


God’s Trustees



What’s All In The Bag  
God Has Given Me?! 

Part II



Goal

To take a full assessment of all the gifts God has 
given us.



Outcomes

That we will:

1. become more aware of the many resources 
God entrusts to us; 
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That we will:

1. become more aware of the many resources 
God entrusts to us; 

2. receive with thanksgiving the resources God 
has given to us; 



Outcomes

The we will:

1. Discover what it means to be God’s steward;

2. Experience a sense of awe over the fact that 
God trusts us to be His stewards;

3. Begin to see all of life as an expression of our 
stewardship.   



Prayer

O Lord God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—You 
give us all we are and have. Help us again 
today to discover anew the gifts You have 
given. Help us to receive them with 
thanksgiving. Help us to use the gifts You 
provide so that others You put into our lives 
may be blessed. Help us in everything we 
manage as Your trustees to honor and glorify 
You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen



Large Catechism

But what is the force of this, or what do you 
mean by these words: I believe in God, the 
Father Almighty, Maker, etc.? Answer: This is 
what I mean and believe, that I am a creature 
of God; that is, that He has given and 
constantly preserves to me my body, soul, 
and life, members great and small, all my 
senses, reason, and understanding, 



Catechism

and so on, food and drink, clothing and support, 
wife and children, domestics, house and 
home, etc.  Besides, He causes all creatures 
to serve for the uses and necessities of life 
sun, moon, and stars in the firmament, day 
and night, air, fire, water, earth, and 
whatever it bears and produces, birds and 
fishes beasts, grain, and all kinds of produce, 



Catechism

and whatever else there is of bodily and 
temporal goods, good government, peace, 
security. Thus we learn from this article that 
none of us has of himself, nor can preserve, 
his life nor anything that is here enumerated 
or can be enumerated, however small and 
unimportant a thing it might be, for all is 
comprehended in the word Creator. 



Seeking Wisdom

In our previous session we learned from the 
Bible that trust is at the heart of our 
stewardship. God trusts us to be managers, 
trustees, for Him. He has created us to be His 
people and charges us to represent Him 
(Genesis 1:26–28).



Genesis 1:26–29

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our 
image, in our likeness, and let them rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 
over the livestock, over all the earth, and over 
all the creatures that move along the ground."



Genesis 1:26–29

27 So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 28 God 
blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and 
the birds of the air and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground."



Genesis 1:26–29

29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing 
plant on the face of the whole earth and every 
tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be 
yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the 
earth and all the birds of the air and all the 
creatures that move on the ground—
everything that has the breath of life in it—I 
give every green plant for food." And it was 
so.



Seeking Wisdom 

The Lord Jesus Christ redeemed us from our sin, 
our self-centeredness, by His life, death, and 
resurrection. Until He returns, He has 
commissioned us to spread the Word of His 
life-giving, life-changing work and share His 
love with all whose lives we can touch in our 
wayward world. This is our privilege, our 
trusteeship, our stewardship. 



Seeking Wisdom 

The great thing about this privilege is that our 
Lord provides a wide variety of the resources 
we need to live as His trustees. He passes out 
His gifts in different forms and degrees. Each 
of us is challenged to discover, develop, and 
deploy the gifts He has entrusted to us . . . and 
to do it for the common good . . . in the name 
of the Owner and Redeemer of us all!  



Matthew 25:14-30

A parable of Jesus that illustrates the nature of 
Christian stewardship is in Matthew 25:14–30.



Matthew 25:14-30

14"Again, it will be like a man going on a 
journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
his property to them. 15To one he gave five 
talents of money, to another two talents, and 
to another one talent, each according to his 
ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The 
man who had received the five talents went at 
once and put his money to work and gained 
five more. 



Matthew 25:14-30

17So also, the one with the two talents gained 
two more. 18But the man who had received 
the one talent went off, dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master's money.



Matthew 25:14-30

19"After a long time the master of those 
servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. 20The man who had received the five 
talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he 
said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I 
have gained five more.'



Matthew 25:14-30

21"His master replied, 'Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master's 
happiness!'



Matthew 25:14-30

22"The man with the two talents also came. 
'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two 
talents; see, I have gained two more.’ 23"His 
master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master's happiness!'



Matthew 25:14-30

24"Then the man who had received the one 
talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you 
are a hard man, harvesting where you have 
not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you.'



Matthew 25:14-30

26"His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! 
So you knew that I harvest where I have not 
sown and gather where I have not scattered 
seed? 27Well then, you should have put my 
money on deposit with the bankers, so that 
when I returned I would have received it back 
with interest.



Matthew 25:14-30

28" 'Take the talent from him and give it to the 
one who has the ten talents. 29For everyone 
who has will be given more, and he will have 
an abundance. Whoever does not have, even 
what he has will be taken from him. 30And 
throw that worthless servant outside, into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.'



Matthew 25:14-30

1. The owner entrusted property to his servants 
to manage for him in his absence. 
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make responsible decisions for the owner.  
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Matthew 25:14-30

1. The owner entrusted property to his servants 
to manage for him in his absence.

2. Their stewardship included the freedom to 
make responsible decisions for the owner. 

3. Accountability was required when the owner 
returned.  

4. The owner commended the faithful and 
rejected the faithless servant.



Matthew 25:14-30

Focus on verse 15, to “each according to his 
ability.” What does this say about 
expectations? What light does it cast on the 
parable (an earthly story with a heavenly 
meaning)?

“To one he gave five talents of money, to 
another two talents, and to another one 
talent, each according to his ability. Then he 
went on his journey.”



1 Peter 4:7–11

7The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear 
minded and self-controlled so that you can 
pray. 8Above all, love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
9Offer hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. 10Each one should use whatever 
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its various 
forms. 



1 Peter 4:7–11

11If anyone speaks, he should do it as one 
speaking the very words of God. If anyone 
serves, he should do it with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.



1 Corinthians 12:4–11

4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 
Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, 
but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds 
of working, but the same God works all of 
them in all men.



1 Corinthians 12:4–11

7Now to each one the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given for the common good. 8To one 
there is given through the Spirit the message 
of wisdom, to another the message of 
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 



1 Corinthians 12:4–11

10to another miraculous powers, to another 
prophecy, to another distinguishing between 
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds 
of tongues, and to still another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11All these are the 
work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives 
them to each one, just as he determines.



1 Corinthians 12:4–11

As you consider the words of Jesus, what do 
Peter and Paul add to our understanding of 
the use of God-given gifts, skills, and 
resources?  



1 Corinthians 12:4–11

Who determines what you get? How much you 
get? How does the language of “grace” and 
“gift” help us look at our stewardship in a 
new way? What is that way? How do these 
parts of the Bible foster a sense of 
“teamwork” and of being the “body of 
Christ,” the church? 



1 Corinthians 12:4–11

How is our understanding of “stewardship” and 
“trusteeship” affected as we realize they are 
gifts given to us by God? 



Reflecting . . .

Reflect on some of the resources God has 
provided us. 

Psalm 139:14 – “I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works 
are wonderful, I know that full well.”

Reflect on this marvelous system God has given. 
Is there anything humans have made that can 
match it?



Reflecting . . .

Reflect on some of the resources God has 
provided us. 

2 Corinthians 12:9–10 That is why, for Christ's 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong.



Reflecting . . .

Reflect on some of the resources God has 
provided us. 

Put into your own words how Paul is led to 
handle his own bodily weaknesses. What does 
that say about stewardship? 



Reflecting . . .

In conjunction with our bodies, please consider 
the talents, skills, abilities, and interests God 
has given each one of us. Make a list of what 
you feel are the gifts God has given you. Since 
God gives them, we can be realistic in 
identifying them. The gifts that I believe God 
has give me include:



Reflecting . . .

Continue with the creation around you. Read 
Genesis 1:29. Then God said, "I give you every 
seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole 
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed 
in it. They will be yours for food.”



Reflecting . . .

Reflect on the variety God has put into creation 
for us to enjoy! Think about the air, the water, 
the land, the parks, the colors, the change of 
seasons. What aspects of creation do you 
enjoy most? 



Reflecting . . .

Sometimes religious people denigrate the 
material side of life. Look at Paul’s words in 1 
Timothy 4:4–5.

4For everything God created is good, and 
nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, 5because it is consecrated by 
the word of God and prayer.



Reflecting . . .

What is the appropriate attitude he teaches? 
What can also help us to enjoy God’s 
goodness while not having our enjoyment 
ruined by greed?



Reflecting . . .

Consider 1 Timothy 6:6–10 

6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
7For we brought nothing into the world, and 
we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we have 
food and clothing, we will be content with 
that. 9People who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish 
and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin 
and destruction. 



Reflecting . . .

Consider 1 Timothy 6:6–10 

10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.



Reflecting . . .

Consider  1 Timothy 6:17–19. 

17Command those who are rich in this present 
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope 
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put 
their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. 18Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share. 



Reflecting . . .

Consider  1 Timothy 6:17–19. 

19In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves as a firm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold of the 
life that is truly life. 



Reflecting . . .

Think about the things in one of your closets or 
storage areas, and list the items you were 
privileged to enjoy . . . and especially recall the 
relationships they represent! They are gifts of 
God! 



Reflecting . . .

Reflect on the gift of people. Take a moment to 
list the names of five people whose care and 
friendship have enriched your life. 



Reflecting . . .

Showing thankfulness to others is a part of 
being God’s trustee. Make time this week to 
find a way to express your gratitude to one or 
two people who have enriched your life.  



Reflecting . . .

Consider the gift of the Gospel: God’s forgiving, 
empowering, eternal life–giving love through 
His Son, Jesus Christ! What has Jesus done for 
you?



Reflecting . . .

Reflect on how the following resources, gifts of 
God to be used and enjoyed, can help us live 
more meaningfully and significantly as God’s 
trustees, “stewards of the Gospel”! 

1.Holy Baptism
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Reflecting . . .

Reflect on how the following resources, gifts of 
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1.Holy Baptism

2.Holy Communion

3.God’s Family, the church, the body of Christ



Reflecting . . .

Reflect on how the following resources, gifts of 
God to be used and enjoyed, can help us live 
more meaningfully and significantly as God’s 
trustees, “stewards of the Gospel”! 

1.Holy Baptism

2.Holy Communion

3.God’s Family, the church, the body of Christ

4.The Word of God



Reflecting . . .

Reflect on how the following resources, gifts of God to be used 
and enjoyed, can help us live more meaningfully and 
significantly as God’s trustees, “stewards of the Gospel”! 

1.Holy Baptism

2.Holy Communion

3.God’s Family, the church, the body of Christ

4.The Word of God

5.The Forgiveness of Sin 



Reflecting . . .

As God’s steward, which of these resources are 
the most meaningful to you at this time in 
your life? Which of them do you think you will 
need to be more aware of in the future? 



Reflecting . . .

Each of us gets one day at a time—sixty minutes 
in an hour, twenty-four hours in a day! Our 
stewardship of time is vital—a nonrenewable 
resource. Time can fly or drag. No matter how 
we use it, it is a gift of God. Regular time for 
Scripture reading and prayer can mightily 
influence how we use the rest of our time. 



Reflecting . . .

What are ways in which you might improve your 
stewardship of time. 



Applying Living What We Believe 

In light of the five things we mentioned:
1. Holy Baptism

2. Holy Communion

3. God’s Family, the church, the body of Christ

4. The Word of God

5. The Forgiveness of Sin 

Select two items that you will endeavor to apply 
to your life as God’s trustee in the coming 
week.



Applying Living What We Believe 

Which of the gifts God has given to you might 
bring the greatest satisfaction to your life as 
you apply it in the next twelve months? 

1. Holy Baptism

2. Holy Communion

3. God’s Family, the church, the body of Christ

4. The Word of God

5. The Forgiveness of Sin 



Summarizing . . . 

1. God places a wide variety of resources in my 
bag . . . to be used as His steward. 
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Summarizing . . . 

1. God places a wide variety of resources in my 
bag . . . to be used as His steward. 

2. God gives gifts “for the common good” . . . 
and they are developed with help from 
others. 

3. “What I am is God’s gift to me. What I 
become is my response to God.” I’m God’s 
steward. 



Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, giver of all gifts, maker and 
owner of all that exists, enable me to live with 
an attitude of gratitude every day. Help me to 
continually discover, develop, and deploy the 
gifts You have entrusted to me. 



Closing Prayer

Help me to make the most of the time You give 
me in this world, and help us all to confess, 
“We give You but Your own, in any gifts we 
bring; all that we have is Yours alone, a trust 
from You, our King!” In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


