


God’s Trustees



Trusting and Trustworthy! 
Part IV



Goal

That we may trust in God with all our heart, soul 
and mind, for His is trustworthy!



Outcomes

That we will:

1. affirm again that God can be trusted, that He 
is faithful;
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Outcomes
That we will:

1. affirm again that God can be trusted, that He is faithful;

2. understand that God desires His trustees, stewards, to be 
trustworthy, faithful;

3. realize that God calls us to take risks for Him, to trust Him in 
serving;

4. grow in ability to live a life of faith and 
faithfulness.



PRAYER

O Lord God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
bless us with an abundance of Your Holy 
Spirit. In the middle of the doubts, fears, and 
struggles of life, help us to remember Your 
faithfulness revealed in Jesus, our Lord. Help 
us to trust Your promises and respond with a 
life of continuing faithfulness to your 
purposes. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



Catechism

The First Commandment  You shall have no 
other gods.

What does this mean?  We should fear love and 
trust in God above all things!



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Please read Matthew 25:14–30



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What does the master highlight at the report of 
the “five talent” man?

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful with 
a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What is said of the second trustee?

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful with 
a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

In contrast, what does the “one talent” man 
admit in his report?

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of 
gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you 
are a hard man, harvesting where you have 
not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went 
out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here 
is what belongs to you.’



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy 
servant! So you knew that I harvest where I 
have not sown and gather where I have not 
scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have 
put my money on deposit with the bankers, so 
that when I returned I would have received it 
back with interest.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it 
to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever 
has will be given more, and they will have an 
abundance. Whoever does not have, even 
what they have will be taken from them. 30 
And throw that worthless servant outside, into 
the darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What causes his action for being such a poor 
trustee?



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What helps remove the fear that can cripple 
one’s stewardship and replace it with a 
willingness to risk, to dare good things for our 
Lord’s purposes? 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Luke 16:10–13

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can 
also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest 
with much. 11 So if you have not been 
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who 
will trust you with true riches? 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Luke 16:10–13

12 And if you have not been trustworthy with 
someone else’s property, who will give you 
property of your own?

13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you 
will hate the one and love the other, or you 
will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and money.”



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

The context indicates that the “very little” to be 
faithful with is money. How can we be helpful 
to one another in managing money? What 
guides us in the way it is saved, spent, used, 
invested? 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

How do our decisions about money reflect that 
we are God’s representatives (as discussed in 
the previous session)? How might we allot His 
money to fulfill His purposes? How might 
these decisions change over the course of life 
with Christ? 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

In Matthew 25, the third trustee buried the 
money because he was afraid. What does that 
say about his view of the master? What is the 
relationship between faith and fear? Are they 
compatible? 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Consider Malachi 3:6–12

6 “I the LORD do not change. So you, the 
descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 
Ever since the time of your ancestors you 
have turned away from my decrees and have 
not kept them. Return to me, and I will 
return to you,” says the LORD Almighty. “But 
you ask, ‘How are we to return?’



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Consider Malachi 3:6–12

8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob 
me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing 
you?’ “In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under 
a curse—your whole nation—because you 
are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Consider Malachi 3:6–12

Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and 
see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that 
there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I 
will prevent pests from devouring your crops, 
and the vines in your fields will not drop their 
fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD 
Almighty. 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Consider Malachi 3:6–12

12 “Then all the nations will call you blessed, 
for yours will be a delightful land,” says the 
LORD Almighty.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

While we, by God’s grace in Christ, do not live 
under the Law, what is the principle that God 
appeals to in the text?



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What were the priests and people doing with 
their offerings? Malachi 1:6–14

6 “A son honors his father, and a slave his 
master. If I am a father, where is the honor 
due me? If I am a master, where is the 
respect due me?” says the LORD 
Almighty. “It is you priests who show 
contempt for my name. “But you ask, ‘How 
have we shown contempt for your name?’



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What were the priests and people doing with 
their offerings? Malachi 1:6–14

7 “By offering defiled food on my altar. “But 
you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’ “By 
saying that the LORD’s table is contemptible.’



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What were the priests and people doing with 
their offerings? Malachi 1:6–14

8 When you offer blind animals for sacrifice, is 
that not wrong? When you sacrifice lame or 
diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try 
offering them to your governor! Would he be 
pleased with you? Would he accept you?” 
says the LORD Almighty.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What were the priests and people doing with 
their offerings? Malachi 1:6–14

9 “Now plead with God to be gracious to us. 
With such offerings from your hands, will he 
accept you?”—says the LORD Almighty.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What were the priests and people doing with 
their offerings? Malachi 1:6–14

10 “Oh, that one of you would shut the temple 
doors, so that you would not light useless 
fires on my altar! I am not pleased with you,” 
says the LORD Almighty, “and I will accept no 
offering from your hands. 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What were the priests and people doing with 
their offerings? Malachi 1:6–14

11 My name will be great among the nations, 
from where the sun rises to where it sets. In 
every place incense and pure offerings will be 
brought to me, because my name will be 
great among the nations,” says the LORD 
Almighty.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What were the priests and people doing with 
their offerings? Malachi 1:6–14

12 “But you profane it by saying, ‘The Lord’s 
table is defiled,’ and, ‘Its food is 
contemptible.’ 13 And you say, ‘What a 
burden!’ and you sniff at it contemptuously,” 
says the LORD Almighty.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What were the priests and people doing with 
their offerings? Malachi 1:6–14

“When you bring injured, lame or diseased 
animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I 
accept them from your hands?” says the 
LORD. 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

What were the priests and people doing with 
their offerings? Malachi 1:6–14

14 “Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable 
male in his flock and vows to give it, but then 
sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord. For 
I am a great king,” says the LORD Almighty, 
“and my name is to be feared among the 
nations.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Ever since the fall into sin, trusting God has not 
been easy for human beings. Our innate 
tendency is to rely on our own self and do 
what we think is right and best. Read 2 
Corinthians 9:6–15 and identify the promises 
that help put fear to rest and awaken faith. 
Share your insights with the group. How did 
God’s people in Corinth resist the pressures of 
culture and grow as faith-full stewards? 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

2 Corinthians 9:6–15

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. 7 Each 
of you should give what you have decided in 
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

2 Corinthians 9:6–15

8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so 
that in all things at all times, having all that 
you need, you will abound in every good 
work. 9 As it is written: “They have freely 
scattered their gifts to the poor;   their 
righteousness endures forever.”



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

2 Corinthians 9:6–15

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase 
your store of seed and will enlarge the 
harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be 
enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

2 Corinthians 9:6–15

12 This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but 
is also overflowing in many expressions of 
thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by 
which you have proved yourselves, others 
will praise God for the obedience that 
accompanies your confession of the gospel of 
Christ, 



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

2 Corinthians 9:6–15

and for your generosity in sharing with them 
and with everyone else. 14 And in their 
prayers for you their hearts will go out to 
you, because of the surpassing grace God has 
given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift!



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Mark 12:41–44 is a unique illustration!

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where 
the offerings were put and watched the 
crowd putting their money into the temple 
treasury. Many rich people threw in large 
amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put 
in two very small copper coins, worth only a 
few cents.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Mark 12:41–44 is a unique illustration!

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly 
I tell you, this poor widow has put more into 
the treasury than all the others. 44 They all 
gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her 
poverty, put in everything—all she had to live 
on.”



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Mark 12:41–44 is a unique illustration!

When it comes to money management, it may 
seem like the poor widow is a poor example.



Seeking Wisdom . . . 

Mark 12:41–44 is a unique illustration!

What did she do? What would she have to live 
on now? What does Jesus say? Why does He 
hold her up as an example to others who were 
listening? 



Reflecting . . . 

Let the faithfulness of God inspire your own 
faithfulness! It is true: the key to our 
faithfulness as Jesus’ followers, trustees, 
stewards is God’s faithfulness. God is 
trustworthy.  The Bible is the account of that 
trust from Genesis to Revelation. The ministry 
of God’s Son, Jesus, is the core of that 
faithfulness. 



Reflecting . . . 

2 Timothy 2:11–13

11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died 



Reflecting . . . 

2 Timothy 2:11–13

12 if we endure,   we will also reign with him. 



Reflecting . . . 



Reflecting . . . 



Reflecting . . . 

1 Thessalonians 5:24

The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do 



Reflecting . . . 

1 Peter 4:19 

So then, those who suffer according to God’s will 



Reflecting . . . 

How does the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead gives us the power for godly living?

I Corinthians 15:58 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand 



Reflecting . . . 



Reflecting . . . 



Reflecting . . . 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

Lutheran pastor Charles Mueller, Sr., frequently 
says, “I never met an ex-tither!” What does 
that mean? What joys, satisfactions, sense of 
meaning have you discovered when giving 
generously for a cause that you know is “of 
God”? Can you describe the process, the 
feeling involved? 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

An examination of the ledger in the personal or 
family checkbook is one of the ways some 
stewards have begun the process of personal 
or family evaluation of their stewardship. 
What does that process reveal? How might it 
cause great joy among a household of “God’s 
trustees”? What difference might that make in 
the budgeting, management, and stewarding 
processes? 



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

2 Corinthians 8:1–9

1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you 
to know about the grace that God has given 
the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a 
very severe trial, their overflowing joy and 
their extreme poverty welled up in rich 
generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as 
much as they were able, and even beyond 
their ability. Entirely on their own,



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

2 Corinthians 8:1–9

4 they urgently pleaded with us for the 
privilege of sharing in this service to the 
Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our 
expectations: They gave themselves first of 
all to the Lord, and then by the will of God 
also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had 
earlier made a beginning, to bring also to 
completion this act of grace on your part.



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

2 Corinthians 8:1–9

7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in the love we have kindled 
in you—see that you also excel in this grace 
of giving.



Applying . . . Living What We 
Believe . . . 

2 Corinthians 8:1–9

8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test 
the sincerity of your love by comparing it 
with the earnestness of others. 9 For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you through his poverty 
might become rich.



Summarization

God’s Word emphasizes that faithfulness flows 
from faith. Hebrews 11:6 says, “Without faith 
it is impossible to please God.” The person 
who trusts can be a trustworthy steward. The 
right relationship with God that faith in Jesus 
Christ receives enables us to grow in the 
ability to administer one’s resources faithfully. 



Summarization

Picture this: All of God’s resources given to you 
are like the contents of a large warehouse. 
There is a great variety inside. Our privilege is 
to receive, discover, develop, distribute, and 
manage—for the blessing of others (and our 
self-care too)—what God has put into the 
particular “warehouse” He has loaned to us. 
What are the joys you have discovered in 
managing “God’s warehouse”? 



Summarization

1. God is faithful. He keeps His promises. 
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priorities that reveal “God comes first.” 



Summarization

1. God is faithful. He keeps His promises. 

2. God trusts His trustees. 

3. God invites us to put Him first, to risk setting 
priorities that reveal “God comes first.” 

4. God stands with us as we continue to grow in 
wisdom and skill to be God’s trustees.



Closing Prayer

I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 

Trusting only Thee; 

Trusting Thee for full salvation, 

Great and free. 



Closing Prayer

I am trusting Thee to guide me; 

Thou alone shalt lead, 

Ev’ry day and hour supplying 

All my need. 



Closing Prayer

I am trusting Thee for power; 

Thine can never fail. 

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 

Must prevail. 



Closing Prayer

I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever 

And for all.


