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THANKSGIVING EVE DIVINE WORSHIP 

“The Secret of Contentment” 

Wednesday, November 24, 2010 

 
AS WE GATHER: We have come to give the Lord our 

thanks and praise, and rightly so; but you can’t out-give 

God, and as a matter of fact, the Lord has something to give 

us, a treasure most people do not have: “The Secret of 

Contentment.”  To receive this gift, join me as 

Thanksgiving pilgrims on a trip to a place called Philippi. 

―What’s so special about Philippi?‖ you wonder. I don’t 

know, but it has produced an abundant number of contented 

people. 

 

PRAYER FOR THANKSGIVING:  Almighty God, Your 

mercies are new every morning and You graciously provide 

for all our needs of body and soul.  Grant us Your Holy 

Spirit that we may acknowledge Your goodness, give 

thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing 
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obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN  ―Sing to the Lord of Harvest‖ LW 493 

 

EVENING PRAYER, page 250 

 

INTROIT 

Psalm 104: 27-28, 30; Antiphon: Psalm 104:33 

 

I will sing to the Lord as long | as I live;* 

 I will sing praise to my God while I have | being. 

 
O Lord, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom have 

you | made them all;* 

 The earth is full of your | creatures. 

 
These all | look to You,* 

 To give them their food in due | season.  
When you give it to them, they gath- | er it up;* 

 

 When you open Your hand, they are fill with | good 

things. 
When you send for your Spirit, they are cre- | ated,* 

 And you renew the face | of the ground. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 And to the Holy | Spirit; 

 

As it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 Is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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I will sing to the Lord as long | as I live;* 

 I will sing praise to my God while I have | being. 

 

HYMN ―Come Ye Thankful People Come‖ LW 495 

 

THE WORD 

 Philippians 4:6-20 (English Standard Version) 

 
6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if 

there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

9What you have learned and received and heard and seen in 

me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 

with you.  

10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have 

revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned 

for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am 

speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever 

situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be brought 

low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 

circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through 

him who strengthens me. 
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14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you 

Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the 

gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into 

partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you 

only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my 

needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek  

the fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have received full 

payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received 

from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 

sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And my God 

will supply every need of yours according to his riches in 

glory in Christ Jesus. 20To our God and Father be glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CHOIR ―For the Fruits of His Creation‖ 905 

 

Luke 17:11-19 (English Standard Version) 

 

11On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between 

Samaria and Galilee. 12And as he entered a village, he was 

met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13and lifted up 

their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." 

14When he saw them he said to them, "Go and show 

yourselves to the priests." And as they went they were 

cleansed. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was 

healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and 

he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he 

was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered, "Were not ten 

cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was no one found to 

return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 19And 
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he said to him, "Rise and go your way; your faith has made 

you well."  

 

Pastor:  In many and various ways God spoke to His people 

of old by the prophets. 

People:  But now in these last times has spoken to us by 

His Son. 
 

HYMN ―We Praise You, O God‖ LW 494 

 

LITANY page 257 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

OFFERING 

 

HYMN ―Lord, to You Immortal Praise‖ LW 496 

 

SERMON 

 

PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN ―Now Thank we All Our God‖ 443  
 


