
Sermon for the Fifth Sunday 
of the Epiphany 

 

 

 
 

Worship? What’s in It for 
Me? 

 
Imagine that after this worship service someone asks you, “How was church 

today?”  This is by the person who stayed home.  You know what may well 

be the question behind the question: 

 

“Worship? What’s in It for Me?”  Why did you go in the first place?  Was it 

really worth it? 

 

Bad question.   First, is worship for God or for me? Second, consider the 

trouble in Corinth. Worshipers, speaking tongues, failed to build up the 

others. 

  

Jesus comes in worship, giving to me himself. So, live for him! 

1 Corinthians 14:12, 20  

 12So it is with you. Since you are eager to 

have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that 

build up the church. 20 Brothers, stop 
thinking like children. In regard to evil be 
infants, but in your thinking be adults. 

 



In Corinth, worshippers speaking in tongues had failed to edify the others 

present. They were getting something out of it, but no one could understand 

what they were saying.  It sounded quite selfish.  Worship was about them.  

This may not be the pressing problem in this congregation. But this passage 

from St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians can point us to the never-changing 

goal of worship. In the Divine Service that we are celebrating today, Jesus 

serves us with his Word and Sacrament, his Means of Grace to us the 

worshipper. 

  

That’s worship.  God is coming to us in worship. It is not about us coming to 

God just to give him praise.  In our worship we receive His grace of 

forgiveness, life and salvation.  Today’s worship is “God’s service.” Jesus, 

our God, in worship serves us. 

 

God serves us, pressing on our hearts his Word of forgiveness, earned when 

Jesus served us by dying for us. The words of holy forgiveness I declared to 

you are not just my words but the words of God himself declares to you on 

account of His Son, Jesus Christ who paid for your sins in full on the cross.  

 

God serves us, giving us new birth in Baptism.  From the start of the service 

we make our beginning in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The 

same way we entered in our Christian life with the power of the Word and 

water of Holy Baptism.  God comes to us with His power and we stand 

before Him in true presence in His Word. 

 

God serves us, feeding our faith with his own body and blood. God serves 

us, loving us. The supper on the night Jesus was betrayed, the day before the 

cross, He instituted this supper to strengthen his disciples.  He strengthens us 

in the bodily eating of Bread and Wine which His true body and blood is 

present.  The same meal with the same blessings to disciples is for us as 

well.  God serves us, setting us free to love him, setting us free to serve the 

ones he has given to us. 

 

Is worship for God, or for me? In every other religion, the worshipers gather 

to serve their gods. It is about what they do to please their false god.  It is 

about their experience, their emotional feelings.  It is about what they must 

do to get right with a false god.  It is like trying to climb back on to the 

diving board once you jumped off.  It just can be done. 

 

In Christian worship, the true God has gathered us so that He can serve us!  



He knows our frame and remembers that we are but dust.  Without Christ we 

are nothing. We are the ones that are beaten up with the past week of 

unemployment, sickness, troubles in family life, war, and economic 

problems at home.  We come to worship to receive the gifts of God.  

 

“What’s in worship for me?” Good question! Jesus comes to serve us in 

worship. 

 

In worship, Jesus comes to us, giving to us his Good News (nurture) for 

sharing (outreach) and his love (fellowship) for caring (service). Christ’s 

Body, the Church, lives by these five functions:  

 

1. Worship (Jesus comes to us),  

2. Nurture (his Word for us),  

3. Outreach (his Word for all),  

4. Fellowship (his deeds among us),   

5. Service (his deeds for others).  

 

In Christ’s Body, worship is life’s beating heart. 

 

Our lives are lives of worship. “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 

mercies of God,” his mercies given to us in worship, “to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship” (Rom 12:1). 

 

Jesus comes in worship.  He gives us His blessings of life forgiveness, 

salvation and peace to us, His holy family. 

 

So, build one another up! 

 

Today, in this worship, Jesus comes to give each one of you himself. He 

makes himself your brother/sister. He brings you, forgiven by his death on 

the cross, to his Father. By His grace you stand before God, himself just as 

Moses stood before God at Mt. Sinai, covered in Christ blood so we won’t 

be killed.  Today we see God in and live!  He sends you to serve with his 

own strong Holy Spirit and his promise to never leave you and equip you 

with every good work. 

 

Now take a look at one another, each of you here worshiping. As surely as 

Jesus comes to give to you himself, today Jesus comes to give us to one 



another. Your brother Jesus says, “These are your brothers and sisters. 

You are newborn to one heavenly Father. So my Spirit has given you 

gifts to build one another up, today to share my love on earth.” 

 

“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” 
(12:7). “All these [our spiritual gifts, as well as our talents, and godly 

passions] are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to 

each one individually as he wills” (12:11). 

 
Our lives are lives of worship. By the Spirit, gifted with the grace and gifts 

that we received this day in our worship, let us “strive to excel in building 

up the church” (v 12). 

 
Let us be “eager for manifestations of the Spirit” (v 12) that God gave to 

his people in Corinth. We can pray (v 13) for fresh outpourings of the Spirit. 

The Spirit gives us his gifts, ordinary and extraordinary alike, just as he best 

desires (12:11). 

 


