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“The Seed that was 
Planted” 

To Allen planting of seeds and plants was everything in his 
life.  We all enjoyed his love for farming, as we enjoyed the 
fruits from it.  The strawberries come to mind for we are to 
begin that season.  But I would be amiss not mentioning the 
great sweet corn, tomatoes, cucumbers, cabbage, and 
everything else he raised. We also enjoyed the eggs, and 
chickens he raised as well. 

My text that I chose is not one would normally choose for a 
funeral sermon for such a great man as Allen.  But God 
through St. Mark reveals a true statement of the Kingdom of 
God by using the parable of a farmer planting a seed. The 
seed grows and is harvested. This is the end of the story.  
The simple truth is that God kingdom grows and produces 
simply with out our tinkering with it.  It just happens.   

Text: Mark 4:26-29 
He also said, "This is what the kingdom of 
God is like. A man scatters seed on the 
ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps 
or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 
though he does not know how. All by itself 
the soil produces grain—first the stalk, 
then the head, then the full kernel in the 
head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts 
the sickle to it, because the harvest has 
come." 

 



The man who plants the seed simply trusts God that He will 
take care of it.   

That is what Allen did.  He trusted God and placed his plants 
and seed into God’s hands.  And God provided for him and 
Armin.  Allen was not an agriculturalist or botanist but simply 
trusted God for taking care of his plants.   

Allen also trusted God the same way for his own spiritual life.  
Allen believed in God and trusted in him.  God placed the 
seed of life in him at his baptism.  With the seed of the Word 
was planted and watered in His heart.  Allen’s parents took 
care of the tender seed that was planted by taking him to 
church, home prayers, church school, and confirmation and 
set the example for him to follow in Christian living.  As a 
farmer planted a seed and believed God to take care of it 
and do his will so God took care of Allen.   

Good seed needs good care and come from good stock.  
We would never get that from what was left from man alone.  
Because of man’s sinfulness good seed would never come.  
We needed a hybrid from a perfect seed.  God had the 
solution.  That solution was to send his only begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation.  In fact God said 
in the Garden right after the fall of mankind, “And I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shall bruise his heel.”   

Eve seed was our Savior, Jesus Christ.  He destroyed the 
weeds of sin, death and the power of Satan.  God’s seed, his 
Son Jesus Christ, was our salvation.  Jesus is the perfect 
seed.  Jesus says “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”  



God’s seed dies for our sins.  He took on all the toxic 
poisonous sin upon himself so that seeds of righteous would 
be planted in our hearts.  And as a sower plants the seed, so 
the seed of faith was planted on Allen and there it fell on 
good soil.  That seed of faith grew richly and deeply in Allen.  
That plant of faith lasted to the very end of his days.  It did 
not fade away.  It did not shrivel up in the sun, it was not 
pushed out by rocky soil, it was not eaten by the birds, it was 
not destroyed by aphids, but was on the rich loam of faith 
that grew. 

Allen’s plant did not branch out to far.  He lived on his farm 
all his life.  But the roots of faith went deep.  The solid 
witness of faith though not of many words was an example 
to all.  As one would admire Allen’s produce and livestock 
one could admire his simple faith in Jesus Christ. 

On Saturday before he entered the hospital with pneumonia 
Allen received the blessed sacrament of our Lord’s body and 
blood.  He said the Lord’s Prayer and 23

rd
 Psalm. He might 

not of known anything else but seed’s of his faith planted so 
many years ago at Baptism still remained strong to his end.  
I Peter 1:23 – “For you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living 
and enduring word of God.” 

That seed of faith endures to the end and will endure to the 
last day when we will see Allen again in heaven with Armin 
and all the saints.  Today we see that tragedy of the seed of 
man.  Like plants it has it season, the spring, summer, fall 
and winter.  It dies.  But Allen had special seed, St. Paul 
writes, 1 Corinthians 15:42 “So will it be with the resurrection 
of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 
imperishable.” It has God’s seed sown in Allen. 



Our text tells of a farmer that went out to plant a seed.  It is a 
miracle of God.  We don’t explain it scientifically. It just is.  A 
simple faith Allen had and that is all we need today.  Judy 
and loved ones, that seed has been planted in you as well. 
Yes the era of Allen and Armin has ended.  It will never be 
the same around this area.  We are saying goodbye to a 
simpler time.  We will always have thoughts that our 
idealistic life of two bachelors.   

But what remains for us.  The seed, that is what!  That can 
live in us.  It is true and will last not only for a lifetime but 
also for eternal life.   

The seed is planted.  God will take care of the rest.  Judy 
and dear family, “A man scatters seed on the ground. Night 
and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 
grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil 
produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full 
kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the 
sickle to it, because the harvest has come." 

God’s harvest is great today, sweeter than any of the 
strawberries Allen ever grew.  It was the seed and fruit God 
planted in Allen that produced to us in gracious, sweet 
kindness and love. 

In God’s grace to you all.  Amen 

  

 


