
When Scripture is Silent



Goal
That we may realize that there are no 
hard and fast rules of worship forms.



Desired Outcomes

By the power of the Holy Spirit and  through His 
of the Word of God, we will –

1. Know that, by Christ’s death and resurrection, 
He has freed us from the Law’s demands.
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Desired Outcomes

1. Know that, by Christ’s death and 
resurrection, He has freed us from the Law’s 
demands.

2. Thankfully live in Christian freedom while 
being considerate of those who are weak in 
the faith.

3. Allow others to live in Christian freedom. 



Prayer

Let no one among us be selfish or forget others 
in Your presence.  Having discarded all hatred, 
envy, and discord, let us love one another as 
true and devout children of God, that united 
may say, not My Father,” but “Our Father.”  
Amen.



Adiaphora -“indifferent things.” 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church was at a turning point. 
They had outgrown their building and had to do 
something. Should they seek a way to expand 
their sanctuary or should they build a new one? 
The congregation was divided. They decided that 
they would search the Scriptures to see what God 
wanted them to do. Both sides tried to quote 
Bible verses to support their position, but 
observers were quick to note that the verses 
really didn’t fit this situation. They finally came to 
the conclusion that no Bible verse would give 
them a direct answer.



Adiaphora -“indifferent things.” 

Now what should they do? 



Adiaphora -“indifferent things.” 

How many questions do churches face that 
aren’t directly addressed by Scripture? Give 
some examples. 



Adiaphora -“indifferent things.” 
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Adiaphora -“indifferent things.” 

Do Christians ever ignore the counsel of God’s 
Word when making decisions? Why is this 
dangerous? 



God’s Will 

2 Timothy 3:15–17

and how from infancy you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.



God’s Will 

How are Christians to determine the will of 
God? What should we do when we learn His 
will?

Matthew 15:8–9 " 'These people honor me with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
 They worship me in vain;  their teachings 
are but rules taught by men.’”



God’s Will 

Are we bound to follow everything found in 
Scripture?



God’s Will 

Romans 8:1–4 Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit 
of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 
For what the law was powerless to do in that it 
was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man 
to be a sin offering.  And so he condemned sin in 
sinful man, in order that the righteous 
requirements of the law might be fully met in us, 
who do not live according to the sinful nature but 
according to the Spirit.



God’s Will 

Galatians 5:1   It is for freedom that Christ has 
set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of 
slavery.



God’s Will 

When God’s Word is silent about an issue (that 
is, it neither commands nor forbids us to do 
something), what is the Christian to do?



God’s Will 

Romans 14:13–23  Therefore let us stop passing 
judgment on one another. Instead, make up 
your mind not to put any stumbling block or 
obstacle in your brother's way. As one who is 
in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no 
food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards 
something as unclean, then for him it is 
unclean.  If your brother is distressed because 
of what you eat, you are no longer acting in 
love. 



God’s Will 

Romans 14:13–23  Do not by your eating 
destroy your brother for whom Christ died. Do 
not allow what you consider good to be 
spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is 
not a matter of eating and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit, 18because anyone who serves Christ in 
this way is pleasing to God and approved by 
men.



God’s Will 

Romans 14:13–23  Let us therefore make every 
effort to do what leads to peace and to 
mutual edification. Do not destroy the work of 
God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but 
it is wrong for a man to eat anything that 
causes someone else to stumble. It is better 
not to eat meat or drink wine or to do 
anything else that will cause your brother to 
fall.



God’s Will 

Romans 14:13–23  So whatever you 
believe about these things keep 
between yourself and God. Blessed is 
the man who does not condemn 
himself by what he approves. 23But 
the man who has doubts is 
condemned if he eats, because his 
eating is not from faith; and 
everything that does not come from 
faith is sin.



God’s Will 

When addressing issues on which Scripture is 
silent, we are bound to encounter differences 
of opinion.

How are we to deal with those who are not 
convinced that a certain behavior is 
legitimate?



God’s Will 

1 Corinthians 8:9 Be careful, however, that the 
exercise of your freedom does not become a 
stumbling block to the weak.



God’s Will 

Christians need to take care that they not become a 
stumbling block to the weak in faith. There is 
another danger in adiaphora, however. Those 
who are not truly weak in faith may try to bind 
other Christians to their own practice, and so rob 
them of the freedom of the Gospel. St. Paul 
encountered this situation regarding the issue of 
circumcision. Some Christians were insist- ing 
that all Christian men be circumcised even 
though the Bible does not require this.



God’s Will 

Galatians 2:3–5 Yet not even Titus, who was 
with me, was compelled to be circumcised, 
even though he was a Greek. This matter 
arose because some false brothers had 
infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we 
have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. We 
did not give in to them for a moment, so that 
the truth of the gospel might remain with you.



God’s Will 

Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set 
us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of 
slavery.



God’s Will 

The Lutheran Confessions deal extensively with 
the question of adiaphora.



God’s Will 

Article XV: Of Ecclesiastical Usages. (Augsburg) 

Of Usages in the Church they teach that those 
ought to be observed which may be observed 
without sin, and which are profitable unto 
tranquillity and good order in the Church, as 
particular holy days, festivals, and the like.



God’s Will 

Article XV: Of Ecclesiastical Usages. (Augsburg) 

Nevertheless, concerning such things men are 
admonished that consciences are not to be 
burdened, as though such observance was 
necessary to salvation. 
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Other application of adiaphora may be seen in 
cases where no one seems to be in a position 
of taking offense.



God’s Will 

Other application of adiaphora may be seen in 
cases where no one seems to be in a position 
of taking offense.

1 Corinthians 14:40 But everything should be 
done in a fitting and orderly way.



God’s Will 

Another danger of adiaphora is that we begin to 
think that our human rites or customs, are 
good works that earn us something before 
God.



God’s Will 

1 Timothy 4:1–5 The Spirit clearly says that in later times 
some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving 
spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings 
come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences 
have been seared as with a hot iron. They forbid 
people to marry and order them to abstain from 
certain foods, which God created to be received with 
thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the 
truth. For everything God created is good, and nothing 
is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 
because it is consecrated by the word of God and 
prayer.



God’s Will 

What does Ephesians 2:8 tell us about relying on 

human works? 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God—”



The Bible and Tradition

Issues of adiaphora, and therefore tensions, 
often arise as we are considering the 
traditions of a church. At times like this, we 
might be prone to point out that another 
person’s viewpoint is just tradition, so we can 
get rid of it. How many useful or cherished 
things that you do are part of the traditions of 
your church? What are the benefits of these 
traditions? Are there any dangers to their 
observance? 



The Bible and Tradition

The topic of adiaphora may make us 
uncomfortable. Two extreme reactions to 
these issues lead to problems. 

1.Legalism seeks to find a rule for everything. If 
Scripture doesn’t speak, legalism fills in the 
blanks with regulations.



The Bible and Tradition

The topic of adiaphora may make us 
uncomfortable. Two extreme reactions to 
these issues lead to problems. 

1.Legalism seeks to find a rule for everything. If 
Scripture doesn’t speak, legalism fills in the 
blanks with regulations.

2.Antinomianism—a rejection of God’s Law, and 
an irresponsible, chaotic use of freedom.



The Bible and Tradition

Legalism and antinomianism

1.How do both of these fall short of God’s plan? 

2.Are you ever tempted to fall into either of 
these abuses? 



The Bible and Tradition

Freedom in adiaphora means that we do not all 
have to do things the same way. An individual 
congregation may choose to do a variety of 
things (on which Scripture is silent) that are 
different from other congregations. There may 
be significant advantages to be found, 
however, when churches choose to work 
together. What advantages might come from 
Christians voluntarily conforming to human 
standards? 



Traditions and You 

Spend some time thinking about the traditions 
that are part of your own Christian life. What 
has been the most meaningful or helpful? Is 
there anything that you would reconsider in 
the light of God’s Word?



Traditions and You 

While these principles on dealing with 
adiaphora seem simple, they can be a 
challenge to apply. Consider your Christian 
freedom. Rejoice that Christ frees you from 
the Law’s demands. How can you use your 
freedom in a way that is edifying and helpful 
to you and to other people? 



God of Mercy, God of Grace

1. God of mercy, God of grace,

Show the brightness of Thy face;

Shine upon us, Savior, shine,

Fill Thy church with light divine,

And Thy saving health extend

Unto earth's remotest end.



God of Mercy, God of Grace
2. Let the people praise Thee, Lord!

Be by all that live adored;

Let the nations shout and sing

Glory to their Savior King,

At Thy feet their tribute pay,

And Thy holy will obey.



God of Mercy, God of Grace
3. Let the people praise Thee, Lord!

Earth shall then her fruits afford,

God to man His blessing give,

Man to God devoted live;

All below and all above

One in joy and light and love.


