


Rejoice! The Lord Is

at Hand!



GOAL

Our heavenly Father gives us the reason 
to rejoice.



Desired Outcomes

1. That we may rejoice in the peace of 
God we have through Christ.
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Desired Outcomes

1. That we may rejoice in the peace of God we 
have through Christ.

2. That we look forward to the coming of our 
King.

3. Even in this season when it is so easy to 
become distracted, disturbed, and 
depressed,"Our Heavenly Father Gives Us 
the Reason to Rejoice."



PRAYER

O Most loving Father, You want us to give 
thanks for all things and to rejoice in Christ 
our Savior and to fear nothing except losing 
You, and to lay all our cares on You, 
knowing that You care for us.  Strengthen 
our faith in you.  Grant that the fears and 
anxieties of this mortal life may not separate 
us from Your love shown to us in Jesus 
Christ Your Son.  Amen.



CATECHISM

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called 
me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
In the same way He calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 
Christian church on earth, and keeps it with 
Jesus Christ in the one true faith.



CATECHISM

In this Christian church He daily and richly 
forgives all my sins and the sins of all 
believers. On the Last Day He will 
raise me and all the dead, and give 
eternal life to me and all believers in 
Christ. This is most certainly true.



Philippians 4:4-7

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: Rejoice!



Philippians 4:4-7

5 Let your gentleness be evident to 
all. The Lord is near.



Philippians 4:4-7

6 Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.



Philippians 4:4-7

7 And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.



Whether we find ourselves 

in poverty or wealth, solid 

families or broken ones, for 

us as Christians, the reason 

for our rejoicing is not to be 

found in our circumstances. 

Rather, it is to be found in 

the gracious heart of God. 

He sent his Son to live, 

suffer, and die for us so that 

we might be reconciled to 

God.



So many people

think they need 

to find their own

reason to rejoice.



Adam and Eve bought 

the lie that they would 

find true joy apart from 

God, that God was 

holding out on them.



We too are often 

deceived into 

believing that 

created things hold 

more promise than 

the Creator (Rom 

1:25).



Rom 1:25 They 

exchanged the truth 

of God for a lie, and 

worshiped and 

served created 

things rather than 

the Creator—who is 

forever praised. 

Amen.



But such things 

people live and 

hope for do not 

deliver.



Solomon called it 

“vanity and a 

striving after 

wind” (Eccl 2:11).



Jesus put things 
into eternal 
perspective: “For 
what will it profit a 
man if he gains the 
whole world and 
forfeits his soul? Or 
what shall a man 
give in return for his 
soul?” (Mt 16:26).



Man’s nature 

believes the basis 

for happiness is 

life, wealth, 

identity—

something 

different from 

what God 

promises.



MAN

The result is often to blame God 

and be angry at him. This gets 

in the way of seeing how much 

he wants to fill us with joy.



MAN

Ultimately, it is our sinful 
nature that causes 

unhappiness, sadness, 

sorrow, and desperation.



MAN

It separates us from God, 

the true joy-giver.



MAN

It always leads to death, both 
temporal and spiritual.



Our text points us beyond the transient 
things of this life. St. Paul, even in most 
difficult circumstances, exhorts us to 
“rejoice in the Lord always” (v 4).



Our reason for rejoicing is found “in the 
Lord.”





We have joy because Christ 

conquered sin and death for 
us.



All that robs us of hope and joy has been 
defeated at the cross through the 
suffering and death of Christ on our 
behalf.



Since the sin 
that separated 

us from God 

has been 
removed by 

Jesus’ cross, 
we are now 

back together 
with him; we 

are “in the 

Lord.”



Therefore He 
calls us his 

children no 

matter what our 
condition or 

station in life.



His 

relation-

ship 

with us 

is based 

on 

grace.



JOY!

That gives us a new sense of 

purpose in life, a reason to serve 

with joy; we rejoice to know our 

Father smiles on our service.



The child of 
God is 
sustained in 
this joyful 
purpose by 
the constant 
declaration 
“Your sins are 
forgiven.”



Christians do not need 
to be anxious about life 
(v 6a) because the 
Lord who is at hand 
cares deeply for us.



He invites us 

to commit all 

of our cares 

and concerns 

to him (v 6b).



We can be so 

confident of his 

care for us that 

even as we 

offer our 

prayers, we 

can already 

add 

thanksgiving.





We rejoice 

that he 

promises to 

come again.



He is also “at 
hand” in his 
second coming. 
Although we do 
not know when, 
we do know it 
will happen.



He came into 
our world first in 
humility. That 
purified us so 
that we will 
rejoice “not 
tremble” when 
he comes again 
in glory.



Peace!



It is a peace that endures.



This peace 

guards and 

sustains us in 

our reason 

for rejoicing.



Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
And let your lights appear!

The evening is advancing,

And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising,

And soon He draweth nigh;
Up, pray and watch and 

wrestle!
At midnight comes the cry.



Our Hope and Expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;

Arise, Desire of nations,

O'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands 

uplifted,
We plead, O Lord, to see

The day of earth's redemption,
That brings us unto Thee!


