
How to survive these

last times?



By God’s Grace -

Hang in there!

Jude 20-25



Goal

Hang in there in these last days, 

because Jesus keeps us in the 

faith.



Desired Outcomes

1. That in these last and difficult days 
before Christ returns, we may be 
strengthened and encouraged by His 
Word and Sacraments.



Desired Outcomes

1. That in these last and difficult days 
before Christ returns, we may be 
strengthened and encouraged by His 
Word and Sacraments.

2. That we may trust God’s promise to 
keep us in the faith as we persevere 
and carry out acts of mercy.



Athanasian Creed

For as the rational soul and flesh is one 
man, so God and man is one Christ, 
who suffered for our salvation, 
descended into hell, rose again the 
third day from the dead, ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, God Almighty, 
from whence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.



Athanasian Creed

At His coming all people will rise again 
with their bodies and give an account 
concerning their own deeds. And 
those who have done good will enter 
into eternal life, and those who have 
done evil into eternal fire.



PRAYER

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever 
mindful of Your final judgment, we 
may be stirred up in holiness of living 
here and dwell with You in perfect joy 
hereafter; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen
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Isaiah 51:4-6
4 "Listen to me, my people; 

hear me, my nation: 

The law will go out from me; 

my justice will become a light to the 
nations.



Isaiah 51:4-6
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, 

my salvation is on the way, 

and my arm will bring justice to the 
nations. 

The islands will look to me 

and wait in hope for my arm



Isaiah 51:4-6
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

look at the earth beneath; 

the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

the earth will wear out like a garment 

and its inhabitants die like flies. 

But my salvation will last forever, 

my righteousness will never fail.



Jude 20-25
20But you, dear friends, build yourselves 

up in your most holy faith and pray in 
the Holy Spirit. 21Keep yourselves in 
God's love as you wait for the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to 
eternal life.



Jude 20-25
22Be merciful to those who doubt; 

23snatch others from the fire and save 
them; to others show mercy, mixed 
with fear—hating even the clothing 
stained by corrupted flesh.



Jude 20-25
24To him who is able to keep you from 

falling and to present you before his 
glorious presence without fault and 
with great joy 25to the only God our 
Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, before all ages, now and 
forevermore! Amen.



Mark 13:24-37
24"But in those days, following that distress, 

" 'the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light; 

25the stars will fall from the sky, 

and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'



Mark 13:24-37
26"At that time men will see the Son of Man 

coming in clouds with great power and 
glory. 27And he will send his angels and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of the 
heavens..

'



Mark 13:24-37
28"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As 

soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 
come out, you know that summer is near. 
29Even so, when you see these things 
happening, you know that it is near, right at 
the door. 30I tell you the truth, this 
generation will certainly not pass away until 
all these things have happened. 31Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away.

'



Mark 13:24-37
32"No one knows about that day or hour, not 

even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33Be on guard! Be alert! 
You do not know when that time will come. 
34It's like a man going away: He leaves his 
house and puts his servants in charge, each 
with his assigned task, and tells the one at 
the door to keep watch.

'



Mark 13:24-37
35"Therefore keep watch because you do not 

know when the owner of the house will 
come back—whether in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let 
him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, 
I say to everyone: 'Watch!' "

'
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“Hang in there!” These are 

times of difficulty.

A. The world is corrupt and godless.

1. There is a culture of death.

2. There is a culture of self-
indulgence.

3. There is a culture of

immorality.
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“Hang in there!” These are 
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B.The Church is infiltrated with those who 
would compromise the faith.

1. The Letter to Jude. 

a. Verses 4 & 8 (Those who

denied the lordship and authority of

Christ) 



“Hang in there!” These are 

times of difficulty.

B.The Church is infiltrated with those who 
would compromise the faith.

1. The Letter to Jude. 

b. Verses 11-13, 16 (Those who 
saw the Gospel as permission

to slip into sin) 
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“Hang in there!” These are 

times of difficulty.
B.The Church is infiltrated with those who would 

compromise the faith.

2. Our time and our Church:

a. Those who use the Church for their 
own purposes.

b. Those who keep the

Church and their faith

confined to Sunday



“Hang in there!” These are 

times of difficulty.
C. Our personal lives are filled with 

struggle.



“Hang in there!” These are 

times of difficulty.
C. Our personal lives are filled with 

struggle.

1. Physical battles: finances, sickness 
and disease, family issues, and work 
woes.



“Hang in there!” These are 

times of difficulty.
C. Our personal lives are filled with 

struggle.

2. Spiritual battles: weak faith, 
persecutions, and attacks on

the truth of the Gospel.
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Jude says, “Hang in there! Be 

faithful!”

A. Fight the good fight for the faith (v 3).

B. Persevere in your faith (vv 20-21). In 

the midst of these last days:

C. Carry out acts of mercy (vv 22-23).



“Hang in there! The day is 

coming!”



“Hang in there! The day is 

coming!”

A. He is coming who has brought you 
into the faith:



“Hang in there! The day is 

coming!”

A. He is coming who has brought you 
into the faith:

B. He is coming who strengthens and 
keeps you in your faith:



“Hang in there! The day is 

coming!”

A. He is coming who has brought you 
into the faith:

B. He is coming who strengthens and 
keeps you in your faith:

C. He who has promised to return is
coming; be faithful, hang in there!





Hang in There!

Jude 24-25: Now to him who is able to 
keep you from stumbling and to present 
you blameless before the presence of 
his glory with great joy, to the only God, 
our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and 
forever. Amen.



My Faith Looks Up to Thee

My faith looks up to Thee,  

Thou Lamb of Calvary,  

Savior divine.  

Now hear me while I pray;  

Take all my guilt away;  

Oh, let me from this day  

Be wholly Thine! 



My Faith Looks Up to Thee

May Thy rich grace impart  

Strength to my fainting heart,  

My zeal inspire!  

As Thou hast died for me,  

Oh, may my love to Thee  

Pure, warm, and changeless be,  

A living fire! 



My Faith Looks Up to Thee

While life's dark maze I tread  

And griefs around me spread,  

Be Thou my Guide.  

Bid darkness turn to day,  

Wipe sorrow's tears away,  

Nor let me ever stray  

From Thee aside.



My Faith Looks Up to Thee

When ends life's transient dream,  

When death's cold, sullen stream  

Shall o'er me roll,  

Blest Savior, then, in love,  

Fear and distrust remove;  

Oh, bear me safe above,  

A ransomed soul!


