
Therefore, in catechism class, he was taught to pray. When I 
visited Oscar in his last weeks of life, he joyfully joined me in 
the Lord’s Prayer. In this best of all prayers, Oscar asked 
God to continually bless him with the pure Word of Christ, to 
send him the Holy Spirit, and to bend his will so that he 
would remain faithful to his Lord and not follow the will of the 
devil, the world, or the flesh. These prayers ascended 
upward, as attested also by Revelation: ―The prayers of the 
saints, went up before God‖ (8:4). So Oscar, one of the 
saints in Christ Jesus, prayed to be faithful, and his prayers 
went before God. God answered those prayers. 

In catechism class Oscar learned what God worked upon 



 

him in his Baptism. Rev 7:14: ―They have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.‖ 
Christ’s salvation had been personally applied to Oscar in 
his Baptism; Oscar had had his sins washed away in the 
blood of the Lamb, Jesus. 

Oscar Bargan wasn’t a perfect man. You who knew him best 
fully realize that he sinned, even against you, his dear family. 
To remain faithful unto death, Oscar—and I and every 
Christian—need repentance. God deeply desires that we 
repent of our sins, but Rev 9:20 tells us, ―The rest of 
mankind . . . still did not repent of the work of their 
hands.‖ Oscar realized that as a faithful Christian he 
needed constantly to turn from sin toward forgiveness in our 
Lord and Savior. Oscar learned in catechism instruction that 
this was how we daily use our Baptisms: to repent, to daily 
drown the sinful nature, and to have the ―new man‖ come 
forth in the forgiveness of Jesus. He knew that he could 
come to church and hear and receive joyfully the pastor’s 
pronouncement of Christ’s absolution. 

Finally, Oscar learned in catechism that he could personally 
receive this much-needed forgiveness through Holy 
Communion. In the Book of Revelation Jesus invites, ―Here I 
am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with 
him, and he with me‖ (3:20). In constant repentance, 
opening the door of his heart for forgiveness, Oscar joyfully 
dined with and upon his forgiving Savior in the Sacrament of 
the Altar. 

As a result of all this instruction, on May 18, 1930, Oscar 
confirmed his baptismal covenant with the triune God. He 
promised he would remain faithful to what he had been 
taught. With God’s help he would suffer all, even death, 



 

rather than fall away from the faith of the triune God. Oscar 
promised to regularly hear the Word of God and regularly 
receive the body and blood of Jesus in the Lord’s Supper. 
Any Christian who makes such promises realizes that it is 
only through our Lord’s Word and Sacrament that we can be 
strengthened to remain faithful and keep them. And on that 
day Oscar received that body and blood of his Savior for the 
first time. 

Now as many of you know, I didn’t come here until 1990. I 
can tell you that Oscar demonstrated faithfulness to his 
confirmation promises ever since he came to retire here at 
rural Leslie. Do you think that means everything goes the 
way we want? No! The very nature of Christian faithfulness 
is that we’re called to be faithful especially when we have 
pains and problems. Thus, appropriately, in the text 
surrounding Oscar’s confirmation verse, Jesus says, ―I 
know your tribulations. . . . Do not fear what you are 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some 
of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you 
will have tribulation for ten days‖ (2:9–10 NASB). 
Tribulations are the trials, pains, problems, and stresses of 
this life. Later in Revelation, the apostle John was asked, 
―Who are these in white robes?‖ The answer is simply, 
―These are they who have come out of the great 
tribulation‖ (7:15 NASB). 

The great tribulation—that’s what we live in and that’s what 
Oscar lived through! Oscar experienced great tribulation 
during his earthly pilgrimage. It must have been a horrible, 
tragic time when Oscar and his first wife, Rose, experienced 
the death of their beloved daughter. It surely was a most 
awful time when Oscar lost dear Rose herself. It was difficult 
in the military service.  However, it was and is at just such 
times of tribulation that Oscar and all Christians must realize 



 

they especially need the Savior, they especially need the 
conviction that God is faithful. 

Thus now, when you here today experience the tribulation of 
Oscar’s death, realize God is faithful. When God promises, 
―I will give you a crown of life,‖ he means it. And when 
God declares, ―Nothing can separate you from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus,‖ it is an absolute certainty, for God 
is faithful. When God makes a promise, it can be trusted as 
an absolute fact; no ifs, ands, or buts. God cannot lie or 
deceive, for he is faithful.  

Yes, by the grace and power of God that he received 
through the means of grace, Oscar remained faithful unto 
death. And now he has the crown of life. Oscar’s spirit is now 
with his Lord in great joy and peace, and he knows that on 
the Last Day his body will rise victorious as well. Then Oscar 
will experience the crown of life in its fullest sense, for in 
physically rising from the dead, Oscar will have eternal life 
as God intended—as body and soul together. Once again, 
the Book of Revelation describes this wondrous crown of life 
for us: 

Never again will they hunger; never again will they 
thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any 
scorching heat. For the Lamb [Jesus] at the center of 
the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to 
springs of living water. And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes. (7:16–17) 

Picture Oscar experiencing this crown of life, from the 
second-last chapter of the Bible: 

―Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and he 
will dwell among them, and they shall be his people, and 



 

God himself will be among them, and he will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be 
any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.‖ And 
he who sits on the throne said, ―Behold, I am making all 
things new.‖ And he said, ―Write, for these words are 
faithful and true.‖ (21:3–5 NASB, emphasis added) 

Yes, these are faithful words because they are God’s Word, 
and God is faithful. Thanks be to God today that we, in 
reviewing Oscar’s Christian pilgrimage, can say, ―Oscar 
was faithful—faithful unto death.‖ In his Lord and Savior, 
Oscar has received the crown of life! 


