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Our Mother Is Adorned with 
Glory 

In all my adult life, I have never had anyone come up to me 
and grab my ear and look inside of it to see if there was any 
dirt in the ear canal.  I never had corn growing out of my 
ears.  But that is what my mom would always say.  ―Billy, 
your ears or so dirty you could grow corn in them.‖   

My brother and sisters were a reflection of her.  When we 
went to school or church we had to have our clothes clean, 
hair combed, nails clean, teeth brushed and shoes clean. I 
could here my mom say, ―What would people think of me if 

 

Text: Revelation 21: 9-14 
One of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 
came and said to me, "Come, I will show 
you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." And 
he carried me away in the Spirit to a 
mountain great and high, and showed 
me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God. It shone 
with the glory of God, and its brilliance 
was like that of a very precious jewel, 
like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a 
great, high wall with twelve gates, and 
with twelve angels at the gates. On the 
gates were written the names of the 
twelve tribes of Israel. There were three 
gates on the east, three on the north, 
three on the south and three on the 
west. The wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and on them were the 
names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. 



my kids, did not look good.‖  In the 1950’s and 60’s mothers 
were like that.  

We gather today honoring not only our earthly mothers, but 
also our spiritual mother, the Church. Most of us don’t think 
of the Church as a mother, yet this language isn’t foreign to 
Lutheranism. In our Large Catechism, Luther writes of the 
Church in this way: “For in the first place, the Spirit has 
His own congregation in the world, which is the mother 
that conceives and bears every Christian through God’s 
Word” (LC II 42). We behold our spiritual mother in 
Revelation 21. 

How do you describe the church?  Is it just another nonprofit 
corporation?  Where people come together to feel good and 
to be baptized, confirmed, married and buried, with a few 
organizations thrown in it and judged by what you get out of 
it. If you feel that it meets your needs it is good and if doesn’t 
make your day it is bad.  For many it is always there if you 
need it, and pray that you don’t.  To bad that is the definition 
of the church for way too many.  

Rather, the Church is spiritual, described with super earthly 
imagery. In our text The Church is ―the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb‖. The Church is ―the holy city Jerusalem‖. It is where 
Christ resides with his wife, the Church.  It is a glorious city, 
indeed. 

As the Church, we share in the life of Christ and his glory. 
Just like our real mothers, our life comes Christ and His 
church.  Like Christ, we are conceived by the Holy Spirit 
(John 3:5–6 Jesus answered [Nicodemus], "I tell you the 
truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is 
born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, 
but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.). We are born through 



the ―womb‖ of the Church: the baptismal font (1 Peter 1:3 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.). 

Our mother, the Church, is adorned with her children.  She is 
adorned with the names of her children, the sons of Israel, 
which are written on her great walls. We are named on the 
walls of Jerusalem.  The hall of fame in Cooperstown, New 
York has the all the great names of baseball on the walls. 
You have your name on the greatest hall of fame of all, the 
New Jerusalem. 

The Church’s husband, the Lamb, has adorned her with 
these children at a precious price.  Jesus seeks out precious 
jewels.  Jesus compares His bride, the New Jerusalem as 
shining jewels.  It can be compared to the pearls of great 
price (Matthew 13:45–46 "Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found 
one of great value, he went away and sold everything he 
had and bought It.”).  Jesus sacrifices everything, even 
himself, to purchase those pearls (Ephesians 5:25 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her).  So precious are 
these children that Christ protects them with ―a great, high 
wall‖. It protects her from the enemies of God, gathering the 
saints in safety (Ps 55:18, 22 He ransoms me unharmed 
from the battle waged against me, even though many 
oppose me. Cast your cares on the LORD and he will 
sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall.) 

John 16:33 "I have told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world."   It sets the 



Church apart, making her holy, through ―the washing of 
water with the word‖ (Ephesians 5:26).  She is kept pure and 
clean, and no unclean or false thing can enter her. The 
mother, the Holy Church, protects us in safety just like our 
mothers. 

Adorning our mother, we, the children, reflect the Father’s 
glory. She is presented in his splendor (Ephesians 5:27 to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain 
or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless). Christ’s great love for his Bride is seen in his 
death on the cross (Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her). 

And since Christ has sacrificed himself, there is no need for 
a place of sacrifice—the temple (Revelation 21:22 I did not 
see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb are its temple.).  

We share in that sacrifice, participating in the death of Christ 
(Rom 6:4 We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life.  Col 2:12 having been buried with 
him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in 
the power of God, who raised him from the dead.).  
Christ’s glory and majesty, his splendor, is seen in the 
resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:42–43 so will it be with the 
resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is 
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it 
is raised in power;). 

The holy city reflects the glory of God—jasper, pearled 



gates, and golden streets all act as mirrors. Christ’s earthly 
ministry reflects the glory of the Father. God’s glory is the gift 
of His Son for the forgiveness of His children.  The church is 
the mother of all His children. 

Christ’s continued work through the Church also reflects 
God’s glory. In Paul’s ministry, God’s glory is revealed as we 
heard in our first lesson.  The glory of God is proclaimed to 
the world through Paul’s and the Apostles’ ministry for the 
salvation of the world.  Most were martyred for the church. 
The world laughed at for being loyal to God for all their 
hardship and persecution. But God’s glory was revealed for 
our salvation.   For God’s glory is Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Christ was crucified for the Church, so the eternal Church of 
Jerusalem may be united with Him forever into eternity.  
There is no heaven on earth. There is no glory here that 
compares to the New Jerusalem our happy home. 

In our daily lives, we reflect God’s glory. Live as it is true, 
that God’ glory is in us. We are partakers of the Bride the 
Church. (Dan 12:3 Those who are wise will shine like the 
brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to 
righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. Phil 2:15 
so that you may become blameless and pure, children of 
God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, 
in which you shine like stars in the universe). 

True glory is seen in Christ. The Resurrected One is the 
newly risen sun (Is 60:1 "Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.).  
Behold, the light Christ shines upon you (Ps 67:1–2 May 
God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face 
shine upon us, that your ways may be known on earth, 
your salvation among all nations.).  God’s glory of the 
church can be seen through the tears of disappointments, in 



the midst of death, cancer, heart attacks, family strife, 
financial ruin, etc.  God’s glory is in His Son Jesus, Christ 
and we who are faithful receive His glory through our Mother 
the Church.   

A mother’s greatest adornment is her faithful children, just as 
the Church’s is her saints. Like precious jewels, we reflect 
the glory of the Father, sharing in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. His radiance shines upon us, his bride, 
glorifying us before men, protecting us from the darkness 
and evil of God’s enemies, and making us a holy people in 
this world. We shine as lights in this world, “a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for [God’s] 
own possession, that [we] may proclaim the 
Excellencies of him who called [us] out of darkness into 
his marvelous light” (1 Pet 2:9). In this way, we honor our 
mother, the Church, on this Mother’s Day. 

 


