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EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

Port Hudson, Missouri 

 

FUNERAL SERVICE 
December 14, 2010 

11:00 AM 

 

 

RUTH PELSTER GARDNER 

 February 14, 1925 – December 11, 2010 

 

“He that spared not his own son, but delivered him up for 

us all, 

 how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” 
                                                                 Romans 8:32                                                             

 

AS WE GATHER:  We are gathered to give thanks to 

God for the life of Ruth Gardner and to pray for those who 

mourn their loss.  Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection is 

the seal of God’s promise that He will give the gift of 

eternal life to those who cling to Him and hear His call to 

follow.  Ruth wrote the following service and obituary.  

The readings and sermon text was selected by Ruth as well. 

Pastor added Ed’s favorite Psalm 121, and the hymn “Joy 

to the World.”  In the obituary Pastor added John’s fiancé 

Valerie and Justin’s fiancé Jessica, and brothers Harold 

Pelster and wife Erika and Howard Pelster and wife, Irma, 

and mention of Ruth’s surviving sisters-in-law.   
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PRAYER: Loving Heavenly Father, we give You thanks 

for the life of Ruth and for the many years we have had to 

know her.  We give You thanks that You sent Your only 

Son, Jesus, to call us to follow and believe in the promise 

that as we follow in faith we are given the gift of eternal 

life.  Console us with this promise of eternal life and Ruth 

now enjoys, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

++++ 
 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father, 

 who created us and is our source of eternal life. 

In the name of the Son, 

 who calls us to follow Him to receive eternal life. 

In the name of the Holy Spirit, 

 who creates the faith in us so that we may have 

eternal life.  Amen 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the source of all mercy and the God of all consolation.  He 

comforts us in all our sorrows so that we may comfort 

others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves 

have received from God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN 

“I’m But a Stranger Here”  #515 
 

PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
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Let us pray:   O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks 

for your loving kindness to all Your servants who, having 

heard Your call to follow our Lord Jesus Christ, have 

finished their life in faith, and now rest from their labors.  

Grant that we also may be faithful to death and receive the 

crown of eternal life, through Jesus Christ Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

PSALMODY                                                                             

Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

 He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads 

me beside quiet waters, 

He restores my soul.  He guides me in paths of 

righteousness for His name’s sake. 

 Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies.  You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days 

of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,  and will 

be for ever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                
Job 19: 23-27 

 Oh that my words were recorded, that they were 

written on a scroll, that they were inscribed with an iron 

tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever!  I know that my 

Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the 

earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my 

flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own 

eyes---I, and not another.  How my heart yearns within me! 

 

EPISTLE                                                                      
Hebrews 11:1-3,13-16 

 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 

certain of what we do not see.  This is what the ancients 

were commended for.  By faith we understand that the 

universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is 

seen was not made out of what was visible. 

 All these people (Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah) 

were still living by faith when they died.  They did not 

receive the things promised; they only saw them and 

welcomed them from a distance.  And they admitted that 

they were aliens and strangers on earth.  People who say 

such things show that they are looking for a country of 

their own.  If they had been thinking of the country they had 

left, they would have had opportunity to return.  Instead, 

they were longing for a better country –a heavenly one.  

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their god, for he 

has prepared a city for them. 
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Psalm 121 

 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains—  

   where does my help come from?  

My help comes from the LORD,  

   the Maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot slip—  

   he who watches over you will not slumber;  

Indeed, he who watches over Israel  

   will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD watches over you—  

   the LORD is your shade at your right hand;  

The sun will not harm you by day,  

   nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all harm—  

   he will watch over your life;  

The LORD will watch over your coming and going  

   both now and forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,  and will be for 

ever. Amen. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                    
John 5:24-29 

 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me, has eternal life and will not be 

condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.  I tell 

you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the 

dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who 

hear will live.  For as the Father has life in himself, so he 
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has granted the Son to have life in himself.  And he has 

given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man 

 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when 

all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out 

–those who have done good will rise to live, and those who 

have done evil will rise to be condemned.” 

 

HYMN:  “Joy to the World, the Lord is Come!” LW 53 

 

SERMON  “Rest for the Blest”   Revelation 14:13 

                                                        

CREED 

 Those who have heard the call of their Savior and who 

follow Him, confess this God-given faith.  We join to 

confess our faith in the Father who grants us life, in the 

Son who by His death and resurrection has opened the 

doors of eternal life to us, and in the Holy Spirit, who 

brings us to faith and supplies us with hope for our 

resurrection. 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right had of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
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sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS 

 Let us pray.  Almighty God, You have called Your 

chosen people together into one holy body.  Give to Your 

whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light and Your 

peace. 

 Hear us, O Lord. 
 Grant that all who have been called into Your 

kingdom by baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection 

may die to sin and rise to newness of life, and that through 

the gate of death and the grave we may pass with Him to 

our joyful resurrection. 

 Hear us, O Lord. 
 Give to us who are still here on earth and who walk by 

faith, Your Holy Spirit, that we may be lead in holiness and 

righteousness all our days. 

 Hear us, O Lord. 
 Give to Your faithful people forgiveness and peace 

that we may be cleansed from all our sins and follow You 

and serve You. 

 Hear us, O Lord. 
Give to all who mourn a sure confidence in Your 

loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may 

know the consolation of Your love. 

 Hear us, O Lord. 
 Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot 

understand, to continue to listen to Your calling and follow 

You. 

 Hear us, O Lord. 
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 God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ, to call us and to give us life.  We give You thanks 

that by His death He destroyed the power of death and by 

His resurrection opened the kingdom of heaven to all 

believers. Strengthen us in the confidence that because He 

lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life nor 

things present nor things to come will be able to separate 

us from Your love which is in Christ Jesus Our Lord; who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 Our Father who art in heaven hallowed by Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

     The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you 

peace.  Amen 
 

HYMN: “How Great Thou Art”  #519 
 

RECESSIONAL 
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Ruth Gardner 

 

 Ruth Gardner was born February 14, 1925 to Louis A. 

and Emma Korff Pelster.  A life long member of the 

Lutheran Church, she was received into the kingdom of 

God’s grace by the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on March 

8, 1925 and on April 10, 1938 she confirmed her baptismal 

vows in the Rite of Confirmation. 

 Ruth was a file clerk at the St. Louis Ordinance Depot 

during W W II and was a grocery checker for 25 years for 

A & P and Kroger.  She was an officer and communicator 

for Lutheran Brotherhood and participated in their many 

projects.  She was a member of Ebenezer Ladies Aid and 

was chairman of their World Relief Quilt Project that made 

over 1500 quilts.  She was a member of the Four Rivers 

Genealogy Society. 

 On February 27, 1945 she was united in marriage with 

Edward Gardner at St. Paulus Lutheran Church in San 

Francisco, California.  This union was blessed with two 

sons, Daryl Wayne and Douglas Edward Gardner, two 

daughters-in-law Ruth and Martha and two grandsons, 

Justin Edward and Jonathan Eric Gardner. 

 Ruth was called into eternal rest on December 11, 

2010 at St. John’s Mercy Hospital in Washington, Mo.  Her 

mortal remains were today laid to rest in the sure and 

certain hope of the resurrection of all flesh when Christ 

returns in glory. 

 Ruth is survived by her husband, Edward L. L. 

Gardner; two sons, Daryl Gardner and wife Ruth of 

Paducah, Kentucky and Douglas Gardner and wife Martha 

of Hernando, Mississippi; two grandsons, Justin Gardner 
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and fiancé, Jessica and Jonathan Gardner and fiancé, 

Valarie.  Ruth is also survived by two brothers, Howard 

Pelster and his wife Irma of Washington, Missouri and 

Harold Pelster and his wife Erika of Los Angeles, 

California. 

Ruth also leaves to survive six sisters-in-law and many 

nieces and nephews. 

 

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 

henceforth; Yes, saith the spirit, that they may rest from 

their labors, and their works do follow them.” (Rev. 14:13) 
 

  

 

PALLBEARERS 

Phil Pelster 

Sean Devoy 

Lester Gardner II 

Scott Gardner 

Jonathan Gardner 

Justin Gardner 

  

 

The family invites all to join them in lunch and 

fellowship in the Church fellowship hall following the 

service. 
 


