
Life-giving Spirit



In Your radiance 
Life from heaven now is 
given overflowing, 
Gift of gifts beyond all 
knowing. 
—Michael Schirmer, LW 
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Goal

That we may know more about the work of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives. 



Outcomes

1. Describe the Spirit’s work, namely, giving 
witness to Christ and the salvation won by 
Him.
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Outcomes

1. Describe the Spirit’s work, namely, giving 
witness to Christ and the salvation won by 
Him.

2. Recognize the relationship between the 
Spirit’s work of creation and re-creation.

3. Appreciate that faith itself, by which we 
receive our justification, is worked by the 
Holy Spirit.



PRAYER

Almighty God, grant that we, who have been 
redeemed from the old life of sin by our 
Baptism into death resurrection of Your Son 
Jesus Christ, may be renewed by Your Holy 
Spirit to live in righteousness and true 
holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen.



Catechism 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me 
by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
true faith. (Luther’s explanation to 3rd Article)



Introduction

Every day we make choices. Sometimes we 
clamor for more options from which to 
choose; sometimes we wish there were not so 
many options. Whether or not we enjoy 
them—or even notice them—each and every 
day our lives are filled with countless choices. 
How strange, then, that none of us made the 
first and most important decision: to begin 
our own life. 



Introduction

In what matters or on what occasions do you 
sometimes wish you had more choices?

Are there times you wish you had to make fewer 
choices? 

Why? 



Breath of God

Genesis 1:2  Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the waters.



Breath of God

Job 33:4 The Spirit of God has made me; 

the breath of the Almighty gives me life.



Breath of God

1. To what do these passages refer? 

2. Who is involved?



Breath of God

Ephesians 2:1 As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins.



Breath of God

Acts 7:51 "You stiff-necked people, with 
uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just 
like your fathers: You always resist the Holy 
Spirit!”



Breath of God

What do these passages say about the once-
holy 

creation into which God breathed life? 



Breath of God

Being dead in trespasses, the sinner must be 
reborn or re-created if he or she is to have 
life.



Breath of God

Psalm 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.



Breath of God

Psalm 104:29–30 
29 When you hide your face, 

they are terrified; 
when you take away their breath, 
they die and return to the dust.

30 When you send your Spirit, 
they are created, 
and you renew the face of the earth.



Breath of God

John 3:3–5 
In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can 

see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."

"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus 
asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his 
mother's womb to be born!"

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the 
Spirit.



Breath of God

Romans 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who 
lives in you.



Breath of God

What do these passages say about rebirth and 
re-creation? 



Breath of God

What is the source of new life? 



Breath of God

What is the 
source of 

new life? 



Breath of God

New life is given only on account of the life 
sacrificed by Christ. In this life given for us, the 
Holy Spirit played a prominent role. 



Breath of God

Luke 1:35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God.”



Breath of God

Luke 3:21–22 When all the people were being 
baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he 
was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy 
Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are 
my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased."



Breath of God

John 15:26 "When the Counselor comes, whom 
I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth who goes out from the Father, he will 
testify about me.”



Breath of God

John 16:13–14 But when he, the Spirit of truth, 
comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will 
not speak on his own; he will speak only what 
he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 
come. He will bring glory to me by taking from 
what is mine and making it known to you.



Breath of God

How does the Spirit’s activity at the beginning of 
Jesus’ earthly life relate to that mentioned 
near the end of Jesus’ ministry? 



Breath of God

The life of Jesus, the life given into death for our 
sins, is the one and only basis for our 
salvation. That we might know of His glorious 
work on our behalf, the Spirit has been given 
as His witness. For this we must truly give 
thanks. 



Breath of God

Not only does the Spirit play a role in the life of 
Jesus; He is also involved in our own lives.

1 Corinthians 6:11 And that is what some of you 
were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God.



Breath of God

What activities are here attributed to the Holy 
Spirit? 

1 Corinthians 6:11 And that is what some of you 
were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God.



Breath of God

“Justification by faith” is a phrase familiar to 
Lutherans. 

1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I tell you that no 
one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 
"Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus 
is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.



Breath of God

What is the relationship described here between 
faith and the Holy Spirit?

1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I tell you that no 
one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 
"Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus 
is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.



Lively Spirit

The Holy Spirit acts without our asking, without 
our effort, and at times without our 
knowledge. But knowing how and for what 
purpose the Spirit is active can be a source of 
great comfort and encouragement for the 
Christian. 



Lively Spirit

Christians are not immune to feelings of 
insignificance, meaninglessness, or loneliness. 
The modern world teaches a “closed 
universe.” God—if He exists at all—does not 
intervene in our lives. This teaching leaves 
people alone to question their life’s meaning 
and purpose. It certainly does nothing to 
alleviate such negative thoughts.



Lively Spirit

What comfort do you take knowing that God’s 
Spirit has been active in the world from the 
time of creation and continues to act on your 
behalf even today?



Lively Spirit

Knowing that the Holy Spirit’s work is to testify 
to Christ, how might you be encouraged in 
your own evangelism efforts? 



Live in the Spirit

Acting through Word and Sacraments, the Spirit 
testifies to the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. What is more, through these means 
the Holy Spirit not only points to our salvation 
in Christ, but He effects our salvation! Without 
our cooperation, He raises us from death in 
sin to new life in Christ. 



Live in the Spirit

Knowing that life—and new life—are free gifts 
of the Spirit, how might you show your thanks 
in your worship and devotional life? 



Live in the Spirit

The biblical parallels between creation and re-
creation, birth and rebirth, speak against the 
notion that we must in some way cooperate 
with the Holy Spirit’s work of justification. 



Live in the Spirit

In light of your study, how might you respond to 
a friend who believes that one must “make a 
decision” or otherwise work with the Spirit in 
salvation? 



O Holy Spirit, Enter In

O Holy spirit, enter in,
And in our hearts your work begin,
And make our hearts your dwelling.
Sun of the soul, O Light divine,
Around and in us brightly shine,
Your strength in us upwelling.
In your radiance Life from heaven
Now is given Overflowing,
Gift of gifts beyond all knowing



O Holy Spirit, Enter In

Left to ourselves, we surely stray;
Oh, lead us on the narrow way,
With wisest counsel guide us;
And give us steadfastness that we
May follow you for ever free,
No matter who derides us.
Gently heal those Hearts now broken;
Give some token You are near us,
Whom we trust to light and cheer us.



O Holy Spirit, Enter In

O mighty rock, O Source of life,
Let your good Word in doubt and strife
Be in us strongly burning
That we be faithful unto death
And live in love and holy faith,
From you true wisdom learning.
Lord, your mercy On us shower;
By your power Christ confessing,
We will cherish all your blessing


