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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

      Dark Times Call for a Walk in the Light                                    

                          November 27 & 28, 2010 

 
AS WE GATHER: The First Sunday in Advent marks  

the beginning of a new Church Year, and in its  

beginning, it points the Church toward Calvary. Jesus  

comes riding into Jerusalem to die on the cross. The whole  

season of Advent has to do with the Lord’s coming.  

This Sunday testifies to the truth that Jesus comes to save  

sinners by offering his life as the sacrifice for the sins of  

the world. No wonder that the Church has for centuries  

designated the use of the Palm Sunday narrative for this  

Sunday.  The Lord who comes to save will do so by dying. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Stir up your power, 

Lord Christ, and come.  By your merciful protection 

awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep 

us blameless until the coming of your new day, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE BASED ON page 5 TLH 
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Opening Hymn  “O Lord, how shall I meet You” LW 19 
(Sung to LW 102) 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Ghost. 

Cong:   Amen. 

The Confession of Sins 
 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness.  Our Help is in the name of the Lord. 

 

Cong:  Who made heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord. 

Cong:   And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor 

sinners confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, 

word and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Thy grace for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Cong.   O most merciful God, who has given Thine only 

begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for 

His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by the 

Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and 

of Thy will and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end, 



that by grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and for 

His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on 

His name He gives power to become the sons of God and 

has promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.   

 

Cong:   Amen. 

The Introit 

 

Gloria Patri – The Kyrie   

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 

be, world without end.  Amen.   

 

Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, 

Lord have mercy upon us.   

  

The Salutation – Pastor – The Lord be with you.   

Cong:  And with Thy spirit. 

 

Collect of The Day – Cong.  Amen. 

   

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – Isaiah 2:1–5 (The 

Mountain of the Lord) 

 



PSALM 80:1-7  (the Shepherd of Israel is asked to restore 

his people and to cause the light of his face to make radiant 

those who have become the object of ridicule among the 

nations.) 

 

Pastor:  Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead 

Joseph like a flock; you who sit enthroned between the 

cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and 

Manasseh. Awaken your might; come and save us. 

  

People:  Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon 

us, that we may be saved. 

  

Pastor:  O LORD God Almighty, how long will your anger 

smolder against the prayers of your people? 

  

People:  You have fed them with the bread of tears; you 

have made them drink tears by the bowlful. 
 

Pastor:  You have made us a source of contention to our 

neighbors, and our enemies mock us. 

 

People:  Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face 

shine upon us, that we may be saved. 
 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

EPISTLE – Romans 13:11–14 (The Day is Near) 

 



 THE RESPONSE 

 

Cong:  Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, 

you ancient doors that the King of glory may come in.    

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL 

 

Cong:   Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 21:1–11 (Jesus enters 

Jerusalem) 

 

Cong:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He 

rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 

sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Savior of the Nations Come” LW 13   



THE SERMON 

The Offering & Offertory  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from thy presence; and take 

not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of 

thy salvation and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

THE PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

THE COLLECT  

THE BENEDICTION   

Pastor – The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make 

His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; The 

Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.                                      

Cong:  Amen, Amen, Amen.  

CLOSING HYMN “Come, O Precious Ransom” LW 34 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray our Lord will bring hope, 

healing and comfort to our members, friends of Ebenezer, 

and our many shut-ins, especially Lawrence Pelster,who is 

in the hospital in Hermann; Ed Gardner – who is home, 

Marie Adams, Eric Hohlt, Christine Anderson, Delores 

Roehrs, Mathilde Ohse,  



Ruth Gardner, Leonard Brune, Elda Vohs, Ardell 

Wagner, Ray and Irene Bargen, Edna Deppermann, 

Ken Obermann, Ruth Marks, Cornelia Bunge, Adeline 

Keune, and all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

We ask the Lord’s blessings to be upon all our Missouri 

Synod, District, and Circuit Officials and the many 

agencies of the Lutheran Church that minister to the 

deaf, the blind, and those with special needs. 

Grant to all people and the leaders of all nations a spirit 

of cooperation, peace, and freedom that all may live 

their days in safety and unity of purpose.  We also ask 

the Lord to bless and protect our law enforcement people, 

EMT’s, firemen, and our men and women serving in the 

Armed Forces around the world. 

We continue to ask the Lord to guide and bless the 

endeavors of our Missionaries serving around the world, 

especially Robin McCoy, the Rodewald family and John 

Strasen. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS, WE ARE SO 

GLAD YOU ARE HERE WITH US!  May the Word of 

our Lord refresh you with peace and love during our 

worship service.  We ask that you please sign the guest 

register near the Church entrance with your name, address, 

and Church affiliation.  Thank you!  We sincerely hope you 

will join us in worship here at Ebenezer again soon! 

Senior Citizen Christmas Dinner – Our annual Thrivent 



Senior Citizen Christmas Dinner will be held next Sunday, 

December 5, 2010 at 12:00 noon.  We hope to see you all 

there for some food and entertainment.  We will be having 

music by a couple of young violinists before the meal.  

They will be here about 11:45 to play for about 20 – 30 

minutes.  Who knows, Santa may even be here! 

Advent by Candlelight – The ladies of Bethlehem LWML 

have asked our Mission Society to host the Advent by 

Candlelight this evening at 5:00 PM.  We are happy to have 

two tables of reserved for this evening as we prepare for the 

coming Christmas season! 

Mark your calendars for the Retirement Open House 

for Jane Redhage who is retiring from Bank of Franklin 
County, New Haven, on November 30th.  Everyone is 

invited to a Retirement Open House Tuesday from 8:30 

AM – 4:00 PM at the New Haven bank.  Let’s join in 

wishing Jane a “Happy Retirement”! 

Please pick up a copy of the December newsletter today! 

There are also a few copies of the Advent Devotion Books 

titled “Home for the Holidays”, on the table near the 

entrance. 

There is still a little girl’s pink jacket hanging on the coat 

rack in the dining hall.  There are also a number of dishes 

and containers on the shelves in the kitchen. 

 

 



At our last Mission Society meeting held on November 

15th, one of our new projects was to give a donation to a 

young man, Jim Wilshusen, who has made a career 

change from being a dairy farmer to being a theology 

student.  We have received a beautiful letter of 

appreciation from Mr. Wilshusen.  Please take a 

moment to read the letter that is posted on the bulletin 

board. 

Our Advent Midweek Services will be held on 

Wednesdays – December 1st, 8th, & 16th at 10:00 AM 

and 7:30 PM.  This coming Wednesday (December 1st) the 

theme will be “Wait Till Your Father Comes Home!”  

(Isaiah 64:1-9).  In Galatians 4:4 we read “But when the set 

time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law”.  Everything has a time when 

something happens.  This Advent season has many things 

happening all at special times.  Please join us in the Advent 

midweek services as we prepare for the special time of 

Christmas.  In these sermons and worships we grow in the 

knowledge of Christ that God sent His son to enter our time 

and place so that we will live with Him forever in timeless 

peace.  Make time to sacrifice your time to attend these 

uplifting services. 

Children’s Christmas Eve Program practices will begin 

this coming Saturday, December 4th from 9:30 – 11:00 

AM.  We invite all children to participate with us in this 

traditional Christmas Eve Children’s Service. 

 



The Ladies Aid will have a Christmas luncheon here at 

Ebenezer this coming Friday, December 3rd at 12:00 

noon.  Please feel free to bring a covered dish to share if 

you want to.  We welcome all the ladies in the 

congregation! 

April Mission Team is forming – Praise God!  There are 

now 8 people planning to go to Nicaragua April 1 – 9 on 

the water sanitation mission trip and several others have 

expressed interest.  There is still time to complete an 

application.  A larger team would allow us to assemble 

more water filters.  The 35 filters installed to date are 

working so the challenge now is to provide as many as 

possible.  The families in LaJoya will be grateful.  If you 

are interested in more information, call the church office at 

Immanuel – 636-239-4705.  Please continue to keep this                                                 

project in your prayers.  On behalf of the Circuit Mission 

Team – Dan and Kathy Walther 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols                             

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel                              

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer  

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Lee Kassebaum 

Altar Guild – Darleen Edwards and Mary Sprick 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Brent Thurmond, Cody Adams 

and Alyssa Bopp 

Bell Ringer – Jeff Hohlt 

Our measure of love in giving last week – Weekly envelopes 

$1,415.00; Plate $30.94; Sunday School $18.24; Poinsettias 

$20.00; Thanksgiving contribution $34.00  Total $1,518.18.  

Door collection for Washington Circuit Student Aid Fund 

$149.00; Thanksgiving Eve contributions $307.00; Plate 

$23.00; Weekly envelopes $50.00; Poinsettias $30.00  Total 

$410.00.  Attendance Saturday 23; Sunday 90; Sunday School 

Children 10; Adults 18.  Thanksgiving Eve 41. 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday – Advent Midweek Service 10:00 AM & 7:30 PM 

                        Confirmation 6:30 PM 

                        Choir Practice – after Midweek Service 

Friday – Ladies Aid Christmas Party 12:00 Noon 

Saturday – Children’s Christmas Program Practice 9:30 – 

                                                                                11:00 AM 

                    Worship with Holy Communion 3:00 PM 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


