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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“From Bethlehem to Jerusalem the Triumphant Entry” 
 

                          November 28 & 29, 2009 
   
AS WE GATHER: Strangely, today’s Gospel seems more 
appropriate for Palm Sunday than for the First Sunday of 
Advent. This is no accident. The liturgical setting allows us 
then to see Advent and Christmas rightly. We are reminded 
that God’s Son took upon himself our flesh and infirmities 
so that he could take our sins to the cross and redeem our 
humanity. The babe of Bethlehem must indeed go to 
Jerusalem to win salvation. Jeremiah pointed to the 
“coming” day when the Davidic King would bring 
salvation to God’s people (Jer. 33:14–16). As our Lord 
makes his way into Jerusalem, the psalmist urges us to lift 
up our souls so that our hearts might be ready to receive 
rightly our merciful Lord (Ps. 25:1). Likewise, Paul urges 
us to prepare our hearts for our Lord, who will one day 
come again in glory (1 Thess. 3:13). 
 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Stir up your power, 
Lord Christ, and come.  By your merciful protection 



awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep 
us blameless until the coming of your new day, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
Opening Hymn  “O Lord, how shall I meet You” LW 19 
(Sung to LW 102) 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Ghost. 

Cong:   Amen. 
The Confession of Sins 

 
Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. Our Help is in the name of the Lord. 

 
Cong:  Who made heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord. 

Cong:   And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Pastor:  Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor 

sinners confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, 

word and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Thy grace for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



Cong.   O most merciful God, who has given Thine only 
begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for 
His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by the 
Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and 
of Thy will and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end, 
that by grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Almighty God our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and for 

His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on 

His name He gives power to become the sons of God and 

has promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.   

 
Cong:   Amen. 

The Introit 
 

Gloria Patri – The Kyrie   
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end.  Amen.  Lord have mercy upon 
us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon 
us.   
  
The Salutation – Pastor – The Lord be with you.  Cong:  
And with Thy spirit. 
 
Collect of The Day – Cong.  Amen. 
   



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – Jeremiah 33:14–16 (“I 

will make a righteous Branch sprout from David”) 
 
PSALM 25:1-10  (the ways of the Lord are loving and 

faithful.) 
 
Pastor:  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
  
People:   in you I trust, O my God.  
       Do not let me be put to shame, 
       nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 
Pastor:  No one whose hope is in you  
       will ever be put to shame,  
       but they will be put to shame  
       who are treacherous without excuse. 
 
People: Show me your ways, O LORD,  
       teach me your paths; 
 
 Pastor: guide me in your truth and teach me,  
       for you are God my Savior,  
       and my hope is in you all daylong. 
 
People: Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and 
love,  
       for they are from of old. 
 
Pastor: Remember not the sins of my youth  
       and my rebellious ways;  
       according to your love remember me,  



       for you are good, O LORD. 
 
People:  Good and upright is the LORD;  
       therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 
 
Pastor:  He guides the humble in what is right  
       and teaches them his way. 
 
People: All the ways of the LORD are loving and 
faithful  
       for those who keep the demands of his covenant. 
 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,  and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
EPISTLE – 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 (Paul’s thanksgiving 

for the Christians at Corinth as he rejoices in the surety of 

a faithful God who will sustain his elect to the end) 
 
 CHOIR SUNDAY -  “Daughter of Zion” 
 
THE RESPONSE 
 
Cong:  Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, 
you ancient doors that the King of glory may come in.    
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL 
 
Cong:   Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 



Gospel Lesson – Luke 19:28-40 (Jesus enters Jerusalem) 

 
Cong:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, O Long Expected Jesus” 
LW 22  

THE SERMON 

The Offering & Offertory  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me, Cast me not away from thy presence; and take 
not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of 
thy salvation and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

THE PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 



THE COLLECT  

THE BENEDICTION   

Pastor – The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make 
His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; The 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.                                    

Cong:  Amen, Amen, Amen.  

CLOSING HYMN “Come, O Precious Ransom”  LW 34 

 
 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
IN OUR PRAYERS: We pray that the Lord would grant 
better health to our members, shut-ins, and friends of 
Ebenezer, especially David Menke, as he recovers from 
hip surgery this past Monday; Jim Kormeier, Delores 
Roehrs, Estelle Brunkhorst, Ruth Marks, Esther 
Voelker, Leonard Brune, Harvey Schroeder, Mildred 
Mann, Ray and Irene Bargen, Darleen McDaris, Edna 
Deppermann, Allen Gerdes and all those we hold dear 
in our hearts. 
 
We ask God to bless the many agencies of the Lutheran 
Church that minister to the deaf, the blind, and those 
with special needs, for our Missouri Synod, District and 
Circuit officials and the Missionaries serving around 
the world, especially, Robin McCoy, John Strasen, and 
Mike and Cindy Rodewald. 
 



We ask the Lord’s Blessings to be upon all our 
government officials and we pray for the safety of all 
our law enforcement people, EMT’s, firemen, and our 
men and women serving in the Armed Forces protecting 
our freedom. 
 
We pray for our farmers who are still out harvesting 
their crops.  May the Lord grant favorable weather for 
the harvest. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

We welcome all our guests that are worshiping here 
with us today.  We ask that you please sign the guest 
register near the Church entrance with your name, 
address, and your Church affiliation.  We hope you will 
join us in worship here at Ebenezer soon! 
 
We hope you all will be able to join us here after Church as 
Mark Koch of Thrivent Financial will be presenting a 
workshop about wills, estate planning, etc.  A light 
luncheon of sandwiches, and dessert will be served.  
Everything will be furnished.  We will also be 
decorating the Church for the Christmas season today!  
Please stay to help! 
 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED FOOD AND 
OTHER ITEMS TO OUR THANKSGIVING 
COLLECTION FOR THE STUDENTS AT 
CONCORDIA SEMINARY.  Your thoughtfulness is 
very much appreciated! 



 
Senior Citizens Dinner – Our annual Thrivent Senior 
Citizens dinner will be held next Sunday, December 6th at 
1:00 PM.  Invitations have been sent to our Seniors.  We 
hope you will be able to join us! 
 
Children’s Christmas Eve Service – The Sunday School 
children will be presenting the Christmas Eve worship 
entitled “Messengers for the Messiah”.  Practice will start 
next Saturday, December 5th, and continue on the 12th 
and the 19th.  Practice times are from 9:30 to 11:00 AM. 
All children of the congregation are welcome to join us! 
 
The Children’s Christmas program will be held on 
Christmas Eve at 7:00 PM.  We will have a Candlelight 
service with Holy Communion beginning at 11:00 PM.  
Laura Nichols will be our organist and we will have 
soloists and hymns sung by a duet.  Our Christmas Day 
worship will begin at 10:00 AM with special music.  
Holy Communion will also be celebrated at our 
Christmas Day service. 
 
Please consider joining the choir members who will be 
going Christmas caroling on Sunday, December 20th at 
2:00 PM. 
 
Just a reminder – Please continue to save the Best 
Choice labels.  There is a box on the shelf in the kitchen 
for these labels.  Also- Please continue to use your E-
scrip card through the holiday season.  We all spend 
more on food and baking supplies during this season 



and the Church can benefit from the extra funds that E-
scrip generates.   There are more cards on the table 
near the entrance. 
 
Advent Worship Services will begin this coming 
Wednesday at 10 AM and 7:30 PM.  The theme for our 
Advent Services is Advent Silence, Expectation and 
Faith. 
 
Ladies Aid – All ladies of the congregation are invited to 
the Ladies Aid Christmas luncheon this coming Friday, 
December 4th.  If you can, you are invited to bring a dish to 
share. 
 

Poinsettias – If you would like to place a poinsettia to the 
glory of God in memory of a loved one, or to honor 
someone, please contact Mary Sprick by December 4th.  
The cost of each plant will be $10.  The Altar Guild will 
take care of getting the plants from the florist. 
 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church is now online at 
ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com 
Please see the December newsletter for a few more details.  
Our thanks to Roland Walkenhorst for setting up this 
website.  If you have any questions or suggestions, please 
contact Roland. 
 
Please pick up your copy of the December newsletter this 
morning.  There are also copies of the December calendar, 
with a larger print, available on the table near the entrance.  



There are also Advent Devotion booklets and copies of 
John Strasen’s newsletter on the table. 
 

Those Serving Today 
Organist Saturday – Esther Voelker 
Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 
Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 
Head Usher Sunday – Lawrence Pelster and Wilbert 
Baumann 
Altar Guild – Mary Adams and Barb Gilbert 
Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 
Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Joseph Kassebaum, Paul 
Kassebaum and Jacob Nelson 
Our measure of love in giving to Church – Weekly 
envelopes $1,696.00; Plate $68.20; Sunday School 
$31.35; Study Bibles $70.00; Sausage sales $82.50; 
Applesauce sales $18.00; Thanksgiving offering $15.00.  
Total $1,981.05.  Attendance Saturday 22; Sunday 98.  
Sunday School – 26 Adults; 19 Children.  Thanksgiving 
service $503.00.  Attendance 45. 
 
This Week at Ebenezer Lutheran Church 
Tuesday – Elders 7:00 PM 
Wednesday – Advent Worship 10 AM & 7:30 PM 
                        Confirmation 6:30 PM 
Friday – Ladies Aid Luncheon  12 noon 
Saturday – Children’s program practice 9:30 AM 
                      Worship with Holy Communion 3 PM 
 
 



“Growing in Christ” Bulletin Notes – On this last Sunday 
of the fall quarter, Sunday School students study “Esther.”  
In the actions of Esther, we see the pattern of deliverance 
that God sketches throughout the story of Israel, a pattern 
that finds its fulfillment in Jesus, our Savior.  Consider 

discussing, “How did Esther preserve the Jewish people?  

Why is the story of Esther important?” 

 

 

The choir will have a short practice after each evening 
Advent service. 


