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Eavesdropping on Jesus 

Normally, to eavesdrop on someone is a no-no! From our 
youngest years, our parents taught us that it’s impolite and 
downright rude to listen to a conversation that was never 
intended for our ears. But we also know how tempting it is to 
listen to such a conversation! Perhaps it’s the “forbidden 
fruit” aspect of it that intrigues us and causes us to lean 
forward subtly and strain our ears to take in a conversation 
that isn’t ours! 

In today’s Gospel, we observe Jesus, perhaps in the Upper 
Room, perhaps en route to Gethsemane, just a few hours 
before he would be lifted up on the cross. As he waits for the 
next step in the divine plan of redemption for the world to 
unfold, Jesus seizes the opportunity to go to his Father in 
prayer. It’s what we’ve come to call Jesus’ High Priestly 
Prayer. And we, seeing what’s taking place, ignore our 

 

Text: John 3:20-21 
 "My prayer is not for them alone. 
I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their 
message, that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be 
in us so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. 



parents’ teaching and find ourselves eavesdropping on 
Jesus. 

What’s that he said? Who’s he talking about as he prays to 
the Father? Can we make it out? Who’s That Jesus Is 
Praying About? 

Surely it’s got to be somebody long ago. As Jesus prays, we 
become uncomfortable, thinking our parents were right all 
along; we’re eavesdropping on a conversation that doesn’t 
concern us.  

Previously in his prayer, Jesus prayed for himself and for his 
disciples. First Jesus is praying for himself—for strength to 
go forward with what was before him. Then Jesus prays for 
his little band of disciples—Peter and Andrew and the rest—
that they would remain united in the faith that he had taught 
them and that they would carry those teachings forward to 
those who had not yet come to faith. 

What business do we have listening to Jesus’ prayer? As we 
continue to listen, we’re shocked, for we see that this 
conversation does include us!   

Our text begins with the third part of Jesus’ High Priestly 
Prayer. Incredibly, deep within his Passion, with the cross 
approaching with the morning’s dawn, Jesus takes time to 
pray also for those people who would come to faith in the 
future, those who would be recipients of the Gospel that was 
yet to be preached to them. His prayer is that his truth, which 
he has already partially shared with his disciples (preaching, 
teaching, miracles, transfiguration), would also be shared 
with “the world.” 

Upon overhearing this, we come to grips with the fact that 
“the world” includes us! Jesus has an eye on us, even some 



two thousand years into the future, for we are his children 
due to the countless faithful Christians who have presented 
Jesus to us using the Means of Grace in Word and 
Sacrament. We are included in Jesus’ prayer, for we, too, 
have come to faith in him in our Baptism!   

Now, as we continue to eavesdrop, we’re vitally interested in 
Jesus’ words! Us? Us! Why is Jesus praying to the Father 
about us? Whatever was it that brought us into this divine 
conversation?   

We’re included in Jesus’ prayer because of his incredible, 
unfathomable, eternal love for each one of us. This love is 
rooted in the perfect love within the Godhead. Love is the 
way the Father and the Son have always interacted.  

This love “before the foundation of the world” is extended by 
God’s grace to Jesus’ earthly disciples regardless of the era.  
It was for the disciples of his time.  It is extended to us, also.  
We, who are hearing this glorious prayer by Jesus, are given 
this special love from God to us through Jesus. 

This love we cannot yet know to its furthest extent. In our 
self-centered, “me first” approach to life, we can’t 
comprehend anyone giving of himself that much.  His life, his 
total humiliation for us, is totally unbelievable.  The love of 
God from eternity motivated his actions to save mankind, but 
had we been in Jesus’ position, because of our natural love 
only for self, our prayer would include only ourselves with no 
thought of anyone else. Although we cannot comprehend the 
breadth and depth of Jesus’ love, we believe it—and we love 
hearing him talk about it!   

This love about which Jesus prays gave our Lord the 
“desire”, the will, to accomplish the salvation of all mankind. 



Nothing could or would stop him from accomplishing this. 
The power of the devil was not too strong. The magnitude of 
our sins was not too great. The God-man, Jesus, whom we 
overhear praying to the Father, would pay the price for the 
sins of all in the next agonizing hours. He would die and then 
rise three days later, and the result would be the redemption 
of all those for whom he prayed. Jesus’ work includes us—
and all people—for all time and beyond. It is rooted from 
eternity. It endures into eternity. It endures for all eternity. 

We love eavesdropping on this! 

And what’s that Jesus is praying about everyone else? The 
righteous Father will judge all men at the proper time. Those 
who reject Christ and his work, thinking it all to be irrelevant 
or not needed, will remain dead in their sins.  

This we may not want to overhear, but we need to. It’s why 
Jesus is praying for them now, too, that his name go out into 
the entire world. He desires no one to be lost, but that all 
would come to be one with him. Those who have come to 
repentance and faith in Jesus receive the forgiveness he 
earned for all people on the cross.   

In that forgiveness of sins is eternal life itself—to dwell with 
God in heaven and “see his face” (Rev 22:4) and share in 
his glory forever. We have a foretaste of this glory every time 
that we meet together here at this church as a family around 
his Word and Sacraments. The will of God, motivated by his 
eternal love, brings this gift to us! 

As we began eavesdropping on Jesus in prayer to his 
Father, we initially thought that his conversation had nothing 
to do with us. But as we continued to listen, much to our 
great surprise and joy, we see that we are included among 



all those who are the objects of his prayer. In fact, there was 
never really any need to eavesdrop. Jesus wants us to hear 
his prayer, so that we will have all the more confidence that 
our place by his side in heaven is secured. There, in heaven, 
we will share in his eternal love and glory and “will reign 
forever and ever” (Rev 22:5)! 

 

 


