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CHRISTMAS DAY 

Christmas Awe! 

December 25, 2009 

 

AS WE GATHER: Peace on earth, goodwill toward men. This 

is the day we’ve been waiting for, the culmination of so much 

attention for so many weeks. And now it’s here; it’s happened. 

God has fulfilled his promise, “Behold, your salvation comes” 

(v 11). Yes, our salvation has come! 

       For us, it’s been four weeks, maybe more, in the shopping 

season. For Mary and Joseph, it was nine months. For God’s 

people Israel, it was hundreds, even thousands of years. But 

Mary delivered. God delivered on his promise. The angels 

proclaimed it: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior” (Lk 2:11), God’s Messiah, Christ the Lord!  With the 

shepherds let us go to Bethlehem and see the Wonder of God’s 

love.   

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, you made 

this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.  Grant 

that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 

and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

Divine Service I, page 136 

HYMNS:  41, 47, 504, 49, 58, 53 
 

Organist:  Ruth Marschel 

Soloist Kathy Scheer:  “Of The Father’s Love Begotten” 

   

 

INTROIT PSALM  (Based on Psalm 98) (Make a joyful noise 

to the LORD) 

 

Pastor: The LORD has made known his salvation; he has 

revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.  

People: Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done 

marvelous things! 

 

Pastor: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation 

for him.  

People: The LORD has made known his salvation; he has 

revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.  

 

Pastor: He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

to the house of Israel. 

People: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of 

our God.  

 

Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break 

forth into joyous song and sing praises!  
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People: Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the 

lyre and the sound of melody!  

 

Pastor: With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful 

noise before the King, the LORD!  

People: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and 

those who dwell in it!  

 

Pastor: Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy 

together before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 

People: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the 

peoples with equity.  

 

Pastor: The LORD has made known his salvation; he has 

revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.   

  

  

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 62:10-12 (Isaiah prepares us to 

receive the coming Messiah, who would rescue and restore 

God's people.) 

 

EPISTLE Titus 3:4-7 (In writing to young pastor Titus, the 

apostle Paul reminds us of the best Christmas gift we could ever 

ask for---God saving us in spite of who we are and can be.) 

  

GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 (The birth of Jesus Christ.)  

 

  


