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Ebenezer Lutheran Church – Port Hudson 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

9100 Highway YY Leslie, Missouri 

Parsonage 573-459-6432              Church 573-459-6431 

Rev. William F. Zastrow, Pastor  

Mary Sprick, Secretary 

 ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
The Terms of Forgiveness 

March 13 & 14, 2010 

 

AS WE GATHER:  We hear today the familiar parable of 

Jesus, ―The Parable of the Lost Son.‖  What would it take to 

forgive such a wicked son who squandered everything he 

inherited from his loving father? When we squander everything, 

our heavenly Father is there with a word of assurance (Mt 6:33 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well.”). When sickness or death 

comes, our Savior is there with a word of comfort (Jn 11:25–26 

"I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will 

live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me 

will never die.”).  When we return to our Lord with repentant 

hearts, our heavenly Father is there, waiting with arms spread 

wide in a welcoming embrace. He deals with us according to his 

terms.  

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: God of compassion, you 

welcome the wayward, and you embrace us with your mercy.  

By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed 

us at the table of your love, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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THE DIVINE SERVICES 

 

SATURDAY: Evening Prayer page 250 

HYMNS:  421, 231, 230, 344 

 

SUNDAY:  Matins page 208 

HYMNS: 421, 231, 230   
 

  

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray that the Lord would grant better 

health to our members, shut-ins, and friends of Ebenezer, 

especially: 

- Lois Senter, who has as of Friday morning has taken a 

turn for the worse and is again hospitalized with internal 

bleeding. Pastor Senter has asked for our prayers.  

Pastor and Lois’ address is: 416 Canary Lane, 

Metamora, Ill 61548-8366. 

- John and Darlene Edwards - We rejoice with John and 

Darleen Edwards over the birth of their first Great 

Grandchild. Little Ella Mae Hodge was born March 11th 

in North Haver Hill, New Hampshire.  She was born to 

the Edwards' grandaughter Melissa Hodge and her 

husband!  

- Ed and Ruth Gardner who are celebrating their 65th 

wedding anniversary today with their family and friends. 

Their actual anniversary was in February, but are 
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celebrating Sunday.  God’s richest blessings on this dear 

couple.  

- Mary Ann Bellis and Darleen McDaris who are both 

receiving cancer treatments. 

- Kim, daughter of Paul and Paula Gleitz, who had 

surgery this past Friday. 

- All our shut-ins and members who find it difficult to get 

out – Leonard Brune, Elda Vohs, Ray and Irene 

Bargen, Edna Deppermann, Allen Gerdes, Ken 

Obermann, Ada Groppe, Harvey Schroeder, Delores 

Roehrs, Ruth Marks, Mildred Mann, Adeline Keune, 

Beth Pelster, Cornelia Bunge and Ed and Ruth 

Gardner, and all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

 

 We pray for all the people in the country of Haiti and 

Chile who are still suffering from the terrible earthquakes 

and aftershocks that hit these two countries. 

 

 We ask God to bless the many agencies of the Lutheran 

Church that minister to the deaf, the blind, and those with 

special needs.  For our Missouri Synod, District and Circuit 

officials and the Missionaries serving around the world, 

especially Robin McCoy, serving in Thailand and Mike and 

Cindy Rodewald and John Strasen serving in Africa, as well 

as the Missionaries serving around the world. 

 

 We ask the Lord’s Blessings to be upon all our 

government officials and we pray for the safety of all our law 

enforcement people, EMT’s, firemen, and our men and 

women serving in the Armed Forces around the world, 



4 

especially for Josh Bade, grandson of Albert and Marilyn 

Bade who is being deployed to Afghanistan.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

We welcome all our guests that are worshiping here with us 

today.  We ask that you please sign the guest register near 

the Church entrance with your name, address and Church 

affiliation.  Thank you!  We hope you will join us in worship 

again! 

 

Sewing Night – Ebenezer Mission Society has scheduled 

another sewing night for Tuesday, March 16th.  We will continue 

our sewing of dresses for Orphan Grain Train and warming bags 

for the local hospital.  All are invited to join us anytime after 

6:30 PM until about 8:30 PM.  If you would like to sew at home, 

just contact Pastor or Margaret. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt – Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be 

following the 10:30 AM service on Easter Sunday.  Donations 

of pre-decorated hard boiled eggs would be greatly appreciated.  

Please bring them on Holy Saturday or Easter Sunday morning 

to the kitchen.  The hunt is open to children from birth to age 7 

or grade 2. 

 

Easter Breakfast – The Education Committee and Thrivent will 

host an Easter Breakfast after the sunrise service on Easter 

Sunday, April 4th, 2010.  Plan to join us for rolls, donuts, ham, 

breakfast casseroles, juice, coffee, and milk.  A free will offering 

will be taken for the Food Pantry in Leslie.  Hope to see you 

there! 
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Mo Department of Conservation Hunter Education Class – 
The Hunter Ed class will be held Friday, March 19th from 6:00 

PM to 10:00 PM and Saturday, March 20th from 9:00 AM to 

6:00 PM.  Registration for this class will be through Missouri 

Department of Conservation’s Sullivan office 573-468-3335 or 

www.MDC.Mo.Gov/hunt/huntered.  The class will be held at 

Immanuel Lutheran School in Washington.  The cost is $5.00.  

The class is limited to the first 75 persons to register.  

Requirements:  Proof of age – students must be 11 years of age 

by the class starting date (13 and under must be accompanied by 

an adult.)  For more information, please call Raenhard 

Wesselschmidt. 

 

Please note – With the beginning of Daylight Savings Time, 

the Saturday evening worship service will begin at 5:00 PM. 

 

Ebenezer Men’s Club has invited Bethlehem Men’s Club for 

an evening of dartball on Tuesday, March 23rd at 7:00 PM. 

All men of the congregation are invited to come for an 

evening of fellowship and fun!  

 
A Cappella Choir at Immanuel, St. Charles – On Friday, 

March 19th, the A Cappella Choir from Concordia University, 

Seward, Nebraska will present a concert at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, 115 S. Sixth St., St. Charles, Mo.  Under the direction 

of Dr. Kurt E. von Kampen, The A Cappella Choir will be 

performing a concert of sacred and secular choral anthems 

representing many historical periods.  The choir will perform 

traditional and contemporary works.  Children from Immanuel 

Lutheran School will sing with the A Cappella Choir in the 

concert.  The choir exists to perform choral music at the highest 

http://www.mdc.mo.gov/hunt/huntered
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artistic level to honor God and proclaim the message of 

salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  The concert will begin at 

7:00 PM.  Admission is free.  For more information, call 636-

946-2656. 

 

Church Picnic – June 13th SAVE THE DATE – The first 

picnic committee meeting was held February 16th.  The next 

meeting is set for May 4th.  *Prices for the meals will remain the 

same - $8 for adults & $3 for kids under 6 yrs.  *There will be 

new and fun activities for the kids.  *The Silent Auction and 

Homemade ice cream are always great attractions.  Please 

support the Silent Auction by getting donations for it.  There 

will be letters at the back of the Church that can be given to 

businesses to verify what they are donating to.  *Our give-away 

drawing will be really exciting with completely new prizes: 

 - 1st prize – half a beef 

 -2nd prize – half a beef 

 -3rd prize – half a hog 

 -4th prize – half a hog 

Contact persons with tickets to sell are Bob Saak – Saturday 

evening services and Susan Hoemann at Sunday services. 

 

The Mulhearn Family will be with us to provide music and 

entertainment again this year.  They are coming from Tennessee 

to be able to do this.  More picnic information will follow in the 

coming weeks. – Thanks to all for your support!!! 

 

Klawitter Ordination – Rev. John Wahlrabe, Th.D. Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod Third Vice President, a former Chaplain 

and Navy Captain will ordain Brandt Klawitter at Trinity 

Lutheran Church, New Haven this evening at 7:00 PM.  Brandt 
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Klawitter was baptized at Immanuel Lutheran Church, in 

Washington and confirmed at Trinity Lutheran Church in New 

Haven.  Brandt is a graduate of St. Paul’s High School, 

Concordia, Mo., Concordia University, Seward Nebraska, and 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  He received a Master of Sacred 

Theology degree from the St. Louis Seminary in 2009 and has 

been an honors student all through high school, college, and 

seminary.  He was the scholar-athlete of his high school class 

and co-valedictorian.  He graduated from college in three years.  

He has won numerous athletic, academic, and music awards.  He 

received a scholarship to study at a seminary in Oberursel, 

Germany and then at the Goethe Institutes in Bremen and 

Goettingen.  During his college years he worked summers as a 

tour guide in Wittenberg, Germany.  He served one year as vicar 

in Gross Oessingen, Germany.  While in Europe, he participated 

in tri-athlons and marathons, visited several nations, including 

Turkey and Israel.  Last summer he visited South Africa and 

Botswana in Africa.  After his ordination he will serve as a 

chaplain overseas.  He has accepted a call from the Ministry to 

the Armed Forces, Board for Mission Services of The Lutheran 

Church – Missouri Synod.  Clergy from the LCMS’s Missouri 

District’s Washington Circuit and other clergy will participate in 

the service of ordination.  Pastor James Dahlke of Concordia, 

Missouri will preach the sermon.   

There will be a supper at 5:30 PM and a reception following the 

service at Trinity Lutheran Church in New Haven. 

Brandt Klawitter was recently here at Ebenezer conducting 

our service when Pastor Zastrow was in Minnesota. 

 

 A Journey to the Cross will be presented by members of 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Hermann, Mo. on 
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Saturday, March 27th at 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM.  You will be 

walking through the life of Christ in the week preceding his 

death and resurrection as portrayed by costumed actors in 

scenes depicting the events.  The walk will be about 30 

minutes in duration.  Please see the poster on the bulletin 

board for more information. 

 

There are several items on the table near the entrance –  

 pages of pictures for your Church directory 

 Newsletters from Robin McCoy and the Rodewalds 

 Copies of Camp Trinity Times from Camp Trinity at 

New Haven 

Also please check out the information on the bulletin 

board!! 

 

Ebenezer Lutheran Website.  Many new things have been 

added on our website.  You can see the latest mission news 

from Cindy and Mike Rodewald in Africa and Robin 

McCoy’s adventures in Thailand.   

 

Under ―About Ebenezer‖ pastor has added an article titled, 

―Basic Christianity,‖ with many Bible references that gives 

the basis of our Christian faith.  Also under this section the 

evangelism committee will have a brief history of Ebenezer 

Lutheran Church.  It was well written and gives a short 

explanation of our founding.   

 

Also the jokes, funny stories, and videos under the ―Grin and 

Share It‖ are updated fairly frequently and is intended to 

lighten your day with amusement. 
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As usual, the weekly services are available for download as 

well as the Sunday morning Bible Class, and a written text of 

Pastor’s sermon.  If you lost your bulletin or newsletter during 

the week, you can always download them on our website.  

Our website is ebenezerluthranchurch.wordpress.com. 

 

Kieschnick returns from Haiti, shares experience:  LCMS 

President Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick, just home from a trip to 

Haiti, shares what he experienced in the capital city of Port-

au-Prince. Please go to our website to hear about his 

experiences.  This is about a five minute video.   

 

This past week Lutheran schools throughout the United 

States are prepared for National Lutheran Schools Week, a 

time to celebrate Lutheran education and to educate 

communities about Lutheran schools and what they do. This 

year, the week was observed March with the theme: 

―Securing Each Child's Future—For a Life of Service,'' which 

is based on 1 Cor. 12:5. We give thanks to the Lord for the 

Immanuel Lutheran Churches in Washington and Rosebud for 

providing Lutheran education for our communities.   

 

We give thanks for the ministry of Ruth Marschal our organist 

and her many years of service and dedication to Christian 

education at Immanuel Washington and Margaret Zastrow, 

although retired from full time teaching continues to assist in 

the ministry at Immanuel Washington. 

 

―National Lutheran Schools Week is an opportunity for 

Lutheran schools to celebrate their unique ministry to children 

and families they serve,'' said William Cochran, interim 
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executive director of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

(LCMS) District and Congregational Services, the office that 

oversees school ministry for the LCMS.  ―It is also an 

opportunity to share that message with the community in 

which the school is located.  Lutheran schools are Christ-

centered, academically strong, and respectfully operated!‖ 

 

LCMS congregations operate the largest Protestant parochial 

school system in America.  A recent report for the 2009-2010 

school year showed the LCMS has 2,444 total schools with an 

enrollment of 255,176 students in grades pre-school through 

12th grade.  The average Lutheran elementary school has 114 

students and the average high school, 187 students. 

 

 
 

 

 



11 

Those Serving Today 
 

Organist Saturday – Esther Voelker 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Choir – “The Old Rugged Cross” 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Lawrence Pelster & Wilbert 

Baumann 

Altar Guild – Denise and Kate Walkenhorst 

Acolytes scheduled to serve – Todd Hellmann, Joseph 

Kassebaum and Paul Kassebaum 

Our measure of love in giving at worship:  Weekly 

envelopes $1,288.00; Plate $38.25; Sunday School $25.25; 

Lutheran Witness $15.00;  Total $1,366.50  Attendance 

Saturday – 14; Sunday – 77.  Sunday School attendance – 

13 Children; 17 Adults. 

Lenten worship - $195.00.  Attendance morning worship – 

13; evening worship – 38. 

 

This Week at Ebenezer  

Tuesday – High School Confirmation 7:00 PM 

Wednesday – Lenten Worship 10 AM & 7:30 PM 

                        Confirmation 6:30 PM 

                        Choir practice after evening worship 

Thursday – Education/Sunday School Teachers 7:00 PM 

Saturday – Worship 5:00 PM 
 

 


