


The Way of the Church 



Goal

By serving us through worship, God 
calls us to live as the body of 
Christ.



OUTCOMES 

1. Examine the many ways that 
God serves us in worship.
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OUTCOMES 

1. Examine the many ways that God 
serves us in worship.

2. Respond to God’s gracious gifts as 
we worship Him.

3. Recognize God’s call to us to live 
as part of the body of Christ, the 
Church. 



PRAYER 

O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and 
comforter, as we come together to 
worship You in spirit and in truth, we 
humbly pray that You would open our 
hearts to the preaching of Your Word 
so that we may repent of our sins, 
believe in Jesus Christi as our only 
Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness.  Amen.



CATECHISM

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen.



St. Augustine

Is it then the walls that make 
Christians? 



FOCUS

A pastor stopped to visit one of his members who 
hadn’t come to worship in several months. “We’ve 
missed you, Bert. Is anything wrong? Can we help 
you with anything?” “No, Pastor, nothing’s really 
wrong. I’ve just been busy. A lot of important 
business demanded my attention, and I haven’t had 
much time for church. But it’s made me wonder, 
Pastor, do we really need to go to church? I believe 
that God is everywhere. Can’t God bless me here just 
as easily as He can at church?”  



FOCUS

Is Harold right? Can God bless us 
anywhere—even if we’re not 
within the walls of the church?



FOCUS

If God is with us everywhere, and 
will bless us, why does He want 
us to worship together? 



Connected by Christ

When Christians gather together for worship, we 
experience a number of relationships. We are 
connected to the people we join for worship. 
We are brought into the presence of God 
“with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven” (Hebrews 12:22–24). In 
our study today, we explore the nature of 
these relationships in worship. 



Hebrews 12:22–24

22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly 
Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come 
to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 
assembly, 23to the church of the firstborn, whose 
names are written in heaven. You have come to 
God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous 
men made perfect, 24to Jesus the mediator of a 
new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.



Connect by Christ

Different Christian churches use various 
terms to refer to worship services. For 
Lutherans, a common term is “Divine 
Service.” When you think about it, this 
term can seem vague. Who is serving 
whom in worship?



Connect by Christ

Is worship the acts of humans serving God 
or is it God serving humans? Does God 
need our worship?



Connect by Christ

Look at this list of elements that are often 
present in Christian worship. Which ones 
show God serving or giving to humans? 
In which ones do humans respond to 
God by serving or giving back to Him? 



Time to worship 

Exodus 20:8–11  8 "Remember the Sabbath 
day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you 
shall labor and do all your work, 10 but 
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD 
your God. On it you shall not do any 
work, neither you, nor your son or 
daughter, nor your manservant or 
maidservant, nor your animals, nor the



Time to worship 

Exodus 20:8–11  alien within your gates. 11 
For in six days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, but he rested on the 
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed 
the Sabbath day and made it holy.



Time to worship

Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week we 
came together to break bread. Paul 
spoke to the people and, because he 
intended to leave the next day, kept on 
talking until midnight.



Confession of sins 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.



Absolution (forgiveness) of sins

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.



Praise

Psalm 9:1–2 

1 I will praise you, O LORD, with all my 
heart; 

I will tell of all your wonders.

2 I will be glad and rejoice in you; 

I will sing praise to your name, O Most 
High.



Praise

Psalm 100: 4 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise; 

give thanks to him and praise his name



Praise

Revelation 5:12

In a loud voice they sang: 

"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and strength 

and honor and glory and praise!"



The Word of God

2 Timothy 3:14–17

14But as for you, continue in what you 
have learned and have become 
convinced of, because you know those 
from whom you learned it, 15and how 
from infancy you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ



The Word of God

2 Timothy 3:14–17

Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 
17so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.



Offerings

Psalm 116:12–14, 17–19

12 How can I repay the LORD 

for all his goodness to me?

13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the LORD.

14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people.



Offerings

Psalm 116:12–14, 17–19

17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you 

and call on the name of the LORD.

18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people,

19 in the courts of the house of the LORD 
in your midst, O Jerusalem.  



Baptism

Acts 2:38

Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.



Baptism

1 Peter 3:21

and this water symbolizes baptism that 
now saves you also—not the removal of 
dirt from the body but the pledge of a 
good conscience toward God. It saves 
you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,



The Lord’s Supper

1 Corinthians 11:23–26

23 For I received from the Lord what I also 
passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the 
night he was betrayed, took bread, 
24and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, "This is my body, which 
is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me."



The Lord’s Supper

1 Corinthians 11:23–26

25In the same way, after supper he took 
the cup, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
26For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes.



Prayer

Matthew 7:7–8

7"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. 8For everyone who asks 
receives; he who seeks finds; and to him 
who knocks, the door will be opened.



Benediction 

Numbers 6:24

"The LORD bless you 

and keep you;”



Connected by Christ 

Analyzing all of these elements of worship, 
who is really the servant in worship?



Connected by Christ 

Our relationship to God is part of worship. 
As we worship, however, He has also 

brought us together with other people. 
What motivation do you see for this 
corporate worship in 

1 Corinthians 12:12–14? 



Connected by Christ 

1 Corinthians 12:12–14

12The body is a unit, though it is made up 
of many parts; and though all its parts 
are many, they form one body. So it is 
with Christ. 13For we were all baptized 
by one Spirit into one body—whether 
Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we 
were all given the one Spirit to drink.



Connected by Christ 

1 Corinthians 12:12–14

14Now the body is not made up of one 
part but of many



Connected by Christ 

What additional reason for worship 
together do you see in Hebrews 10:25?



Connected by Christ 

Hebrews 10:25

Let us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.



Connected by Christ 

In the Smalcald Articles, Martin Luther 
writes that God gives His Gospel to us in 
many ways including the Word, Baptism, 
the Sacrament of the Altar, through the 
Power of the Keys (Absolution), “and also 
through the mutual conversation and 
consolation of brethren.” (III:4). 



Connected by Christ 

What do you think he means by this? How 
is this a powerful argument for 
worshiping together? 



Challenges and Blessings 

In worship God gives His gifts to us, but we often 
describe worship as our work. Why 

do you think we are so eager to take the credit 
for worship? 



Challenges and Blessings 

Psalm 116:12 asks “How can I repay the LORD 
for all His goodness to me?” Can we really give 
God anything to thank Him for His mercy? 
Does He need us?



Challenges and Blessings 

Read Psalm 116:12–14 to see how the psalmist 
answers this question. 



Challenges and Blessings 

Psalm 116:12–14, 17–19

12 How can I repay the LORD 

for all his goodness to me?

13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the LORD.

14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people.



Challenges and Blessings 

God calls us together to be His church. Since the 
church is made up of redeemed sinners, there 
will be both challenges and blessings when we 
come together to worship. Discuss these 
challenges and blessings. Is our corporate 
worship worth the effort? 



The Body of Christ

Read the first three paragraphs of the 
introduction to Lutheran Worship on page 6. 
What is the “rhythm of our worship” 
described by the writer? 



The Body of Christ

Our Lord speaks and we listen.  His Word 
bestows what it says.  Faith that is born from 
what is heard acknowledges the gifts received 
with eager thankfulness and praise.  Music is 
drawn into this thankfulness and praise, 
enlarging and elevating the adoration of our 
gracious giver God.



The Body of Christ

Saying back to Him what He has said to us, we 
repeat what is most true and sure.  Most true 
and sure is His name, which he put upon us 
with the water of our Baptism.  We are His.  
This we acknowledge at the the beginning of 
of the Divine Service.  Where His name is, 
there is He.  Before Him we acknowledge that 
we are sinners, and we plead for forgiveness.  
His forgiveness is given us, and we, freed and  



The Body of Christ

Forgiven, acclaim Him as our great and gracious 
God as we apply to yourselves the words He 
has used to make Himself known to us.

The rhythm of our worship is from Him to us, 
and then from us back to Him.  He give His 
gifts, and together we receive and extol them.  
We build one another up as we speak to one 



The Body of Christ

another is psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.  
Our Lord give us His body to eat and blood to 
drink.   Finally His blessing moves us out into 
our calling, where His gifts have their fruition.  
How best to do this we may learn from His 
Word and from the way His Word as prompted 
His worship through the centuries.  We are 
heirs of an astonishingly rich tradition.  Each 
generation receives from those who went 



The Body of Christ

before and, in making that tradition of the 
Divine Service its own, adds what best may 
serve in its own day – the living heritage and 
something new.



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 

the King of creation!

O my soul, praise him, 

for he is your health and salvation!

Let all who hear

Now to his temple draw near,

Joining in glad adoration!



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise to the Lord, who over all 

Things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, 

uplifting, sustaining.

Have you not seen

All that is needful has been

Sent by his gracious ordaining?


