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Part I - The God We Worship



GOAL
That we might appreciate and 

understand Lutheran Worship



OUTCOMES

By the power of the Holy Spirit working through 
God’s Word we will:

1. See that only the triune God is worthy of 
our worship and praise.
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OUTCOMES
By the power of the Holy Spirit working through 

God’s Word we will:

1. See that only the triune God is worthy of    
our worship and praise.

2. Believe that we have access to God because 

we have been redeemed by Jesus Christ.

3. Respond to God’s gracious gifts in worship. 



PRAYER
Heavenly Father, God of all grace, waken our 

hearts that we may never forget Your 
blessings but steadfastly thank and praise You 
for all Your  goodness, that we may live in Your 
fear until with all Your saints we praise you 
eternally in Your heavenly kingdom;  through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



CATECHISM

First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean?  We should fear, love and 
trust in God above all things.



The God We Worship 

Surely my heart cannot truly rest, 
nor be entirely contented, unless 

it rest in Thee. 

Thomas a Kempis 



The God We Worship 

What first comes to mind when 
you think of worship? 
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The God We Worship 

A. Church service, a prayer, a sermon, or a 
song?

B. Perhaps you think of a certain building?

C. Worship forms or styles comes to mind?



The God We Worship 

Chances are that your first reaction is on 
something that we do or are involved in 
when we worship. 



The God We Worship 

Worship needs to be 
focused on God and His 
Word.



Why Worship? 
Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, 

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

worship the LORD in the splendor of his [a] holiness.

3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.

4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
the voice of the LORD is majestic.



Why Worship? 

Psalm 29
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 

the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

Sirion like a young wild ox.

7 The voice of the LORD strikes 

with flashes of lightning.

8 The voice of the LORD shakes the desert; 

the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.



Why Worship? 

Psalm 29
9 The voice of the LORD twists the oaks 

and strips the forests bare. 

And in his temple all cry, "Glory!"

10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

the LORD is enthroned as King forever.

11 The LORD gives strength to his people; 

the LORD blesses his people with peace.



Why Worship? 

Psalm 145:3  

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 

his greatness no one can fathom.



Why Worship? 

Revelation 5:12  

In a loud voice they sang: 

"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise!".



Why Worship? 

According to these verses, 
why should 

we worship God? 



Why Worship? 

Exodus 20:8 "Remember the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy.”



Why Worship? 

Hebrews 10:25  

Let us not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.



Why Worship? 

What reasons for worship do these passages 

provide? 



Why Worship? 

In the Small Catechism, Martin Luther wrote 
that the third commandment means, “We 

should fear and love God so that we do not 
despise preaching and His Word, but hold it 
sacred and gladly hear and learn it.” How 
does this help to focus our understanding of 
the commandment? 



Why Worship? 

Worship isn’t simply a set of activities to do or 
words to speak. Worship needs an object. 



Why Worship? 

We are to worship God. In the explanation to the 
first commandment in The Large Catechism, 

Luther writes, “A god means that from which we 
are to expect all good and to which we are to 

take refuge in all distress, so that to have [the 
One] God is nothing else than to trust and 
believe Him from the whole heart.” According to 
this definition, what is your god? Is there anyone 
who doesn’t have a god? 



Why Worship? 

If we are to worship the true God, we must 
know who He is. 
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Deuteronomy 6:4 The LORD our God is one 
LORD; or The LORD is our God, the LORD is 
one ; or The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit,
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Deuteronomy 6:4 The LORD our God is one LORD; 
or The LORD is our God, the LORD is one ; or The 
LORD is our God, the LORD alone.
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How do these passages show us about the nature 
of the true God? 
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There are many people in our world who deny 
the doctrine of the Trinity, and yet still claim 
to worship God. What does Jesus say about 
this in John 14:6? How does 1 Corinthians 
12:3 also expand our understanding? 
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Why Worship? 

There are many people in our world who deny 
the doctrine of the Trinity, and yet still claim 
to worship God. What does Jesus say about 
this in John 14:6? How does 1 Corinthians 
12:3 also expand our understanding?

I Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I tell you that no 
one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 
"Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus 
is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. 
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The triune God is worthy of our worship. Does 
anything or anyone else deserve or rightly 
receive our worship? See Isaiah 42:8 and 
Revelation 22:8–9. 

Isaiah 42:8 "I am the LORD; that is my name! 

I will not give my glory to another 

or my praise to idols.”



Why Worship? 
The triune God is worthy of our worship. Does anything or anyone else 

deserve or rightly receive our worship? See Isaiah 42:8 and Revelation 
22:8–9. 

Revelation 22:8-9 I, John, am the one who heard and 
saw these things. And when I had heard and seen 
them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel 
who had been showing them to me. 9But he said 
to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you 
and with your brothers the prophets and of all who 
keep the words of this book. Worship God!"



True Worship

We have looked at a number of different things 
necessary for true worship.  If these things are 
necessary for true worship, have we ever 
engaged in false worship? If so, how should 
we respond?



True Worship

In the Athanasian Creed we confess, “the 
catholic [i.e. universal] faith is this, that we 
worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
Unity.” Notice that the Creed doesn’t just say 
we believe in the Trinity, but that we worship 
the Trinity. How does this help us understand 
the nature of worship? 



True Worship

What things particularly move you to 

worship? 



One Triune God

Read Exodus 20:1–8, which is commonly known 
as the first table of the Law. What common 
element do you see in each of the 
commandments and their place in the 
Commandments? How does Jesus summarize 
them in Matthew 22:37? 



Exodus 20:1–8

1 And God spoke all these words:

2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

3 "You shall have no other gods before me.



Exodus 20:1–8

4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the 
form of anything in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You 
shall not bow down to them or worship them; 
for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation of 
those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a 
thousand {generations} of those who love me 
and keep my commandments.



Exodus 20:1–8

7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD 
your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name.

8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it 
holy.”



Matthew 22:37

Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’”



One Triune God

Reflect carefully on the liturgy and music used at 
church. What affirmations do you note that 
the Holy Trinity is the true God?



Next Week

The People who Worship God!



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,  the King of 
creation! O my soul, praise him,  for he is 
your health and salvation! Let all who 
hear Now to his temple draw near, Joining in 
glad adoration!



Praise to the Lord, who over all  Things is 
wondrously reigning  And, as on wings of an 
eagle,  uplifting, sustaining. Have you not 
seen All that is needful has been Sent by his 
gracious ordaining?



Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all That is in me 
adore him! All that has life and breath, 
 Come now with praises before him! Let the 
amen Sound from his people again. Gladly 
forever adore him!


