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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRSTMAS 

“Rejoice! Christ is at Hand!” 

December 26 & 27, 2009 

 

AS WE GATHER: They’re everybody’s beloved 

grandparents—kind, humble, patient (especially patient!), 

compassionate, meek. Going to the temple day after day, 

waiting for, looking forward to, the coming of the Lord’s 

Christ: Simeon and Anna—at least in our imaginations the 

ideals of Christian virtue. And in our Gospel lesson this 

morning, God honored their virtue—especially their 

patience—by letting them see, even letting Simeon hold, 

the baby they’d been waiting for. 

       We know, of course, that the story wasn’t really about 

Simeon and Anna. It was about the baby, Jesus. But we 

might forget that their virtues also weren’t really about 

Anna and Simeon. It’s not that these dear, elderly saints 

were particularly virtuous and then the newborn Messiah 

came to them as a reward. On the contrary, their virtues 

were born in them by and through that little baby.   

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Shine into our hearts the 

light of Your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the 



knowledge of Your word, that in all things we may think 

and act according to your good will and may live 

continually in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in His 

name, Amen. 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

Divine Service II, page 158 

The Hymn of Praise, “Glory to God in the Highest”, 
page 160 

HYMNS: 58, 53, 50 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray that the Lord would grant 

better health to our members, shut-ins, and friends of 

Ebenezer, especially Elda Vohs, Esther Voelker, Delores 
Roehrs, Ruth Markes, Leonard Brune, Harvey 
Schroeder, Mildred Mann, Ray and Irene Bargen, 
Darleen McDaris, Edna Deppermann, Allen Gerdes and 
all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

 

We ask God to bless the many agencies of the Lutheran 
Church that minister to the deaf, the blind, and those 
with special needs, for our Missouri Synod, District and 
Circuit officials and the Missionaries serving around 



the world, especially Robin McCoy in Thailand, John 
Strasen and Mike and Cindy Rodewald in Africa. 
 
We ask the Lord’s Blessings to be upon all our 

government officials and we pray for the safety of all 
our law enforcement people, EMT’s, firemen, and our 
men and women serving in the Armed Forces protecting 
our freedom. 
 
We give thanks to the Lord that there was no one hurt or 
no damage done at the fire at Smilin Sam’s store this 
past week. 

 
We pray for the safety and well-being of our families as 

they return home after the Christmas Holidays.  Keep 
all our college students safe as they return to their 
classes. 

 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

We welcome all our guests that are worshiping here 
with us today.  We ask that you please sign the guest 
register near the Church entrance with your name, 
address and Church affiliation. 
 
Our New Year’s Day Service will be held Friday, 
January 1, at 10 AM. 
 
Camcorder needed – We are in need of another camera to 

record services for our shut-ins and the website.  If you 



have replaced an old one and would like to donate it, please 

contact Roland Walkenhorst at accu@fidnet.com or 573-

459-6702. 

 

Please take a moment to pick up your 2010 contribution 
envelopes from the table near the Church entrance. 

 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church is now online at 
ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com 
Roland has been putting the weekly bulletins on line.  

Under “Links for Living” we have posted two new 

programs.  The Lutheran Hour can be heard at any time by 

going to the link posted under “Links for Living”.  Pastor 

Ken Klaus is the Lutheran Hour speaker and is very 

inspirational.  We have also linked “Sing for Joy” a 

powerful musical program based on the readings for the 

week.  It comes from St. Olaf College in Northfield, 

Minnesota.  Again, go to our web page and go to the “Links 

for Living” section and click on “Sing for Joy”.  Our thanks 

to Roland Walkenhorst for setting up this website.  If you 

have any questions or suggestions, please contact Roland. 

 

A Washington Circuit Epiphany Service will be held 
January 6, 2010 at 7 PM at Immanuel in Washington.  
The guest preacher will be Rev. Dr. Thomas Zahnder, 

Executive Director of LCMS World Mission.  A Circuit-

wide choir will sing and a reception will follow the 

Epiphany service. 

 

Those Serving Today 
Organist Saturday – Jennifer Huellinghoff 



Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 
Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 
Head Usher Sunday- Wilbert Baumann 
Altar Guild – Judy Hubenthal and Wanda Gilbert 
Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 
Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Joseph Kassebaum, Paul 
Kassebaum, and Jacob Nelson 
Our measure of love in giving at worship:  Weekly 
envelopes $2,835.00; Plate $55.50; Sunday School 
$15.50; Advent offering $2.00; Christmas offering $5.00.  
Total $2,913.00.  Attendance last Saturday 21; Sunday 
81; Baptismal service on Sunday 25.  Sunday School 
attendance 13 children 20 adults. 
 

This Week at Ebenezer  
Friday – New Year’s Day worship 10 AM 


