


The Holy Spirit

The Lutheran Difference



The Holy Spirit

“Are you filled with the Holy Spirit?” 

“Sure . . . well, aren’t all Christians filled 
with the Holy Spirit?” 



The Holy Spirit

Where Christ is preached, Lutherans rejoice to 
believe, teach, and confess that the Spirit is 
always present and active. Far from 
neglecting the Spirit, Lutherans praise, 
honor, and glorify Him as God. This occurs 
not only when they speak about Him, but 
especially when in humble silence they allow 
Him to speak to them, to reveal the Savior 
and proclaim His salvation. 



Goal

That we may know and believe  that the 
Holy Spirit is most assuredly with us 
through God’s Word.



Outcomes

A. Describe the relationship between 
God’s Word and its divine Author.
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Outcomes

A. Describe the relationship between 
God’s Word and its divine Author.

B. Recognize the common testimony of 
both Spirit and Word—our salvation in 
Christ Jesus.

C. Know that where God’s Word is, there 
also His Spirit is active. 



Catechism

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.



Prayer

O Lord God, heavenly Father, be the blessed 
light of Your divine Word You have led us 
to the knowledge of Your Son.  Grant us 
the grace of Your Holy Spirit that we may 
ever walk in the light of Your truth and, 
rejoicing with the sure confidence in 
Christ, our Savior, be brought to eternal 
salvation. Amen.



The Spirit Speaks

Sticks and stones may break my bones,  but 
words can never hurt me.  —A nursery 
rhyme 



The Spirit Speaks

Words. Are they really so powerless? Mere 
scribbles and sound bites can stop a 
dispute or end a friendship. Words can 
begin a marriage or begin a war.



The Spirit Speaks

Stronger even than human speech are the 
words that proceed from the mouth of 
God. Thankfully, unlike so many of our 
words, God’s strong Word was 
written—and is still preached—for our 
benefit. 



The Spirit Speaks

What are some of the various reasons, 
both positive and negative, that people 
have for speaking with one another? 
For what reason might God feel it 
necessary or desirable to verbally 
speak with those He has created? 



The Spirit Speaks

What are some of the various reasons, 
both positive and negative, that people 
have for speaking with one another? 
For what reason might God feel it 
necessary or desirable to verbally 
speak with those He has created? 



Psalm 33:6

By the word of the LORD were the heavens 
made, their starry host by the breath 
of his mouth.



2 Peter 3:5

But they deliberately forget that long ago 
by God's word the heavens existed and 
the earth was formed out of water and 
by water.



Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is living and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, 
it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.



Ephesians 6:17

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God.



The Spirit Speaks

What do these passages say about words 
that come from God’s mouth? 



The Spirit Speaks

What makes these words do what they do? 



The Spirit Speaks

God’s Word moves more than molecules of 
air and stirs more than breath. His 
Word can move and stir the heart. 



The Spirit Speaks

The Spirit continued to speak through the 
words of the New Testament apostles.



Acts 1:2

until the day he was taken up to heaven, 
after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 
chosen.



1 Corinthians 2:12–13

We have not received the spirit of the 
world but the Spirit who is from God, 
that we may understand what God has 
freely given us. This is what we speak, 
not in words taught us by human 
wisdom but in words taught by the 
Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in 
spiritual words.



2 Peter 3:15–16

Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means 
salvation, just as our dear brother Paul 
also wrote you with the wisdom that God 
gave him. He writes the same way in all his 
letters, speaking in them of these matters. 
His letters contain some things that are 
hard to understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own destruction.



The Spirit Speaks

The Spirit inspired the authors of both the 
Old and New Testaments to reveal Him 
who stands at the center of all 
Scripture—Christ, whose life and death 
won our salvation.



The Spirit Speaks

God spoke His creation into being, but 
divine speech did not end there.



2 Peter 1:21

For prophecy never had its origin in the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.



2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness,



The Spirit Speaks

Who is described as speaking in these 
passages?  The Holy Spirit



The Spirit Speaks

To whom does God speak? 
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The Spirit Speaks

For what purpose?

A. Teaching

B. Rebuking

C. Correcting

D. Training in righteousness (2 Timothy 
3:16)



The Spirit Speaks

While rejoicing that God would speak to 
His creation in human language, 
Christians also realize that some 
readers have difficulty understanding 
the Bible.



1 Corinthians 2:14 

The man without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him, 
and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.



2 Corinthians 3:15–16

Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil 
covers their hearts. But whenever 
anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is 
taken away.



The Spirit Speaks

What do these passages say about the role 
of the Spirit in understanding God’s 
Word? 



The Spirit Speaks

The Spirit proclaims both Law and Gospel. 
Though He must convict and condemn, 
the Spirit’s “proper” work is to 
proclaim Christ. 



The Spirit Speaks

To understand Scripture—or any 
literature—requires an awareness of 
its major themes. 



Nehemiah 9:30

For many years you were patient with 
them. By your Spirit you admonished 
them through your prophets. Yet they 
paid no attention, so you handed them 
over to the neighboring peoples.



John 16:7–8

But I tell you the truth: It is for your good 
that I am going away. Unless I go away, 
the Counselor will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. When 
he comes, he will convict the world of 
guilt in regard to sin and righteousness 
and judgment:



The Spirit Speaks

Compare these past passages with these 
passages.



Titus 3:5

He saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit.



The Spirit Speaks

According to these passages, how is the 
work of the Holy Spirit related to the 
biblical themes of Law and Gospel?



The Spirit Speaks

So intimately and essentially related are 
the Spirit and the preaching of Christ, 
Luther was led to declare in the Large 
(“The Creed,” Art. III.45). 



The Spirit Speaks

Jesus declared that the Scriptures testify 
about Him (John 5:39).

You diligently study the Scriptures because 
you think that by them you possess 
eternal life. These are the Scriptures 
that testify about me, 



John 14:26

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and will remind 
you of everything I have said to you.



John 16:13–14

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will guide you into all truth. He will not 
speak on his own; he will speak only 
what he hears, and he will tell you 
what is yet to come. He will bring glory 
to me by taking from what is mine and 
making it known to you.



The Spirit Speaks

According to Jesus, what do the testimony 
of Scripture and the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit have in common? 



The Spirit Speaks

Though the Holy Spirit speaks and acts 
through God’s external Word, there are  
spirits who do not do so.



1 John 4:1

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world.



The Spirit Speaks

What warning and exhortation does the 
author give? How might this 
exhortation be observed? 



Word and Spirit

The Holy Spirit not only inspired the 
ancient and original authors of the 
Bible; He works even today through 
the external Word, continuing to fulfill 
God’s holy will. 



Word and Spirit

How might understanding the emphases 
and intent of the Holy Spirit’s 
inspiration of Scripture affect your 
attitude toward and approach to the 
study of the Bible? 



Word and Spirit

What comfort can you take in knowing that 
where God’s Word is, there also is the 
Holy Spirit? 



Sure Word

Where God’s Word is, there also is His 
Spirit. Not only is He present; He is 
active, and powerfully too. Acting 
through the Word of Scripture, He 
continually—and convincingly—
convicts us of sin. But thanks be to 
God, He also pardons us for the sake of 
Christ. 



Sure Word

How might the way God has spoken to you 
through His Word affect the manner in 
which you speak to Him in prayer? . 



Sure Word

How might you respond to a friend who 
believes that God has spoken—or 
wonders if God has spoken—to him or 
her through means other than the 
revealed Word of Scripture?  



Comparisons 

Verbal Inspiration: The Holy Spirit led the 
prophets, evangelists, and apostles to write 
the books of the Bible. He guided their 
writing, inspiring their very words while 
working through their particular styles of 
expression. Therefore, the Bible’s words are 
God’s Word. Conservative Christian churches 
hold this view.  



Comparisons 

Partial Inspiration: Christians affected by 
theological liberalism hold different views of the 
inspiration of the Bible. For example, some would 
assert that the Bible is God’s Word but the 
authors erred in some factual details. Others 
would say that the Bible contains God’s Word and 
the Spirit leads people today to determine which 
parts of the Bible God wants them to follow. Still 
others would say that the Bible is one testimony 
to God’s Word along with writings used in other 
religions. 



Comparisons 

Inspired Translations: Some churches hold that 
God inspired certain translations of the Bible. 
For example, the Eastern Orthodox church 
holds that the Greek Septuagint translation of 
the Old Testament was inspired by God. Some 
English-speaking Protestants hold that God 
inspired the King James translation of the 
Bible. 



Oh Holy Spirit Enter In

O Holy spirit, enter in, And in our hearts your 
work begin, And make our hearts your 
dwelling. Sun of the soul, O Light 
divine, Around and in us brightly shine, Your 
strength in us upwelling. In your radiance Life 
from heaven Now is given Overflowing, Gift 
of gifts beyond all knowing.



Oh Holy Spirit Enter In

Left to ourselves, we surely stray; Oh, lead us 
on the narrow way, With wisest counsel guide 
us; And give us steadfastness that we May 
follow you for ever free, No matter who 
derides us. Gently heal those Hearts now 
broken; Give some token You are near 
us, Whom we trust to light and cheer us.



Oh Holy Spirit Enter In

O mighty rock, O Source of life, Let your good 
Word in doubt and strife Be in us strongly 
burning That we be faithful unto death And 
live in love and holy faith, From you true 
wisdom learning. Lord, your mercy On us 
shower; By your power Christ confessing, We 
will cherish all your blessing.


