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He Knew 

It seems like just a month ago that I was reading the Gospel 
of Palm Sunday.  It was longer than that, but it comes up a 
couple of times during the year - one of them actually on 
Palm Sunday.  It is historically the lesson with which we 
begin the Church year.  Today is the first Sunday in Advent.  
This year I am preaching once again on the Gospel Lessons, 
and so we face the triumphal entry of our Lord into 
Jerusalem just a week before His crucifixion.  There are a lot 
of ways of approaching this lesson for preaching, and many 
lessons to be learned from it.  The one that strikes me this 
year is the knowledge of Jesus about who He is and what is 
happening around Him.  These truths are illustrated for us in 

 

Text: Matthew 21:1-9 
And the disciples went and did 
just as Jesus had directed them, 
and brought the donkey and the 
colt, and laid on them their 
garments, on which He sat.  And 
most of the multitude spread 
their garments in the road, and 
others were cutting branches 
from the trees, and spreading 
them in the road.  And the 
multitudes going before Him, and 
those who followed after were 
crying out, saying, "Hosanna to 
the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE 
WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF 
THE LORD; Hosanna in the 
highest!" 



the Gospel, and so, our text for this first Sunday in the new 
Church Year is, "He Knew". 

This is a wonderful text for Advent because Jesus is coming 
into town, and Advent means "Coming".  Our salvation is 
coming to its climax and goal.  From our place in history, this 
old news, but as it was happening, all of the promises of the 
Old Testament prophets were approaching their fulfillment.  
The King was coming in, salvation was approaching.  The 
serpent of old was about to bruise His heel and He was 
preparing to crush the devil's head.  If you think the angels 
were excited on Christmas night, I imagine that they were 
truly on pins and needles as Christ approached the summit 
of Golgotha and the whole story of history was about to 
come to it's thrilling climax! 

In our lesson, Jesus rides into Jerusalem in His coronation 
ride, receiving the praise from the people that had 
resounded in the ears of the kings of Israel in ancient times; 
"Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest."  The people 
dreamed that this might be a true coronation for their 
Messiah-King.  The political world that lived in that sort of 
reality knew that it was just a religious demonstration of 
sorts.  The High Priest was not impressed, he was irritated 
by it.  Jesus, however, knew the deep reality of the 
coronation.  He was probably the only One who understood 
how real and meaningful the coronation was - with all that 
significance hidden under the disguise of a short impromptu 
parade. 

How do I know that Jesus knew?  From the text.  Jesus sent 
the disciples into Bethphage knowing so clearly what was 
about was about to happen that He could tell them where to 
find the animals tied, and how many there would be, and 



what to say when someone would come up to them and ask 
them where they thought they were going with these two 
animals.  Matthew doesn't tell us, but Mark, as he relates 
these events, tells us that the men in the town - bystanders - 
who saw them untie the donkeys actually did ask the 
question Jesus told the disciples how to answer, and when 
they answered with Jesus' words, Mark tells us that "they 
gave them permission".  He knew. 

Just as certainly, Jesus knew about the crowd awaiting Him 
inside the city, and the hubbub that His riding into town was 
going to cause.  It seems that He had to take this coronation 
ride to be truly the King of Israel.  Sure, it was symbol, but 
then again, every coronation is largely symbol.  The power 
and authority is already there.  Coronations are simply a 
public announcement of the reality.  But just as Jesus knew 
the donkeys would be there, and that the men would allow 
the disciples to take the beasts for the use of the Lord, Jesus 
knew that multitude would meet Him at the gates and throw 
their cloaks and outer garments in the path and cry out the 
ancient coronation cry of 'Hosanna to the Son of David.' 

He also knew that this would heighten the tension between 
Himself and the temple leaders.  I don't believe that Jesus 
wanted to be controversial for the sake of being 
controversial.  I think it was simply a necessity.  Each man 
had their role to play and they had to be primed to spring into 
action and do the things that would be required to complete 
the week as Jesus knew it would be completed.  There were 
probably a million things that could go wrong, and Jesus was 
making sure the conditions were just right so that events 
would unfold just as the prophets had foretold them, and as 
His heavenly Father had planned. 

I cannot imagine what it must have been like to prod this 



plan into action, knowing what was coming, but it is clear 
that Jesus knew.  He knew who He was and He knew what 
He had come to do.  He knew what it was going to feel like - 
every last stroke of the lash and each moment hanging on 
the cross.  I don't imagine that Jesus had the highs and lows 
that you or I would have.  He wasn't likely impressed by the 
crowd or the moment of the parade as we might be.  His 
"thrill" had to be tempered by knowing what the rest of the 
week was going to bring.  Nevertheless, I suspect that there 
was some joy in it - in hearing even a faint version of the 
praise which was rightly His, and in seeing the plan working 
step by step to accomplish His holy aims. 

He did it all, of course, for you.  He laid the plans and walked 
the path - every step - for you, that sinful men might accuse 
Him falsely and convict Him unjustly and put Him to death 
though totally innocent so that He could take your place, die 
your death, suffer the wrath of God against sin - your sin - in 
order to redeem you.  By His stripes you have been healed, 
and by His death, you have been made an heir of everlasting 
life.  He did it all with His eyes wide open.  He knew. 

He knew that you would hear these words today.  I suspect 
that as a man, Jesus was thinking about the moment, and 
the week to come, more than He was thinking about this day 
two thousand years later, but as God, He knew.  You and I 
are not accidents of history or mistakes along the way.  God 
worked all that He accomplished in Jesus Christ for you and 
you and I just as much as for those who walked with Him in 
those days.  Because of Him, your sins are forgiven.  It is not 
that your sins might be forgiven, or can be forgiven, but they 
are forgiven.  The One who rode into town on those two 
donkeys has rescued us from sin and death and hell. 

As Advent begins, this year, we celebrate the wonderful plan 



of God.  This plan was not merely in broad outlines and 
general ideas, but detailed to the point where Jesus knew 
where the animals would be, and that men would question 
the disciples, and which words, precisely, would set their 
concerns aside and allow the plan to move forward.  No 
detail seems too minute for the consideration of the Lord.  
He planned, and He accomplished our salvation.  He knew! 

If not one detail was overlooked in the planning of our 
salvation; we can rest assured that He has not overlooked 
anything in our lives either.  The difficulties of life and the 
challenges we face often tempt us to think, or at least to reel, 
as though God is unaware of us in our situations and that 
events or conditions of our lives are out of control.  They are 
not.  God has every detail accounted for.  He knows where 
the donkeys are and which words will accomplish what He 
needs done.  His plans for us may not be any more in accord 
with our wishes and desires in the short term than His plans 
for Jesus were for Him, but you may be certain that they 
have the same ultimate goal - our salvation! 

God loves you, and His will toward you is for your ultimate 
blessing and salvation, so we can have peace and rest all of 
our worries and fears with Him.  He will take care of them, 
just as He took care of every detail with Jesus and the Palm 
Sunday ride.  So, we can sit back and join the throng on that 
Palm Sunday long ago, and join the chorus of Hosanna and 
"Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord."  He 
knew - and so He knows.  He knew who He was, and what 
He was there for, and what He needed to do.  He know you, 
and what He needs to do - and what you need to do, and He 
is guiding everything in your favor today just as He was way 
back then.  He knew.  


