


God’s Trustees



Managing All of Life and 
Life’s Resources for God’s 

Purposes! 



Goal

That we will understand that God trusts us to 
use all of His gifts to His glory and for the 
benefit of our neighbor.



Outcomes

That we will:

1. Discover what it means to be God’s steward; 
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Outcomes

The we will:

1. Discover what it means to be God’s steward;

2. Experience a sense of awe over the fact that 
God trusts us to be His stewards;

3. Begin to see all of life as an expression of our 
stewardship.   



Prayer

O Lord God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
Youamaze us. You have given us a privileged 
position in Your creation. Through the study 
and discussion we begin today, help each of 
us learn again to fulfill the trust You have 
given to us. In Jesus’ name and for His sake 
we pray. Amen. 



Catechism

I believe that God has made me and all 
creatures; that He has given me my body and 
soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my 
reason and all my senses, and still takes care 
of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, 
food and drink, house and home, wife and 
children, land, animals, and all I have. 



Catechism

He richly and daily provides me with all that I 
need to support this body and life. He 
defends me against all danger and guards 
and protects me from all evil. All this He does 
only out of fatherly, divine goodness and 
mercy, without any merit or worthiness in 
me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 
praise, serve and obey Him. This is most 
certainly true.



Joseph – Genesis 39



Joseph – Genesis 39

The Old Testament story of Joseph gives us an 
example of a steward carrying out his 
stewardship, serving an owner and many 
others.



Joseph – Genesis 39:4-6

4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his 
attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his 
household, and he entrusted to his care 
everything he owned. 5 From the time he put 
him in charge of his household and of all that 
he owned, the LORD blessed the household of 
the Egyptian because of Joseph. 



Joseph – Genesis 39:4-6

The blessing of the LORD was on everything 
Potiphar had, both in the house and in the 
field. 6 So he left in Joseph's care everything 
he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not 
concern himself with anything except the food 
he ate. 



Joseph – Genesis 39:19-23

When his master heard the story his wife told 
him, saying, "This is how your slave treated 
me," he burned with anger. 20 Joseph's 
master took him and put him in prison, the 
place where the king's prisoners were 
confined. 



Joseph – Genesis 39:19-23

But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the 
LORD was with him; he showed him kindness 
and granted him favor in the eyes of the 
prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph 
in charge of all those held in the prison, and 
he was made responsible for all that was done 
there. 23 The warden paid no attention to 
anything under Joseph's care, because the 
LORD was with Joseph and gave him success 
in whatever he did.      



Joseph – Genesis 39 
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Joseph – Genesis 39 

Identify the verses that:

1. Joseph was the chosen steward/manager.

2. He had freedom to manage the household for 
Potiphar.

3. He was trusted.

4. He was accountable to his boss.

5. He was condemned and removed from his 
stewardship because he was judged unfaithful 
(although unjustly). 



Luke 12:42-48

42The Lord answered, "Who then is the faithful 
and wise manager, whom the master puts in 
charge of his servants to give them their food 
allowance at the proper time? 43It will be 
good for that servant whom the master finds 
doing so when he returns. 



Luke 12:42-48

44I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge 
of all his possessions. 45But suppose the 
servant says to himself, 'My master is taking a 
long time in coming,' and he then begins to 
beat the menservants and maidservants and 
to eat and drink and get drunk. 46The master 
of that servant will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour he is not 
aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign 
him a place with the unbelievers.



Luke 12:42-48

47"That servant who knows his master's will and 
does not get ready or does not do what his 
master wants will be beaten with many blows. 
48But the one who does not know and does 
things deserving punishment will be beaten 
with few blows. From everyone who has been 
given much, much will be demanded; and 
from the one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked.



Luke 12:42-48

What does the master expect his servants to be 
doing in his absence? Why has the master 
placed the servant/steward in charge? 



Luke 12:42-48

Since the master is not present, what does the 
servant/steward enjoy? 



Luke 12:42-48

What will happen when the master returns? 



Luke 12:42-48

Summarize the key points we learn about being 
God’s stewards from this teaching of Jesus. 



Reflecting . . . 

We have entitled this course God’s Trustees to 
highlight the truth that “trust” is at the heart 
of stewardship. A steward is someone who 
has been entrusted with the property or 
person of another. He/she is asked to provide 
proper care (to manage) on behalf of the 
other person (the owner). 



Reflecting . . . 

Elected government officials have a stewardship 
(a trust) to exercise. They are to manage the 
affairs of state for us, the voters. When 
elections are held, the people in office are 
held accountable for their stewardship. Based 
on this, they may be reelected or not. 



Reflecting . . . 

Identify a list of additional contemporary 
examples of stewardship—someone 
entrusting something or someone to another 
to care for. 



Reflecting . . . 

Identify the stewardship you have been given to 
exercise. List as many examples as you can in a 
few minutes. These might include time, family 
member, job, friend, citizen, taxpayer, and so 
on.



Reflecting . . . 

What are those areas of stewardship that you 
believe currently impact others the most and 
one or two that have a long-range impact. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

The stewardship we exercise at work, at home, 
in the community, and in the church is really a 
stewardship from God. In each of these arenas 
we are privileged to demonstrate and live out 
the fact that we have been placed here by 
God to live and act as a manager, a trustee, for 
Him. It is a life-directing discovery to realize 
that God really things, to take care of people 
and things for Him. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

In a moment we will look at biblical evidence 
that God trusts us with His work. Right now, as 
a group, identify the evidence that people 
trust you in ordinary daily relationships. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

When do you sense that your spouse, parent, 
child, and/or friend trusts you? How does that 
affect the way you carry out your 
responsibilities, your stewardship of that 
situation? 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

How do you know that your boss trusts you? 
How does her/his confidence affect your 
performance? 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

How do children know that their parents trust 
them? How might that affect their behavior? 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

A major question in life is this: How do you know 
that God really trusts you to be His steward, a 
manager, a trustee? This is a key concern, 
since the person who senses that he is trusted 
normally seeks to vindicate the other person’s 
trust. He does not want to let the other 
person down. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

The trustee of a child’s trust fund, who was 
personally selected by the child’s parent 
because he was a trusted family friend, will 
more likely want to manage that trust fund 
well because of the trust he enjoys. Trust 
inspires responsibility. So, how do you know 
that God trusts you? What has God do you? 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

Consider the following Bible passages as you 
gain insight for living as God’s trustee. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

Matthew 28:18–20 18Then Jesus came to them 
and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age."



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

John 3:14–17 14Just as Moses lifted up the 
snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must 
be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in 
him may have eternal life. 16"For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him.



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

John 15:12–17  12My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love 
has no one than this, that he lay down his life 
for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command. 15I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant does not know his 
master's business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

John 15:12–17  16You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you to go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will 
give you whatever you ask in my name. 17This 
is my command: Love each other.



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

1 Corinthians 1:26–31  26Brothers, think of 
what you were when you were called. Not 
many of you were wise by human standards; 
not many were influential; not many were of 
noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame 
the strong. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

1 Corinthians 1:26–31  28He chose the lowly 
things of this world and the despised things—
and the things that are not—to nullify the 
things that are, 29so that no one may boast 
before him. 30It is because of him that you are 
in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is 
written: "Let him who boasts boast in the 
Lord."



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

2 Corinthians 5:14–15  14For Christ's love 
compels us, because we are convinced that 
one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And 
he died for all, that those who live should no 
longer live for themselves but for him who 
died for them and was raised again.



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

Ephesians 2:11–16 11Therefore, remember that 
formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 
"uncircumcised" by those who call themselves 
"the circumcision" (that done in the body by the 
hands of men)— 12remember that at that time 
you were separate from Christ, excluded from 
citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the 
covenants of the promise, without hope and 
without God in the world. 13But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far away have been 
brought near through the blood of Christ.



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

Ephesians 2:11–16 14For he himself is our 
peace, who has made the two one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 
hostility, 15by abolishing in his flesh the law 
with its commandments and regulations. His 
purpose was to create in himself one new 
man out of the two, thus making peace, 
16and in this one body to reconcile both of 
them to God through the cross, by which he 
put to death their hostility.



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

1 Peter 2:9–12  9But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy.



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

1 Peter 2:9–12  11Dear friends, I urge you, as 
aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain 
from sinful desires, which war against your 
soul. 12Live such good lives among the pagans 
that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day he visits us.



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

At the dinner table a little boy says, “Dad, I just 
had an idea. Let’s build a birdhouse tonight 
just for the fun of it.” Dad agrees. The little 
boy gets some wood from the garage, but it’s 
the wrong piece of wood for a birdhouse. But 
since they are doing this together for the fun 
of it, they mark the lines and use the board. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

Dad turns on the power saw and the boy is 
about to push the board across the whirling 
blade, when Dad calls, “Hold on a minute. This 
could be dangerous. Let me help you.” He puts 
his hand over the boy’s hand and proceeds to 
cut out the pieces for the birdhouse. The little 
boy wiggles a bit so some of the pieces do not 
match perfectly. 

. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

If Dad wanted to build a perfect birdhouse, he 
could have set the boy on a stool just to watch 
while he built it. That would have destroyed 
the joy of the partnership!



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

They put the birdhouse together, and the boy 
gets out the blue and gold paint cans. He spills 
a few drops on the paper, but completes the 
paint job and looks at the new birdhouse with 
great admiration. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

The next day the boy is really excited as he 
heads to school with the birdhouse. One of his 
classmates says, “Where did you get that neat 
birdhouse?” He answers proudly, “My Dad 
and I built it. We do things like this all the 
time—just for the fun of it!” 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

In the days ahead, think of the partnership we 
have as God’s stewards. Remember how He 
guides our hands and our lives and brings joy 
to the lives of others. God in Christ has chosen 
to draw a world of people back to Himself 
through His Son’s death on the cross. Each one 
of us, baptized, blessed, in the name of Christ 
becomes a co-worker, a trustee, in His plan. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

We are not slaves driven by a self-serving God, 
but rather we are committed partners in our 
heavenly Father’s desire to help people here 
and everywhere live a life with meaning and 
purpose. 



Applying . . . Living What We Believe . . 
. 

The purpose of life is to make a contribution to 
others in the name of Jesus Christ.  It’s how 
we see our mission as God’s trustees. 



Summarizing

1. God shows His love for me in Jesus Christ, in 
Baptism, in Scripture, in Holy Communion, in 
His church, by calling me to be His child even 
though I do not deserve it. 
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though I do not deserve it. 

2. God shows He trusts me by entrusting me 
with His work. He calls me to manage my 
God- given life and life’s resources to fulfill 
His purposes. 
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a puppet on a string. He enables me to make 
decisions as His steward, even to make 
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Summarizing

3.  God shows He trusts me by not treating me 
as a puppet on a string. He enables me to 
make decisions as His steward, even to make 
mistakes. 

4. God picks me up when I fall and disappoint 
Him as His trustee. His restoring love in Christ 
renews my desire to be His steward each new 
day. 



Prayer

Heavenly Father, maker and owner of all that 
exists, You really trust me. I thank You, God! In 
all the days of my life, help me to reflect my 
trust in You by seeking Your wisdom and 
becoming a wise and faithful manager of all 
You have entrusted to me. I pray in the name 
of Jesus, the One who redeemed me to be 
Your steward. Amen. 


