
THE NARRATIVE COMMUNION SERVICE 

 

PASTOR: 

 

Fellow members in Christ:  We are soon to have a part in the most 

sublime act on earth.  We have come together as Christians, 

because we know that through His holy Word and blessed 

Sacrament our loving God will come to us and be with us.  We 

know that God will reach into our lives in these moments of 

worship and bring us faith and strength and peace. 

 

Through the years Christians have worshiped in different ways.  

The Bible does not tell us what forms our worship should take.  

The Lutheran Church uses a formal worship structure, not because 

it considers this the only right way to worship but because it 

believes that this ancient and proven manner of worship enables 

each of us to partake in a more beautiful, vital, and significant 

worship experience. 

 

This morning our worship will be in the form of a Narrative 

Communion Service.  The purpose of this special service is to help 

us to derive more meaning and benefit from our church worship 

together.  It should be said that our Service this morning is not 

intended to be merely a “demonstration.”  The explanatory remarks 

should not detract from the atmosphere conducive to worship but 

they should rather emphasize and bring that atmosphere into 

clearer focus. 

 

In our Service we find two distinct elements.  The basic framework 

is the same every Sunday.  Those parts which do not change from 

Sunday to Sunday are called the ORDINARY of the Service, and 

they reflect the changeless, timeless needs of Christian people.  

You may follow the Order of Service for today beginning on page 

136 of the Lutheran Worship. 

 



Within the basic framework of our Liturgy, however, there are 

parts which change according to the Sunday or Season.  These 

PROPERS, as they are called, carry the special messages for the 

day and lend a particular variety and life to each worship Service.   

You will find the PROPERS for the day in the bulletin insert. 

 

You will notice during the Service that the Pastor will change 

position frequently.  There is a definite reason for this.  When he 

faces us, this indicates that he is God’s spokesman and that through 

him God is speaking to us.  We are in a “sacramental” or “God-

giving” portion of the Service.  When he joins us in facing the 

altar, this indicates that we are speaking to God together in prayer 

and praise.  This is a “sacrificial” or “man-giving” part. 

 

Our Service, or LITURGY, is packed with drama and vitality.  It 

has stood the test of many centuries of constant use.  Many of its 

sections use words drawn directly from the Bible.  By reverent and 

intelligent use of this Order of Service we can draw near to God 

with our praise and our prayers, and we can receive from Him the 

blessings of forgiveness and His strengthening presence. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Now we are ready for our worship.  The organist will play through 

the first hymn to establish the proper tempo and to set the mood.  

With your hymnal open, you can carefully listen and follow the 

melody.  Doing this makes for more beautiful and meaningful 

hymn singing.  We now praise the Lord together in Hymn No. 197. 

 

OPENING HYMN 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PASTOR: 



The order of worship continues on page 136 of your hymnal.  We 

always begin our worship with the TRINITARIAN 

INVOCATION, spoken for us by the Pastor.  By this we give 

testimony that we worship the true God, the God of the Bible.  By 

this, too, we invoke the power and presence of God, for God’s 

name in power. 

 

Then we prepare ourselves for the worship to come by the 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION.  Moses was told to take off 

his shoes because he was standing on holy ground.  Even so we 

must cast away our sins to stand in the presence of God, as the 

Palmist reminds us,  “Who shall stand in His Holy Place?  He that 

hath clean hands and a pure heart.”  So we come in penitence and 

faith and confess our sins, whereupon we hear the Pastor, as God’s 

representative, speaking to us the words of comfort and 

forgiveness through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
The Pastor leads the Congregation in ----- 

   

THE INVOCATION, CONESSION, AND 

ABSOLUTION 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PASTOR: 

 

Now we are prepared to enter into the Holy Place of God’s 

presence, and that is what we do in the next part, for the word 

INTROIT means “he enters.”  In our church (some churches) 

The pastor “enters” the sanctuary at this time.  The INTROIT is 

usually taken from the Psalms, especially selected to lift our hearts 

to worship.  You will notice in your hymnals on page 137 that the 

INTROIT shall be sung.  Since the texts are taken from the Psalms, 

which were the hymns of the Old Testament Church, it is common 

practice to sing, or chant, this part. 



 

The GLORIA PATRI, or “Glory Be to the Father,” is always 

included in the Introit because we want to remind ourselves that all 

of the Old Testament is understood by us in the light of the New – 

of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Having begun our worship, we now continue with a heart-felt 

prayer for mercy.  The KYRIE ELEISON, WHICH MEANS 

“lord, have mercy,” is not a confession of sins but an expression of 

our emptiness without God and of our need to have Him come and 

fill us with His grace.  This threefold prayer has been used in the 

Church since at least the 3
rd

 century.  It gathers together all our 

needs and lays them before the mercy seat of God. 

 

The response to the “Lord Have Mercy” is the “Glory Be to God 

on High,” or GLORIA IN EXCELSIS.  The Lord has had mercy 

upon us – He has sent His Son to meet our need, and this is 

announced in the song the angels sang over Bethlehem’s fields:  

“Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward 

men.”  This ancient and incomparable hymn of praise spells out the 

whole Plan of Salvation to us.  In it we praise God for sending His 

Son, “that takes away the sin of the world” and who is now “most 

high in the glory of God the Father.”  May our hearts and voices 

respond to swell the chorus of the saints through the ages as we 

praise God for His unspeakable gifts. 

 
The Pastor leads the Congregation in --- 

 

THE INTROIT, KYRIE, AND GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PASTOR: 

 



The Pastor now turns and greets the people with the words of the 

angel Gabriel when he announced to Mary that she was to become 

the mother of our Lord – the SALUTATION.  The Pastor says, 

“The Lord be with you,” praying that the Holy Spirit may bless the 

congregation as they offer their petitions to God and give their 

attendance to His Word.  The Congregation answers, “And with 

thy spirit,” invoking upon the Pastor the same Holy Spirit that he 

might give voice to the heartfelt petitions of the people and preach 

God’s Word with power. 

 

The COLLECT is a short prayer, usually one sentence, which 

gathers or “collects” the thoughts and prayers of the entire Church 

as they apply to the theme for this day.  The COLLECTS which 

we use are some of the oldest and finest prayers which the Church 

has.  Today’s COLLECT is found in the bulletin insert. 

 
The Pastor leads the Congregation in ---- 

 

 THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PASTOR: 

 

We have reached a climax in our Service.  Up to now we have 

been speaking to God, presenting ourselves, our needs, and our 

hopes before the throne of grace.  Not God speaks to us. 

He will reveal Himself and His will in a special way --- in the 

reading and preaching of His Word.  God has made Himself 

known to us in the Bible; He speaks to us today through these 

words of Scripture.  This is the source of what we believe and 

teach.  Without the Word of God our worship, as well as our faith, 

would wither and die. 

 



God speaks to us first in the OLD TESTAMENT, a selection 

usually from one of the Old Testament.  Here we receive 

instruction in living the Christian life.  According to ancient 

custom in the Church, we sit during such periods of instruction. 

 

The OLD TESTAMENT is followed by another song taken from 

the Psalms, called the GRADUAL.  Today’s Gradual is found in 

your bulletin insert.  It is a gradation, or transition, from the Old 

Testament to the thought of the EPISTLE.  The gradual is usually 

read or sung by the Pastor. At this point of the Service the Choir 

may sing a fitting CHORAL SELECTION.  The music which the 

Choir sings is carefully chosen to lead us in worship. 

 

 

The EPISTLE is usually from one of Paul’s letters to the New 

Testament Churches, or another letter by another evangelist that 

make up the books of the New Testament. Here we receive 

instruction in living the Christian life.  According to ancient 

custom in the Church, we sit during such periods of instruction. 

 

The ALLELUIA, which means “Praise the Lord.”   It is a cry of 

rejoicing that we are allowed to be so near to our Lord.  Because of 

the penitential nature of the season the Alleluiahs are omitted 

during Lent.    The congregation stands as it gets ready to hear the HOLY 

GOSPEL. 
 

When the GOSPEL itself is announced, the Congregation is 

standing as a mark of special honor to Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

whose life and words we are about to hear.  This is indeed a time 

for the deepest reverence and the sharpest attention, as we sing, 

“Glory be to You, O Lord,” and stand ready to hear His words and 

act on His commands.  The GOSPEL is usually the key to the 

theme for the day, the main event or lesson which we are 

commemorating.  We respond to the hearing of the GOSPEL with 

the outburst of joy “Praise be to You, O Christ!” 



 
The Pastor leads the Congregation in ---- 

 

THE EPISTLE, GRADUAL, AND GOSPEL 
 

We have heard God’s Word to us, and we respond now by 

confessing our faith through the CREED.  By this we show that 

the seed of the Word has fallen on good soil and that we have 

rightly heard and understood not only today’s readings but all of 

them through the year, which can be summed up in this statement 

of faith.  We confess the faith of the Apostle’s and Nicene Creed 

that has been confessed in the Christian Church throughout the 

world for centuries.  We join the saints of the entire Christian 

church in our one common faith stated in the creeds. 

 

Then the congregation sings the HYMN of the day.  By doing this 

we are preparing our hearts for the seed of the Word which will 

now be sown in the SERMON, for the Word of God is active in 

our hearts whenever we sing it, hear it, pray it, study it, or live it.  

The SERMON is not just a number of offhand remarks, but a 

prayerfully prepared proclamation of God’s message of 

repentance, salvation, and growth in the faith. 

 

This morning, instead of being localized in one place in the 

Service, the SERMON has been spread throughout the Service in 

the form of the explanatory remarks, which point up for us our sin 

and God’s love as they are expressed in the Liturgy.  In this form 

the SERMON still carries the same essential message and purpose. 

 
The Pastor leads the Congregation in ----- 

 

THE CREED AND HYMN OF THE DAY LW 333 
  

SERMON 

 



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PASTOR: 

 

Our Order of Service continues on page 143 of your hymnal.   

 

During the gathering of the OFFERING the organist plays a 

selection of music carefully chosen to guide us in meditation on 

our worship for the day.  Often it is based on one of the hymns 

sung in the Service or on a hymn that fits the day’s worship.  When 

we use this time for prayers and meditation, this too is worship. 
The Congregation now participates in the offering. 

 

In the OFFERTORY sentences, using David’s words of 

repentance from Psalm 51, we confess our humble and grateful 

acceptance of the Word and offer ourselves and our substance in 

thanksgiving to the Lord.  The OFFERTORY is also our 

preparation for the coming SACRAMENT, as we look forward to 

our sacred Communion with the living Lord.  Immediately after 

the OFFERTORY we who have been purified and strengthened 

bring our sacrifices and offerings to God’s altar.  These gifts can 

be meaningful only if we recognize them as tokens of our entire 

selves, our whole lives, given in worship and service to our Lord. 

 

The gifts are placed on the altar, from which we will soon receive 

the very Body and Blood of our Lord.  This reminds us that the 

sanctified Christian, through the action of God’s Holy Spirit, 

continually gives himself up to God, as God comes into him to live 

in his heart.  

THE OFFERING 

 
and sings ---- 

 

THE OFFERTORY 

 



THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PASTOR: 

 

(Insert the following paragraph when appropriate) 

 

Now the Pastor turns to us with the same SALUTATION he had 

used earlier, and he receives the same response as we move into 

the second major portion of our Service.  Then comes the 

invitation to “lift up your hearts” and to “give thanks unto the 

Lord, our God.”  This reminds us that our entire Communion 

Service is a Service of thanksgiving.  For this reason it is often 

called the EUCHARIST, which means “giving of thanks.”  It is 

indeed “meet, right, and salutary” that we should give thanks to 

God for all His marvelous gifts, together with “angels and 

archangels, and with all the company of heaven,” as we now do in 

the singing of the “Holy, Holy, Holy,” or SANCTUS.  The prophet 

Isaiah was granted a vision of heaven in which he saw the hosts 

adoring God with these words, and we unite with them and with 

the Church Universal in adoration before the throne of God.  The 

second part of this song comes from Christ’s entry into Jerusalem,  

when the crowds sand, “Blessed is He that cometh….”  This 

reminds us that He is about to come into our own hearts and lives.  

Hosanna in the highest! 

 
The Pastor leads the Congregation in ----- 

 

THE PREFACE, AND SANCTUS 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PASTOR: 

 



Now we come to that prayer which our Lord Himself taught us.  

The LORD’S PRAYER is the distinctive property of Christians.  

We are here reminded that we are together in the family of God, 

that at this Communion table we are not many individuals, but one 

body, brothers and sisters in the faith, whose spiritual welfare is 

closely linked together. 

  

After this we hear from the Pastor the WORDS OF 

INSTITUTION, on which our Sacrament is based.  These are the 

words our Lord spoke on the night in which He was betrayed.  

They make this observance not just a pious custom, but a 

Sacrament instituted by Christ Himself.  Our Savior assures us that 

He is bodily present to give us forgiveness and fellowship with 

Him.  With these words the Pastor consecrates the bread and wine, 

setting them apart for holy use. 

 
The Pastor leads the Congregation in ---- 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER AND WORDS OF 

INSTITUTION 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PASTOR: 

 

Now the Pastor turns to us with a blessing:  “The peace of the Lord 

be with you always.”  At the altar we will receive Christ, who is 

our Peace.  The Pastor prays that this peace may never leave us.  

Our AMEN makes this our prayer too. 

 

And as our final preparation for the reception of the blessed 

Sacrament, we sing the AGNUS DEI, “O Christ, Thou Lamb of 

God.”  This hymn is based on the words of John the Baptist when 

he pointed his disciples to the Messiah, saying, “Behold, the Lamb 



of God that taketh away the sin of the world.”  On that Messiah, 

who takes away our sin, we rely for the peace of a forgiven life. 

 

Reverently then we come to stand before the altar of God, humbly 

to receive this Christ into our lives.  As He once gave Himself for 

us on the altar of the Cross so He now gives Himself to us on the 

altar of the Sacrament.  After our reception we return to our daily 

activities nourished and strengthened with this heavenly food, 

assured that Christ is with us and in us as we face the challenges of 

our Christian life.  Suggested prayers for communicants are on 

page 128 of your hymnal.  While we wait for the other 

communicants we sing hymns that reflect the meaning of the 

Lord’s Supper. 

 
The Pastor leads the Congregation in --- 

 

THE PAC DOMINI AND AGNUS DEI 

 
and ministers to the Congregation in --- 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

PASTOR: 

The Congregation now rises to sing the NUNC DIMITTIS, “Lord, 

now let Your servant depart in peace.”  This was Simeon’s song of 

rejoicing in the temple as he held the infant Jesus in his arms.  Our 

eyes too have seen God’s Salvation, for we have received Christ 

through His Word and Sacrament.  Like Simeon we are now ready 

to “depart in peace.” 

  

After the glorious climax of the Sacrament our Service now 

hastens to its close.  We offer our joyous and prayerful thanks to 

God; we join in the familiar exchange of blessing between Pastor 



and people, and then we await the final BENEDICTION to send 

us on our homeward way.  With the BENEDICTION of God, used 

in the Church since the days of Moses, the Pastor closes the 

Service.  The last word that we hear from his lips is “peace.”  With 

the sign of the cross he then reminds us that all of this is ours 

through the cross and merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whom we 

trust and for whom we live.  After a moment of silent prayer we 

leave the church, refreshed and strengthened, to take up again the 

tasks of our God-given vocation in life.  We leave with a departing 

hymn on our lips. 

 
The Pastor leads the Congregation in --- 

 

THE NUNC DIMITTIS, THANKSGIVING,  

BENEDICTION AND LAST HYMN LW 216 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE 
 

 


