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Enter through the Narrow 
Door 

Heaven is often pictured as a great house. Jesus once said, 
“In my Father‟s house are many rooms… I am going there to 
prepare a place for you.” Perhaps we picture heaven like a 
great mansion of the rich and famous. Maybe you see a 
great castle with walls reaching to the sky. Many rooms, 
great banquet halls, a place for everyone to call home. This 
would be an impressive sight for sore eyes to say the least. 

 

Text: Luke 13:22-25 
  
Then Jesus went through the 
towns and villages, teaching as he 
made his way to Jerusalem. 
Someone asked him, “Lord, are 
only a few people going to be 
saved?” He said to them,  “Make 
every effort to enter through the 
narrow door, because many, I tell 
you, will try to enter and will not 
be able to. Once the owner of the 
house gets up and closes the door, 
you will stand outside knocking 
and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door 
for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I 
don’t know you or where you 
come from.’ 



When you see this house, how do you picture the door? 
Mansions have great doublewide doors you could drive your 
car through. Castles have entrances as wide as city streets. 
But what kind of doorway leads to heaven? In our lesson 
today Jesus tells us that this door is not wide and impressive 
but it is narrow. We cannot mosey on in through a grand 
entrance but must duck low and squeeze through a narrow 
door. 

Jesus speaks to us today about this narrow door because he 
wants us in his house. Jesus knows this is the only way in, 
so he tells us to make every effort to enter through the 
narrow door. Without our efforts, without the faithful use of 
the means of salvation we may end up outside. The door is 
only open for so long. God will close it at the proper time and 
then it will be too late. Jesus wants for us to faithfully use his 
Word to guide our lives of repentance. In this way we too will 
be with Jesus in his house. Today Jesus says, “Enter 
through the narrow door.” 

The words Jesus spoke were in response to a question 
brought to him. Someone wanted to know if only a few 
people were going to be saved (vs. 23). We are not given 
this person‟s name. We don‟t really know who this person 
was. Was he a Pharisee or a disciple? Or was he just one of 
the crowd coming to find out more about this Jesus? The 
point though was not his identity but his question. 

Whether he knew it or not, his question had a potentially 
false motive. He could have come out and said, “What must I 
do to be saved?” but he didn‟t. He wanted to know a 
number. “Are only a few going to be saved?” If only a few 
are going to be saved, then why not many? If many are 
going to be saved, then why not everybody? After all most 
people live pretty good lives and try. Jesus, what about 



those who try? How much effort is enough? Sure some try 
more than others, but shouldn‟t everyone who tries be 
saved? 

Jesus does not answer his question. It wasn‟t worth 
answering. Instead Jesus gets right to the heart of the 
question. This was an opportunity to teach about entering 
the door to heaven. In a word of admonishment and warning 
Jesus says, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow 
door” (24). Instead of worrying about the number, Jesus 
focuses on how an individual is saved. Jesus wants this 
person to worry first and foremost about himself. This is 
personal. This is about you and what you do to enter through 
the narrow door. 

Do you know why Jesus calls this door narrow? Why he 
doesn‟t just say, “Make every effort to get into heaven”? 
What‟s the point of calling this door narrow? Think of it this 
way. When you get on a plane, the doorway is only so big. 
Tall people have to duck down. People with lots of carry-on 
luggage have to really squeeze. If people had all their bags 
with them, you could bet they might get stuck. But if you 
want to board that flight you have to get through the door. 
One way or another you have to get through the door. 

The narrow door that Jesus has in mind is similar. It‟s not 
easy to get through this door. Not just tall people but 
everyone has to duck down. And everyone has to squeeze, 
to get rid of excess baggage, to get rid of anything that might 
get you stuck. Jesus‟ point is that getting through the door is 
not easy. It takes every effort to get through. In this way, 
then, it‟s not for everyone. If it were easy, then everyone 
would do it. Not everyone is willing to make the effort to get 
through the narrow door. 



Jesus words, then, speak right to us, don‟t they? We have to 
ask ourselves whether or not we are making every effort to 
get through the narrow door. Are we ducking down and 
squeezing through by any and all means necessary? The 
Greek word Jesus spoke here is where we get our English 
word “agonize.” Jesus tells us to agonize, to really struggle. 
This word is often used for an athlete preparing for a 
competition. 

For example, athletes will use any and all means necessary 
to secure a victory. Sprinters today wear tight fitting clothes 
and featherweight shoes. Swimmers even go to point of 
shaving off all the hair on their bodies to get as little drag as 
possible. They are conscious of anything and everything that 
could give their competition an upper hand. 

Are we that conscious of what it takes to enter through the 
narrow door? Are we ready to use any and all means 
necessary to enter the house of God? Entering through the 
narrow door is not easy. If it were easy then everyone would 
do it. Not everyone is willing to make every effort to enter 
through the narrow door. You and I very easily can become 
complacent, indifferent, careless, or lazy. Without being fully 
aware of what we‟re doing we can become too big to enter 
through the narrow door. 

Before you can get through the narrow door you have to 
know what‟s dragging you down and getting you stuck. If 
your pride makes you stand too tall, then you have to duck. If 
your self-indulgence makes you too wide, then you have to 
loose the excess. If your filthy rags get caught on the way 
through, then you have to throw them off. When you see 
what‟s wrong, then you get rid of it. This is personal. This is 
about you and what you do to enter through the narrow door. 



Jesus says to “make every effort,” to agonize, to struggle to 
enter through the narrow door. This is not for everyone 
because some will refuse to recognize their sin. They will 
keep the extra baggage until they find a door through which 
they fit. But there is only one door. And that way is narrow. 
There is only one way to secure a place in the house. The 
only way is through a life of true repentance. 

Seeing sin for what it is only the first step. Sorrow follows 
quickly after. Then comes genuine concern for getting 
through the narrow door. Then follows a heartfelt desire to 
throw off whatever hinders. The next step then, your faithful 
plea to God to take that sin away. That is repentance. That is 
every day. That is every moment of living in this sin-
saturated world. That is standing powerless before a 
gracious God. That is leaning on Jesus who took our place. 
That is falling to your knees before your Lord in willing 
obedience. 

The greatest effort you can make is to realize that you can 
do nothing. Heaven is open not because you pushed the 
door open but because God made that option available. You 
get through the narrow door not because you stepped 
through but because Jesus took you by the hand and saved 
you. 

The effort we exert, then, is to only to ensure that nothing will 
deter us from entering through the narrow door. And so we 
agonize. Not in order to obtain salvation, but because it is 
already ours. We agonize when God shows us our sins in 
the law of his Word. But our agony turns to joy when God 
shows us our Savior in his gospel. The good news is that 
Jesus gives forgiveness for our sins. Forgiveness is now 
yours not because you deserved it, but because Jesus gave 
it to you. 



Because of Jesus the narrow door to heaven is open, but it 
will not stay open forever. Jesus‟ plea is earnest because 
once the owner of the house gets us and shuts the door it 
will not be opened again. The time is now to enter through 
the narrow door. Jesus said to the stubborn and obstinate, 
“you will stand outside knocking and pleading, „Sir, open the 
door for us.‟ “But he will answer, „I don‟t know you or where 
you come from‟” (vs. 25). 

Martin Luther once compared the good news of Jesus‟ 
forgiveness to a passing shower. It “has its course and runs 
from one city to another; today it is here, tomorrow in 
another place.” The rain makes the ground moist and fruitful, 
but when it‟s gone then nothing can grow. We are fortunate 
to have this rain on us. But those who are not faithful to use 
it will eventually fail to benefit from it. To a hard heart and 
stubborn sinner God may remove his grace in his life. 
Ultimately this will happen on the Last Day when all 
unbelievers are shut out. 

From the outside they will plead their case. They will say, 
„We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets‟ 
(vs. 26). But their punishment will be justified. For God 
knows who they really are. God will know that his Word was 
among them but they wanted nothing to do with it. God will 
reply, „I don‟t know you or where you come from. Away from 
me, all you evildoers!‟ (vs. 27). 

Their consequence will be great. It will be true misery. It will 
be a complete loss of happiness and helpless despair. For 
as Jesus explains, 28 “There will be weeping there, and 
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you 
yourselves thrown out.” This will be the consequence for the 
many who tried but didn‟t make every effort. This will be the 



consequence for the many who knew who Jesus was but 
didn‟t want to follow. They will be left only to look on the joys 
they cannot have. 

But we, on the other hand, will be there in the kingdom of 
God with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, 
all those to whom God has been faithful. By faith and 
struggling through repentance we too will enter through the 
narrow door. We will be the people who “will come from east 
and west and north and south, and will take their places at 
the feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who 
are last who will be first, and first who will be last” (vs. 29-
30). We will join believers from all over the world in 
celebration. We will partake of an unending joy. There we 
will stay never to be put out again for the door will be shut 
and we will be inside. 

Don‟t be on the outside looking in. Live a life of repentance 
to enter through the narrow door. Let the Word of God be 
your lifelong guide both to show you your sin and to show 
you your Savior from sin. Secure yourself in the house by 
any and all means necessary. Enter through the narrow 
door. Make every effort you can before the door is closed. 

Amen. 

 

 


