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CHRISTMAS EVE – CANDLELIGHT  

Christmas Presence 

December 24, 2009 

 

AS WE GATHER: Christmas Eve—it’s finally here. After all 

the preparation, the hurry, and the scurry, whether the shopping 

is done or the stockings are hung, Christmas is here. And it’s 

time for—presents! 

Are they waiting under the tree? Maybe more, maybe fewer. 

Maybe what you want, maybe what you need. Is this what we’re 

waiting for? 

What if we didn’t get any presents this year? Would it still be 

Christmas? Of course we’d all say yes, right? After all, our gift-

giving and gift-receiving are only signs and symbols of the real 

meaning of Christmas. But Christmas without presents? We’d 

probably be a bit less than honest if we didn’t admit that we’d be 

a little disappointed to find no presents at all under the tree, in 
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spite of the fact that for many people in our world, even one 

present would be special indeed. 

Yes, Christmas means presents, to be sure, but the true presence 

we receive—and the presence we’ve come here this day to 

celebrate—is not the plural presents but is indeed quite singular: 

Oh, it is a present, all right, a gift from God himself of himself: 

Christmas means God’s presence with us, and God’s Gift of His 

Presence Is the Best Gift We Receive.  

 

+ PREPARATION + 

 

OPENING HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LW 60 

  

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Ghost. 

Cong:   Amen.  

  

The Confession of Sins 

 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  Our Help 

is in the name of the Lord. 

 

Cong:  Who made heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

Cong:   And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Cong:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, 

miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities 
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with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved 

your punishment now and forever.  But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you of 

your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful 

being. 

 

Pastor:  Upon this your confession I, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit   

Cong:   Amen. 

  

DUET  “It came Upon the Midnight Clear”    

   

KYRIE 

 

People (Sung):  Lord have Mercy, Christ Have Mercy, Lord 

Have Mercy upon us. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Angel’s We Have Heard on High” LW 

55 

  

COLLECT 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
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O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the 

birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that, as we 

joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure 

confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

+ WORD + 

  

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 7:10-14 (The virgin will be with 

child.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM Psalm 110:1-4 (A Psalm of David)   

 

The LORD sends forth from Zion  

        Your mighty scepter. 

 

The Lord says to my LORD:  

        "Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your  

footstool."  

 

The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter.  

        Rule in the midst of your enemies!  

 

Your people will offer themselves freely  

        on the day of your power, in holy garments; 
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from the womb of the morning,  

        the dew of your youth will be yours.  

 

The LORD has sworn  

        and will not change his mind, 

 

"You are a priest for ever  

        after the order of Melchizedek." 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

        and to the Holy ' Spirit; 

 

as it was in the beginning 

        is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The LORD sends forth from Zion  

        your mighty scepter. 
 

 

EPISTLE 1 John 4:7-16 (God is love.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SOLO “What Child is This?” 

  

GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 (An angel appears to Joseph in a 

dream.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first 

chapter. 
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People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

SERMON HYMN  “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LW 57 

  

SERMON 

  

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed   

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who 

for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 

He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits 

on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again with 

glory to judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall 

have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the 

Prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
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Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERINGS 

 

SOLO – “Away in a Manger” 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYERS  

  
 

+ SACRAMENT + 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with You 

Cong:  And with thy spirit. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

Cong:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.   

Cong:  It is meet and right so to do. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in 



9 

the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 

revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 

Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

  

SANCTUS (Sung)  

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Sabaoth; 

Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory; 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest. 

Blessed is He, Blessed is He, Blessed is He 

That cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, 

for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 

Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life.  In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin 

of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly 

barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in 

Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-

giving tree for all who trust in Him.  We give You thanks for the 

redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink 

of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of 
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forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and 

blood.  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

  

LORD'S PRAYER 

  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you alway! 

Cong:  Amen.  

 

The Agnus Dei (Sung) 

 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us Your peace. Amen. 

  

  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   
 

"Joy to the World" LW 53 

 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” LW 504 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
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O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we have known the 

mysteries of that Light on earth, we may also come to the 

fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

CANDLE LIGHTING 

  

Pastor: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light. Isaiah 9: 2 

People: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. John 1:5 

 

Pastor: Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them 

has light shined. Isaiah 9:2b 

People: We have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father. John 1:14b 

 

Pastor: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given. Isaiah 

9:6 

People: In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
John 1:4 

 

HYMN "Silent Night, Holy Night"   LW 68 

   

BENEDICTION 

  


