


Malachi 3:1-7



“He will purify. . .and 
refine them like gold and 
silver” Malachi 3:3



GOAL

That by faith we may understand that 
Christ’s coming to earth was to refine us 
from sin and death to life everlasting.



Desired Outcomes

1. We begin the refining process when 
we confess our sins and our 
sinfulness.
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Desired Outcomes

1. We begin the refining process when we 

confess our sins and our sinfulness.

2. We are refined through Christ’s suffering on 

the cross.

3. We are fully refined as we receive through 

faith the forgiveness of sins won for us at 

the cross and offered to us freely in the 

Means of Grace.



Prayer 

Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins 
we justly deserve eternal condemnation and 
hell fire.  In Your mercy You sent Your dear 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us 
forgiveness of sins and everlasting 
salvation.  Grant us a true confession that, 
dead to sin, we may be raised up by Your 
life-giving absolution.  Grant us Your Holy 
Spirit that we may be ever watchful and live 
true and Godly lives in Your service, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.



CATECHISM

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, 
begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the Virgin 
Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed 
me, a lost and condemned person, 
purchased and won me from all sins, 
from death, and from the power of the 
devil;



CATECHISM

not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood and with His innocent 
suffering and death, that I may be His 
own and live under Him in His 
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen from 
the dead, lives and reigns to all 
eternity. This is most certainly true.



Malachi 3:1–7 

1 “Behold, I send My messenger,

And he will prepare the way before Me. 

And the Lord, whom you seek, 

Will suddenly come to His temple, 

Even the Messenger of the covenant, 

In whom you delight. 

Behold, He is coming,”

Says the LORD of hosts.



Malachi 3:1–7 

2 “ But who can endure the day of His 
coming? 

And who can stand when He 
appears? 

For He is like a refiner’s fire 

And like launderers’ soap. 



Malachi 3:1–7 

3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of 
silver; 

He will purify the sons of Levi, 

And purge them as gold and silver, 

That they may offer to the LORD 

An offering in righteousness.. 



Malachi 3:1–7 

4 “ Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem 

Will be pleasant to the LORD, 

As in the days of old, 

As in former years. 



Malachi 3:1–7 

5 And I will come near you for judgment; 

I will be a swift witness 

Against sorcerers, 

Against adulterers, 

Against perjurers, 

Against those who exploit wage earners and 
widows and orphans, 

And against those who turn away an alien—

Because they do not fear Me,”

Says the LORD of hosts. 



Malachi 3:1–7 

6 “ For I am the LORD, I do not change; 

Therefore you are not consumed, O 
sons of Jacob. 



Malachi 3:1–7 

7 Yet from the days of your fathers 

You have gone away from My 
ordinances 

And have not kept them.

Return to Me, and I will return to you,”

Says the LORD of hosts. 





For He is like a refiner’s fire



He will sit as a refiner and a purifier 
of silver; 

He will purify the sons of Levi, 
And purge them as gold and 

silver,



What does a smelter do?



It separates the precious 
minerals from the 

impurities.



What would happen if God 
would put us in a smelter?





All of us have become like 

one who is unclean, and all 

our righteous acts are like 

filthy rags; we all shrivel up 

like a leaf, and like the wind 

our sins sweep us away. 

Isaiah 64:6



We would all be burnt up and 

thrown away.



For Christ’s sake we are not 

burned up.



He went into the smelter for 

us.  He went through hell for 

us.  



“My God, My God, 

why have you 

forsaken Me?”



4 Surely he took up our 

infirmities and carried our 

sorrows, yet we considered 

him stricken by God, 

smitten by him, and afflicted.

Isaiah 53



5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was 

crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought 

us peace was upon him, 

and by his wounds we are 

healed.  Isaiah 53



6 “ For I am the LORD, 
I do not change; 

Therefore you are 

not consumed, O sons 
of Jacob. Malachi 3



2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come!



Psalm 19

9 The fear of the LORD is pure, 

enduring forever. 

The ordinances of the LORD are sure 

and altogether righteous.



Psalm 19

10 They are more precious than gold, 

than much pure gold; 

they are sweeter than honey, 

than honey from the comb.



With Christ we are refined!



We are Golden!



Create in Me

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me, 
Cast me not away from thy 
presence; and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the 
joy of thy salvation and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit.  Amen.


