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Hymn “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” LW 366 

  

Pastor: Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful 

and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially 

directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept 

as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble 

repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently 

on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake 

of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, 
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might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may 

come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in 

sincerity and truth. 

 

THE LITANY page 279 (sung) 

  

Silence for Reflection 

  

Imposition of Ashes   

  

Confession and Absolution 

 

Congregation:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a 

poor, miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended you and 

justly deserved your punishment now and forever.  But 

I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

 

Pastor:  Upon this your confession, I, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  



Psalm 51:1–13 

Pastor:  Have mercy on me, O God,  

             according to your unfailing love;  

             according to your great compassion  

             blot out my transgressions. 

People:  Wash away all my iniquity  

               and cleanse me from my sin. 
Pastor: For I know my transgressions,  

            and my sin is always before me. 

People:  Against you, you only, have I sinned  

               and done what is evil in your sight,  

so that you are proved right when you                           

speak and justified when you judge. 
Pastor:  Surely I was sinful at birth,  

             sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

People: Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;  

             you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 
Pastor: Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

            wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

People: Let me hear joy and gladness;   

              let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
Pastor: Hide your face from my sins  

            and blot out all my iniquity. 

People: Create in me a pure heart, O God,  

             and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Pastor:  Do not cast me from your presence 

              or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

People: Restore to me the joy of your salvation  

              and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
Pastor:  Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  



      And sinners will turn back to you. 

PEOPLE: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

Kyrie (spoken) 

People: Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy 

upon us, Lord have mercy upon us.   

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

Pastor – The Lord be with you.   

People:  And with Thy spirit. 

 

Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, you despise nothing you 

have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us 

new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging 

our wretchedness we may receive from you full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Cong.  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading: Joel 2:12–19 (Return to me with 

all your heart. Rend your hearts and not your garments.) 

  

Epistle Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 – (Be 

reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.) 

 



Gradual 

 

People:   Oh, come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 

  The author and perfector of our faith 

Who for the joy set before him endured the 

cross, scorning its shame, 

And sat down at the righ hand of the throne of 

God. 

Announcement of the Gospel 

 

Cong:   Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 (Where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.) 

 

Cong:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

    

Hymn of the Day: “Let us Ever Walk with Jesus” LW 381 

 

Sermon  “Life Together” 1 Peter 2:20-25 

 

THE DIVINE WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 166 

  

Distribution Hymn: 

 “My Song is Love Unknown” LW 91 

 

Closing Hymn  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”  LW 97  


