
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Greetings in this Easter season as we celebrate 

the blessings that are ours through Christ’s 

sacrifice and resurrection! He is risen! 

Holy week was extra special for us as Cindy’s 

mother arrived for a month long visit on 

Maunday Thursday and we were able to enjoy 

Easter weekend at a family vacation spot not 

too far from our home. It was nice to get away 

for a bit and have some down time together. 

We did receive sad news on the Tuesday after 

Easter when we learned that our dear friend 

from Botswana, Rev. Phillip Mothetho, was 

killed in a car accident. Rev. Mothetho worked 

with us for many years and has been one of 

the main translators with the Kalanga Bible 

Translation Project. He was Mike’s age. Please 

keep his family and the translation project in 

your prayers. 

Ghana 

 

The first Lutheran church in Madagascar was 

established by the Norwegian Mission Society in 

1867. This church body now consists of 22 regional 

synods, several seminaries and over 4 million 

members. Mike and Fred explored opportunities for 

mutual mission with the presidents of two regional 

synods and visited one of the seminaries. 

This church body is experiencing much growth 

through outreach by volunteer lay members called 

Mpiandry (Shepherds) who pray for and counsel 

the sick through round the clock ministry on church 

grounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike also visited Ghana the end of March to 

attend a spiritual retreat for the LCMS World 

Mission West Africa missionaries in conjunction with 

Lutheran Bible Translator's missionaries. This retreat 

was led by Rev. Dan Gilbert, the president of the 

Northern Illinois District. This meeting was a blessing 

to the missionaries, and times of sharing illustrated 

why it is so important for our missionaries to get 
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“It is true! The Lord has risen…” –Luke 24:34 

 

 

Madagascar 

LCMS World Mission Francophone Area 

Facilitator, Rev. Fred Reinhardt, and Mike went 

to visit the Madagascar Lutheran Church in 

March.  
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Mpiandry 

(Shepherd) 

praying for a 

sick child. 

Several opportunities for mutual mission were 

presented including working together to develop 

Christian education for children, health and 

developing the ability of MLC members to support 

their own church through development initiatives. 
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Mike and Rev yyyyyyyyyyyyy 

 

Upcoming ministry trips 

 Mike is currently in St. Louis attending meetings with the International 

Management Team in preparation for the Transcultural Missionary 

Formation program taking place in May in Paraguay. This new venture 

is a program to help prepare missionaries from our LCMS partner 

churches in Latin America and LCMS World Mission together in 

reaching out cross culturally with the gospel. Mike, others from the 

International Management Team, and leaders of our Latin American 

partner churches will be teaching. Mike is assigned teaching on the 

Missio Dei (God's mission) as our motivation for mission and 

contextualization. This will be a two week training and this type of 

training will be repeated over three years, each year being in a 

different country. We are excited about the potential for growing 

God’s church this program can bring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Tswaedi (hand out) introducing 

new Bishop Weber (far right) and other 

church leaders at the induction. 
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On the 21st of March, while Mike was in Ghana, Cindy attended the 

induction of the new Bishop for the Lutheran Church of Southern 

Africa, our partner church here in South Africa. The previous bishop, 

Rev. David Tswaedi, had been serving for the past 16 years. In fact, 

we attended his induction with baby Caleb those many years ago 

when we were with LBT in Botswana. So it was a privilege to be a part 

of another new era for the LCSA with the induction of it’s new Bishop 

Rev. Wilhelm Weber. 

The four hour service was attended by a couple thousand church 

members and visitors from South Africa, Botswana and even friends 

from the USA. We enjoyed having President of Rocky Mountain District 

Rev. Randy Golter and his wife Elizabeth for a couple of meals on their 

visit and also the President of the Southern Illinois District Rev. Herb 

Mueller and colleague Mark Theiss for a meal. 

 

 

Induction of the new Bishop for the LCSA  

 

Often missionaries 

feel like they are 

‘on’ as they serve in 

ministries on the 

foreign field and 

remain ‘on; when 

they return to the US 

for home service… 

  together periodically for renewal. Often foreign missionaries feel like 

they are 'on' as they serve in ministries on the foreign field and 

remain 'on' when they return to the US for home service and are 

invited to present to others. This retreat helped renew and remind us 

that serving in God's Mission is not always easy but a privilege that 

God calls us to and one in which God calls others through us. 

During the retreat Mike shared on the topic of why we are serving in 

God’s mission – Missio Dei. Mike also took time to meet individually 

with the LCMS WM missionaries to talk, encourage and plan with 

them regarding their ministries. Three days prior to the retreat Mike 

met with the Area Facilitators serving on the Africa Management 

Team to work on mission strategy and problem-solving.  

 

  

Mike and Prof. Rakotonirina of  the 

Madagascar Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 



 

VIEW OUR DVD 

 

We were able to put a 15 minute DVD 

together about our ministry and the work 

of LCMS World Mission here in Africa. If you 

are interested in viewing this DVD, sharing it 

with your congregation, Sunday school 

group or Bible study then you can contact 

Mike’s parents in Missouri and they can 

send it to you. You can email Rev. and Mrs. 

Rodewald at: 

awrodewald@centurytel.net or call them 

at 

660-463-7909  or 319-389-3201 
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When Mike returns from the US, Cindy 

will be heading off to Kenya for 

meetings with other Volunteer 

Coordinators from Africa and two 

colleagues from St. Louis. This strategic 

planning meeting will help the Africa 

field to improve the processes of getting 

teams and individuals out to the Africa 

mission field to help with and 

experience God’s Mission. 

Cindy and Mike will play tag team 

toward the end of April. Just as she 

returns from Kenya he goes to Kenya to 

witness and observe a short-term 

mission effort of an LCMS congregation. 

This group will be working with the 

Evangelical Lutheran church in Kenya 

through LCMS World Mission’s 

Congregation Connect program. After 

this, Mike will be back home until he 

teaches the last two weeks of May at 

the Transcultural Missionary Formation 

program in Paraguay. 

Prayer / Praise Items 

  Pray for the family of Rev. Phillip Mothetho as they 

grieve his passing and for the Kalanga Bible 

Translation Project who has lost a translator. 

 Pray for the planning and implementation of the 

Transcultural Missionary Formation program. 

 Pray for traveling mercies to Kenya for Cindy (and 

her mother who will travel with her) and a good 

meeting with the other Volunteer Coordinators.  

 For safety for Cindy and the boys as they remain in 

Pretoria while Mike travels. 

 Pray for continued traveling mercies for Mike and 

wisdom in his many decisions as Regional Director 

for Africa. 

 Praise God for our son Seth and the upcoming 

confirmation of his faith in Jesus Christ on April 18th. 

 Praise that Cindy’s mom can visit and be a part of 

our lives during this month… and a big help. 

The 

Rodewalds 

February 

2010 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 Pray for our oldest, Caleb, as he is 

in his final year in High School with 

tough academic expectations. 

Also for his SAT test he will be taking 

May 1st . 
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Support Offerings: 

Designate as: 

Missionary Support – 

Rodewald 

Send to: 

LCMS World Mission 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd 

St. Louis MO 63122-

7295 

Personal and Prayer 

Correspondence: 

Mike & Cindy 

Rodewald 

46 Farmers Folly 

Lynnwood Pretoria 

0081 

South Africa 

 

Tel: +27 12 348 1379 

 

Email: 
rodewald@telkomsa.net 

 

 

Thank you for your commitment to God’s mission of building up Christ’s 

church here in Africa. 

Jesus be with you, 

Mike & Cindy Rodewald 
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Thankful for you 

 

Thank you for being there for us through your support and prayers. Support 

through offerings and individual gifts may be sent directly to LCMS World 

Mission designated for Missionary Support: Rodewald. Support can also be 

given electronically by accessing our projects page at www.lcms.org?12953. 

Gifts so designated will go directly to cover our budgeted expenses for living 

overseas as well as for the extensive travel that this ministry requires. Assurances 

of prayer support for our family and work may also be sent to the same 

address, or to our Africa address. If you have any questions about helping to 

support us, feel free to ask by emailing us at rodewald@telkomsa.net or skype 

us at Cindy Rodewald or M. Rodewald. Note that we also remain associate 

missionaries with Lutheran Bible Translators and gifts sent to LBT at PO Box 2050, 

303 N. Lake Street, Aurora IL 60507-2050, in our name, will continue to support 

us serving with LCMS. Again thank you. 

 

Supporting us serving through LCMS World Mission 

 

LCMS 

World Mission 

One mode of transportation in 

Madagascar. 

Mike and Fred trying to fit into their 

cultural context. You can see that Mike 

likes to lead. 
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