


The Fruit and Gifts of the Spirit 



Goal

That we might understand the Fruit of 
the Gifts of the Spirit are truly gifts 
and are given freely to all of God’s 
Children.



OUTCOMES

By the power of the Holy Spirit working through 
God’s Word, we will –

1.Explain the nature of the Holy Spirit’s fruit and 
gifts.
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OUTCOMES

By the power of the Holy Spirit working through 
God’s Word, we will –

1.Explain the nature of the Holy Spirit’s fruit and 
gifts.

2.Recognize why the Spirit’s gifts are given.

3.Appreciate that the Spirit has endowed all of 
God’s redeemed people with gifts.



PRAYER

Lord God Almighty, even as You bless Your 
servants with various and unique gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, continue to grant us the 
grace to use them always to Your honor 
and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.



Catechism

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called 
me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the 
one true faith. 



Catechism

In this Christian church He daily and richly 
forgives all my sins and the sins of all 
believers. On the Last Day He will raise 
me and all the dead, and give eternal life 
to me and all believers in Christ.



LORD, shall we not bring these gifts to 
Your service? 

Shall we not bring to Your service all our 
powers? 

For life, for dignity, grace and order,

And intellectual pleasures of the senses—
T. S. Eliot, choruses from “The Rock



The Fruit and Gifts of the Spirit 

Have you ever heard someone say, “She’s at the 
top of her class, she sings in the choir, and 
she’s captain of the swim team. She’s really 
quite gifted.” We often hear teachers, 
counselors, and researchers speak of gifted 
children. And we certainly rejoice if they’re 
talking about our children! But what about

the “gifted” label? Do they lack gifts? 



The Fruit and Gifts of the Spirit 

As it is frequently used today, what does the 
term gifted mean? Is it a helpful or useful 
term? Why or why not? 



God’s Gifts 

Galatians 5:22–24 But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,  gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law.  Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
sinful nature with its passions and desires.



God’s Gifts 

Romans 8:22–23 We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time.  Not 
only so, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies.



God’s Gifts 

On several occasions Paul discusses what are 
called “spiritual gifts.” He lists these gifts as 
follows: 



God’s Gifts 



God’s Gifts

In our own day there is frequent and often 
confusing discussion of spiritual gifts. The 
same was true even in the days of the 
apostles. Paul therefore begins his discussion 
in 1 Corinthians 12 by saying, “About spiritual 
gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be 
ignorant.”



God’s Gifts

Of what, then, does Paul inform us? How do the 
lists of gifts compare with one another? Are 
the same things described in each passage? 



God’s Gifts

It seems that Paul’s purpose is not to give a 
definitive or exhaustive list of spiritual gifts. 
Instead, his purpose is to confirm that 
Christians do indeed have gifts given by God 
Himself and that the use of these gifts should 
not cause division in the church. 



God’s Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.

1 Peter 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift 
he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its various 

forms.



God’s Gifts

For what purpose do Peter and Paul say spiritual 
gifts are given? 



God’s Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:7, 11  Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. All these are the work of one 
and the same Spirit, and he gives them to 
each one, just as he determines.

To whom are spiritual gifts given?



God’s Gifts

1 Corinthians 1:7 Therefore you do not lack any 
spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be revealed.

To whom are spiritual gifts given?



God’s Gifts

To be sure, we can use God’s gifts selfishly or 
unwisely, as was the case in Corinth. We may 
also at times be unaware of the Holy Spirit’s 
gifts—in ourselves and in others. This is 
because these manifestations are given by the 
Spirit “as He determines” and as  He wills.



God’s Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.

John 3:8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. 
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where 
it comes from or where it is going. So it is 

with everyone born of the Spirit."



God’s Gifts

They may not always be obvious, especially 
when our sinfulness is!



God’s Gifts 



God’s Gifts

Are spiritual gifts necessarily supernatural 
endowments? Might they also be considered 
natural talents, though certainly God- given? 



God’s Gifts

John 3:8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. 
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where 
it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit.”

1 Corinthians 12:11 All these are the work of 

one and the same Spirit, and he gives them 

to each one, just as he determines.



God’s Gifts

What do these passages say about the manner 
in which the Holy Spirit works? Do these 
passages suggest that the same spiritual gifts 
will be given in all places at all times? 



God’s Gifts

Christ instituted the means of grace as the 
unchanging instruments by which He provides 
for our spiritual needs, working both our 
justification and our sanctification. As means 
by which to serve the material needs of the 
church and her members, however, different 
gifts of the Spirit may be given as different 
circumstances require. 



Gifts of Service 

The Holy Spirit in whom Christians have been 
baptized has not only provided us with the 
free gift of salvation and eternal life in heaven; 
He also bestows on us many and various gifts 
to be used in service to the church on earth. 



Gifts of Service 

What encouragement is there in knowing that 
all those who have received the Holy Spirit in 
Baptism have also received His gifts? 



Gifts of Service 

In what ways is it comforting to know that the 
Spirit gives different gifts to different 
members of the Christian church? 



Gifted Children

As God’s sure Word declares, all of His children 
are gifted. Having received, we then also give. 
We give of our time and talent to serve others. 



Gifted Children

How might you respond to someone who 
questions those who do not exhibit some of 
the more spectacular gifts of the Spirit, such 
as speaking in tongues or miraculous healing? 



Gifted Children

Spiritual gifts are given to use in service to 
others. In your daily devotions, take time to 
thank God for the talents and abilities He has 
given you and other members in the church. 
How might your talents best be put into 
service in your own congregation? 



Comparisons 

Natural Gifts: God gives talents to all people 
(whether Christian or not) as part of the 
created order. Christians should use these gifts 
in service to the Creator and the church. 



Comparisons 

Spiritual Gifts: Pentecostals and Charismatics teach 
that special, miraculous gifts are normally part of 
every believer’s life. They place special emphasis 
on “speaking in tongues” as a sign of receiving a 
“baptism with the Holy Spirit.” Lutherans and 
other Christians have taught that the Holy Spirit 
bestows spiritual gifts through Baptism. The 
Eastern Orthodox church and Roman Catholics 
teach that the Holy Spirit bestows or 

strengthens spiritual gifts through confirmation. 



We Give You But Your Own

We give you but your own In any gifts we 
bring; All that we have is your alone, A trust 
from you, our King.



We Give You But Your Own

May we your bounties thus As stewards true 
receive And gladly, Lord, as you bless us, To 
you our first fruits give.



We Give You But Your Own

Hearts still are bruised and dead, And homes 
are bare and cold, And lambs for whom the 
Shepherd bled Are straying from the fold.



We Give You But Your Own

To comfort and to bless, To find a balm for 
woe, To tend those lost in loneliness Is 
angels’ work below.



We Give You But Your Own

The captive to release, The lost to God to 
bring, To teach the way of life and peace, It is 
a Christ-like thing.



We Give You But Your Own

And we believe your word, Though dim our 
faith, it’s true: What we do for your people, 
Lord, We do it all for you.


